This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=f6ETAAAAYAAJ

Digitized by GOOS[Q



ys o870-/- 9 &

HARVARD
COLLEGE
LIBRARY

)
_J






Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



w

ORIGINAL NARRATIVES
OF EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY

REPRODUCEI? UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Genzzar Eprror, J. FRANKLIN JAMESON, Pe.D., LL.D.

DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH IN THE
CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON

JOHNSON’S
WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE

1628 — 1651

N






Digitized by GOOS[(’.



TITLE-PAGE OF THE “ WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE”
From a copy of the original in the Woburn Public Library



ORIGINAL NARRATIVES
OF EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY

JOHNSON’S,
WONDER - WORKING
PROVIDENCE,

1628—1651

EDITED BY

J. FRANKLIN JAMESON, Ph.D., LL.D.

DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH IN THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTION
OF WASHINGTON

WITH A MAP AND TWO FACSIMILES

CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS
NEW YORK



WS 1o870. 1.9

B
\

COPYRIGHT, IQIO, BY
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

Printed in the United States of America

HARV&®) UNIVERSTTY, |

Lipnuay

MAY 221379

—




CONTENTS

JOHNSON’S WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE OF SIONS
SAVIOUR IN NEW ENGLAND —“HISTORY OF
NEW ENGLAND”

Eprrep BY J. FRANKLIN JAMESON

racE
IntRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
To THE READER . . e e e . e 21
Boox I. The Sad Condition of Old England . . . 23
The Call of Christ’s People to New England their Churches . . 25
The Demeanor of their Church Officers . . <
The Demeanor of the People . . . 28
_~ Their Civil Government; the Mamtenance of the Flrst Table . . 3
Their Care for Warlike Discipline . e e« . . 3
Their Liberty; their Charter; their Mea.ns . . . . 36
The Massachusetts Indians. . . . . . 3
The Pestilence . e e ... .4
The Men of Plymouth and the Indians . . Y >
John Endicott . . e e e e e . o4
The Settlement of Salem . 45
The Founding of the Salem Church Mr. nggmson and Mr. Skelton 46
The Glorious Beginnings of a Thorough Church Reformation . 49
The Farewell to England . . . 50
The Cost of the Peopling of New England . .. . b4
God’s Providence in Transporting his People Safely . . . b6
An Exhortation to the Advancing of the Kingdom of Christ . 68
Providences in Deliverance from Perils of Waters . . . . 61
The Arrival of Winthrop’s Fleet; the Old Planters . . . 63
The First Elections, 1630; the Death of Isaac Johnson and Others . 65

— The Gathering of the Church of Charlestown-Boston; Mr. Wilson . 67

The Church and Town of Dorchester; Mr. Maverick . . 69
The Church and Town of Boston . . . . . 70
The Church and Town of Roxbury; Mr. Ehot . . . .. N
The Church and Town of Lynn; Mr. Batchellor . . . . 73
The Church and Town of Watertown; Mr. Phillips . . 74
\ The Trials of the Wilderness; Governor John Winthrop re-elected
1631 . . 75

The Lord’s Protection of his People from the Indlans, ‘the Small Pox . 78 -

v



CONTENTS

The Elections of 1632; Deputy Governor Thomas Dudley
Mr. James of Charlestown . . . e
Mr. Weld of Roxbury. . e e e e
Mr. Wilson of Boston; his Return . . .

The Elections of 1633; Mr. Increase Nowell . . .
Supplies in Time of Need . . .
Arrival of Mr. Haynes, Mr. Stone, md Mr .Tohn Cotton . .
The Church and Town of Newtown or Cambridge; Mr. Hooker
The Elections of 1634; Mr. Stone . . .
The Escape of Mr. Norton and Mr. Shepard from Engla.nd .
The Church and Town of Ipswich; Mr. Nathaniel Ward . .
The Arrival of Mr. Bellingham and Mr. Lothrop .

The Church and Town of Newbury; Mr. N oyes and M. Parker
The Arrival of Mr. Symmes . .

The Elections of 1635 . .
The Arrival of Sir Henry Vane and Sll‘ Rlchard Saltonstall .
Of Mr. Harlakenden and of Eleven Ministers; Mr. Norton .
Mr. Richard Mather . . . .
The Founding of Connecticut .

The Gathering of the Second Cambndge Church Mr. Sbepard
The Arrival of Mr. Hugh Peters. .

The Church and Town of Concord; Mr. Bulkley

The Laborious Work of Planting it; Mr. Jones. .

The Church and Town of Hingham; Mr. Hobart . .

The Arrival of Mr. Thomas Flint, Mr. Carter, and others .

The Elections of 1636; Mr. Fenwick’s Plantation . .
Mr. Partridge of Duxbury; Mr. Nathaniel Rogers of Ipsw1ch .
Mr. Whiting of Lynn .~ . .. .
Satan raises Enemies against Christ’s People . .
Justification by Faith; Mr. Cotton . . . . .
The Magnifying of Free Grace . . . .

The Gainsaying of Mrs. Hutchinson . . .
The Shallowness of the Erronists . e
They slight the Ordinances of Christ . .
They disturb the Churches. . .
The Distress of a Poor Soul landing at this Time . .

e o o o e o

© e s e e e & e e & e e e+ e e s o

e e e o o o o .

.
.
.
.
.

The New England Churches prone neither to Hemy nor to Tyra.nny

The Elections of 1637 .

The Form of. Civil Government in New Englnnd . e
Mr. Simon Bradstreet. . . . e e .
The Principal Deputies . . . . . . . .

Boox II. The Begmmng of the Pequot War .

The Lord delivers his People from Error; the Ca.lhng of the Synod
Prosperity in Outward Things . .
The Lord Preserves his People from Morton and the Bxshops .
The Malignancy of the English Prelates and their Downfall

The Embassy to Canonicus. . e e e e

e rasqERenBel



CONTENTS

The Insolence of the Pequots . . . .
The March against them; the mesters' Exhortatrons .
The Destruction of the Pequots . . . e e e
. The Assemblage of the Synod . . e

Four Sorts of Men who might proﬁtably have Attended .
The Disarming of Dangerous Heretics; Excommunication of Some .
The Planting of the Colony of New Haven e e e

Mr. John Davenport . .
Mr. Theophilus Eaton; Mr Hopkms. ..
. The Church and Town of Dedham; Mr. Allen .
The Church and Town of Weymouth . .

The Elections of 1638 . . . .
The Establishment of a Printing Press ..
The Church and Town of Rowley; Mr. Ezekxel Roge and Mr.

Miller . . . . .
The Earthquake; the Bamshment of the Erromsts o e e .
Their Bad End . . . . . . .

Mr. John Harvard and Harvard College
The Elections of 1639; the Church and Town of Hampton, Mr. Dalton
The Church and Town of Salisbury; Mr. Worcester . . . .
Mr. Knowles added to the Church of Watertown . . . .
Sad Accident at Boston . . .
. The Elections of 1640; the Amva.l of Mr Burr and Mr Rayner
Of other Ministers . .. . .
The Planting of Long Island . . e
The Church and Town of Sudbury; Mr Brown .
The Church and Town of Braintree; Mr. Thompson and Mr tht
. The Desire for the Promotion of Learning .
The Founding of Harvard College .
Hopeful Plants raised up therein .« e
President Dunster . o e .
The Elections of 1641. .
The Church and Town of Gloucester, Mr Blinman
"The Church and Town of Dover . .
Sundry Misguided Persons sail for the Isle of Providence .
The Elections of 1642; the Fall in the Price of Cattle
The Prosperity of New England. . . . .
The Founding of the Town of Woburn . .
The Gathering of the Church . . .
The Church Covenant. . .
The Ordination of Mr. Thomas Carter .
The Elections of 1643; the New England Confederation
The Struggle between Miantonomoh and Uncas. .
The Death of Miantonomoh . ..
The Outrageous Conduct of the Gortonists. . .
Their Punishment . .
The Elections of 1644; The Church and Town of Reading; Mr.
Greem . . . . . . . < .« . .



Military Precautions and Armngements

CONTENTS
The Church and Town of Wenham; Mr. Fisk .

The Military Commanders .
The Fortifications

Book ITI. The Elections of 1645

The Church and Town of Haverhill; Mr. John Wa.rd
The Sons of Canonicus overawed .
The Church and Town of Sprmgﬁeld Mr Moxon .

Fasting and Prayer for the Brethren in England .
The Elections of 1646; the Petition of Dr. Child and others
The Mission of Winslow .
The Second Synod of Cambridge; the Cambndge Platform
The Images of the Sun

The Compiling of the Laws of 1648

The Elections of 1647; the Rise of Manufactures .
The Elections of 1648; the Church and Town of Andover

The Church and Town of Malden

The North Church of Boston

The Death of Winthrop and othe.r Emment Persons

Other Disasters .
The Elections of 1650 . .
\Of 1651; Special Providences

Verses on God’s Dealings with His New England People .

The Preaching of Christ to the Indians
Ministers sent to the Godly in Virginia

Judgments following their Expulsion .

The Church in the Bermudas .
The Time of the Fall of Antichrist

\Concludmg Verses on God’s Wonder-;vorkxng Providence .

INDEX

* e o e o o



MAP AND FACSIMILE REPRODUCTIONS

TrTLE-PAGE OF THE “ WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE.” From a copy of
the original in the Woburn Public Library .« . Frontispiece

PAGE

Mar or NEw ENGLAND IN 1628-1651. From Palfrey’s *History of New
England” . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

First PAGE or THE RECORDS oF THE TowN or WoBURN. Handwriting of
Major William Johnson, son of Captain Edward Johnson. . . 213



"
’I

Digi
gitized by GO
o
gle




WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE

OF SIONS SAVIOUR IN NEW ENGLAND
1628-1651



RSl e o

o




INTRODUCTION

LaTE in the year 1653, but under date of 1654, Nathaniel
Brooke, a London publisher, ‘“at the Angel in Cornhill,”
brought out a small octavo book of two hundred and thirty-
six pages, entitled A History of New-England, from the Eng-
lish planting in the Yeere 1628 uniill the Yeere 1652, etc. The
title, inexact in any case, for the book is rather a history of
Massachusetts than of all New England, was evidently affixed
by the publisher. His advertisements show that at one time
he thought of giving the book the title Historicall Relation of
the First Planting of the English in New England in the Year
1628 to the Year 1653 and all the Materiall Passages happening
there. But many reiterations in the text of the book show that
the author’s own title for his production was that which ap-
pears in the running headlines of the printed book, and by
which it has been generally known, The Wonder-working
Providence of Sion’s Saviour in New England. The author’s
name nowhere appears in the book. _

Five years later the publisher took advantage of this
latter fact, since the sale of the work had been so disappoint-
ing as to leave many copies on his hands, to utilize the sheets
in another of his ventures. He had in hand a book entitled
America Painted to the Life. Of the four parts of which he
composed it, the first and fourth were apparently written by
Ferdinando Gorges, Esquire, grandson of the celebrated pat-
entee Sir Ferdinando Gorges, while the second was by that
knight himself. Brooke impudently sandwiched-in the un-
sold sheets of Wonder-working Providence as Part m1., ‘“ Written
by Sir Ferdinando Gorges Knight” (the grandfather), and

3



4 WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE

“Publisht since his decease by his Grandchild Ferdinando
Gorges Esquire, who hath much enlarged it and added severall
accurate Descriptions of his owne.”

The reader who has any remembrance of the relations
between Sir Ferdinando Gorges and the Massachusetts colony,
and of the diametrical difference between his state of mind
and that which breathes through every page of the Wonder-
working Providence, will say that imposture could hardly be
more shameless. The younger Gorges protested publicly.
In the newspaper called Mercurius Politicus for September 13,
1660, appeared the following advertisement:

I, Ferdinando Gorges, the entituled Author of a late Book, called
America Painted to the Life, am injured in that additional Part,
called Sion’s Saviour in New England (as written by Sir Ferdinando
Gorges;) that being none of his, and formerly printed in another
name, the true owner.

The last statement is erroneous. So far as is known, no
copies of the original book were issued with the author’s name.
In New England it has been known for more than two hundred
years that it was written by Captain Edward Johnson of Wo-
burn, Massachusetts. The accurate Thomas Prince, in the
- preface to his Chronological History of New England (Boston,
1736), after speaking of the false attribution of the book to.
Gorges, says: “But the true Author was Mr. Johnson of
Woburn in New England, as the late Judge Sewall assur’d
me, as of a Thing familliarly known among the Fathers of the
Massachusetts Colony.” In Prince’s own copy of the Wonder-
working Providence, now preserved in the library of the
American Antiquarian Society at Worcester, is a manuscript
note which is still more explicit:

Judg Sewall tells me, this Book was known to have been written
by Captain Johnson of Woburn, Father to Hon® W= John-
son * of Woburn, w° was chosen assistant in 1684 at the same
time w*® Judg Sewall Himself, and as it was commonly known tht
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Capt. Johnson was the author of this Book; so the Judg was intimately
acquainted w'® his son the assistant, and had conferred w'* Him
about it. This the Judg tells me this [symbol for Friday] aug. 23, 1728.

There are also various internal evidences which point to
this authorship. The foundation of the town and church of
Woburn are related at much greater length than is the case
with any of the other Massachusetts towns, some of them much
more important. Other transactions in which Captain John-
son is known to have had an official part are likewise narrated
with especial fulness. In chapter xxvi. of the second book,
in which the author names the other officers of the military
companies of the colony, he says, “The band of Concord is
led by Capt. Simon Willard, being a Kentish souldier, as
is Capt. Goggin [Gookin], . . . the band of Woburn led
by another Kentish Captain.” Now we know that the
unnamed trainband captain of Woburn .was Captain Ed-
ward Johnson, and that he came from the county of Kent
in England. _

‘The editor of this volume, a descendant of Captain Johnson,
takes pleasure in remembering that by a little simple investi-
gation in Canterbury, some years ago, he established with
practical certainty the captain’s genealogy and local position.
The will of one of his sons, who died in Maryland, had recently
disclosed the fact that the captain came from Canterbury.
It now appeared that he was of the parish of St. George, that
he was christened September 16 or 17, 1598 (born therefore
in all probability a few days earlier), and that the future town
clerk of Woburn was son of William Johnson, parish clerk of
St. George’s parish. He was married about 1618, and had
five sons and two daughters, all born in England and christ-
ened in St. George’s Church, the last three in 1631, 1633, and
1635, after their father’s first voyage to New England. He
was possessed of a considerable estate in Canterbury and
elsewhere in Kent, and on his first appearance in New England
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is among the moderate number of those whom the official
records of the colony call ““Mr.”

Edward Johnson came over to New England in 1630 with
Winthrop, probably in the Arbella. He was licensed by
Governor Winthrop to trade with the Indians along the Merri-
mac River, and in May, 1631, was admitted a freeman of the
colony; but he returned to England, probably in that year,
and remained there till the spring of 1636, when he came out
again, this time bringing his family. This absence accounts
for some of the meagreness and vagueness of his information
respecting the events of the years 1631-1635. In an official
list of passengers sailing from Sandwich, England, in 1636,
for America, we find the entry, “Edward Johnson, of Canter-
bury, joiner, and Susan, his wife, seven children, three ser-
vants.” Data respecting the occupations of emigrants were
often given in a form intended to mislead the royal officers;
but the records of St. George’s parish also call him a joiner,
and two of his sons were shipwrights and carpenters.

Arriving in Massachusetts at the height of the Antinomian
excitement, of which he gives a vivid though prejudiced
account, Johnson threw himself heart and soul into the life
of the colony and of its orthodox party. Settling in Charles-
town, where we find him in 1638 in the possession of consider-
able land-grants, he found abundant opportunity for his active
and optimistic spirit in the ‘“wilderness work” of founding a
new town, that process so typical in American history. The
General Court in May, 1640, on the petition of Charlestown,
made a grant, enlarged a few months later to four miles
square, for a new town to the northward, called at first Charles-
town Village, but after incorporation Woburn. Of this new
town Johnson was the leading man. For thirty years, from
its incorporation in 1642 to his death in 1672, he was almost
constantly one of its ‘‘selectmen’ or executive committee-
men, the captain of its trainband, its town clerk, and its repre-
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sentative in the General Court, and a great part of his time
was given to its business. To his deep interest in its affairs
we owe it that in Wonder-working Providence, book 11., chapter
Xx11., he gives an exceptionally full account of the successive
steps in the founding of this new town and church—the ap-
pointing of a committee of seven by Charlestown, the com-
mittee’s careful scrutiny of would-be settlers, its arrangements
for village sites and the allotment of outlying farming lands,
the engaging of a minister, the gathering of.a covenanted
church, the minister’s ordination by the democratic methods
of the new Congregationalism—an account so full and so in-
teresting that it has been one of the classical passages for the
student of the origins of town and church government in New
England. At the first meeting of the persons chosen by the
Charlestown church to manage the new settlement, Edward
Johnson was chosen as their recorder or town clerk. Accord-
ingly the first pages of the town records, preserved in a
copy in his son’s handwriting, furnish a parallel narrative,
of all these transactions, to that which he gives in his book.
Characteristically, he opens the town records with a rude
‘““copy of verses,” which are worth quoting (with clarified
punctuation) for their exhibition of the writer’s spirit and
for their relation to the verses which so thickly bestrew
the pages of his printed book.
Records for the Toune of Woburne
ffrom the year 1640 the 8 day of th 10 month

Paulisper Fui

In peniles age I woburne Towne began;

Charls Towne first moved the Court my lins to span.

To vewe my land place, compild body Reare,

Nowell, Sims, Sedgwick, thes my paterons were.!

Sum fearing Ile grow great upon these grownds,

Poor I wase putt to nurs among the Clownes,

1Increase Nowell, Rev. Zachary Symmes, Robert Sedgwick, in compliment

to whom the town was named; see notes on their names, on pp. 85, 100, 212
post.
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Who being taken with such mighty things

As had bin work of Noble Qeeins and Kings,

Till Babe gan crye and great disturbance make;

Nurses Repent they did har undertake.

One leaves her quite; an other hee doth hie

‘To foren lands, free from the Babys Crye;

‘To [two] more of seaven, seing nursing provd soe thwarte,
Thought it more ease in following of the Carte.

A naighbour by,' hopeing the Babe wold bee

A pritty Girle, to Rocking har went hee.

‘Too [two] nurses less undanted [danted ?] then [than] the rest,
ffirst howses ffinish; thus the Girle gane drest.

Its Rare to see how this poore Towne did rise

By weakest means, two [too] weake in great ons [ones’] eys.
And sure it is that mettells cleere exstraction

Had never share in this Poore Towns erextion;

Without which metall and sum fresh suplys

Patrons conclud she never upp wold rise.

If ever she mongst ladys have a station,

Say twas firom Parentes, not har education,

And now conclud the lords owne hand it wase

That with weak means did bring this work to pass,

Not only Towne but Sistor church to ade

Which out of dust and Ashes now is had.

‘Then all Inhabit woburne Towne, stay make

The lord, not means, of all you undertake.?

Greatly as Captain Johnson was interested in the affairs
of the town of Woburn, yet from the time of his entrance into
the legislature or General Court as representative of that
town we find his practical talents largely employed in the
concerns of the colony at large. He was placed on nearly
every military committee, and in 1659 became surveyor-

1 Johnson himself. Under the designation of nurses he alludes to the seven
- members of the managing committee appointed by Charlestown.

3The meaning is, “Then all who inhabit Woburn town, make the Lord,
not the mere means or instrumentalities, the chief stay of all that you under-
take.” See these verses in the fac-simile opposite p. 213. The most important
extracts from the early town records of Woburn are printed in the introduction
to Poole’s edition of the Wonder-working Providence, pp. Ixxx-lxxxix. The full
text of them, with notes by Hon. Edward F. Johnson and Mr. William R.
Cutter, was printed in the Woburn Journal newspaper in 1888.
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general of the arms and munitions of the colony. He took
part in the arrest of Gorton in 1643. In 1645-1647 he served
on some of the important committees for the codification of
-the laws. He had apparently especial skill in surveying, and
often had duties in that field assigned to him by the General
Court. Thus it will be seen that when he undertook the
writing of a history of the colony, he had had good opportuni-
ties of knowing its towns, by personal visits or through their
representatives, and that he was familiar with many portions
of its public business, by reason of several years of active
participation, in a subordinate but still influential capacity.
This participation he continued for many years after the
composition of the book, and indeed until his death, which
- took place on April 23, 1672.

A systematic attempt to discover from internal evidence
the date at which Captain Johnson wrote the Wonder-working
Providence, shows that it was not all the product of one time.
Various passages would seem to show that it was written,
not only after the deaths of Winthrop and Shepard in March
and August, 1649 (pp. 108, 251, 252), but also after the fourth
election of Dudley as governor in May, 1650 (p. 81), yet
before the third election of Endicott in May, 1651 (p. 44).
Also the reference on p. 247 to Boston’s soon-defeated hopes
of being made a city would seem to fix the date between June,
1650, and May, 1651. But on another page (p. 255) Endicott’s
election in May, 1651, is recorded, and the account on p. 202
of the Harvard Commencement of August 12, 1651, and the
graduation of Seaborn Cotton, compels a later date, though on
p. 63 the latter is referred to as still “a young student in a
Colledge.” The truth no doubt is, that the book was mostly
written in 1650, or before May of the next year, but that addi-
tions and amendments were made later in 1651. The numer-
ous descriptions given of the various towns seem to refer to
their condition at about that date.
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The motive for the composition of the book appears from
several passages. The author was convinced in every fibre
that there had been set up in New England an ecclesiastical
and civil polity more closely according with the Word of God
than any other which the world had seen, and that the Lord
had manifested His approval by doing marvellous things in the
wilderness for these His chosen people. Persons disaffected
to this holy experiment, lewd fellows like Morton and Gardiner,
presumptuous heretics like Gorton, had spread in England
reports injurious to the Massachusetts plantation, and these
ought to be combated by any one who cared for the material
and political welfare of the colony, or who valued intelligent
English opinion. What was perhaps still more grievous,
there had been bitter criticism even from a portion of the godly
in England, for in the recent debates, in and out of the West-
minster Assembly, on the reforming of the ecclesiastical polity
of England, the Presbyterian party, dominant in Parliament,
had hotly assailed the ‘“New England Way,” the principles
and practices of Congregationalism. One to whom those
principles were as clear as the sun, those practices invested
with the absolute warrant of Scripture, could not rest easy
without exhibiting to all English readers the marvellous
providences, the gracious and evident mercies, by which
Jehovah had proclaimed to every attentive ear His approval
of New England methods.

So came into existence the first published history of
Massachusetts, a book which, whatever its shortcomings,
represented the honest attempt of a Puritan man of affairs to
set forth to his fellow-Englishmen the first twenty-three
years’ history of the great Puritan colony. A book on that
subject, we may be sure, met a real want in the Puritan Eng-
land of 1653 and 1654, although in the changed atmosphere
of 1659 Nathaniel Brooke might find it slow of sale. But,
printed as it was with the author three thousand miles away,
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it appeared with many typographical defects, and with vaga-
ries of punctuation which must have made many passages
difficult of comprehension even at the time of its appearance,
and are still greater hindrances now. Printer’s punctuation,
executed under such circumstances, cannot be regarded as
sacred. The editor of the present volume has by no means
attempted to systematize the punctuation; even a pointing
that may appear eccentric has in most cases not been altered
if after all it leaves the sense clear. But where a stupid com-
positor has given to the punctuation of the original a form
which perverts or obscures the sense, yet the meaning intended
is to an experienced eye perfectly clear, the needful alteration
has been made without compunction. A good example oc-
curs in the beginning of chapter xx. of the first book, where
the author is made to say that Boston is “‘invironed with the
Brinish flouds, saving one small Istmos, which gives free
accesse to the Neighbour Townes; by Land on the South side,
on the North west, and North East, two constant Faires are
kept for daily traffique thereunto.” Since ‘“Faires” is ob-
viously a misprint for ‘‘Ferries,” to retain a punctuation
which represents two ferries as operating in three different
directions, and one of them by land, would be a Chinese
fidelity for which the editor sees no occasion. Printing
“Faires” but adding ‘‘Ferries” in square brackets, he silently
alters the reading above to ‘‘Istmos, which gives free accesse
to the Neighbour Townes by Land on the South side; on the
North west,” etc. But such alterations of punctuation have
not been made save where the sense is indubitable. Brooke’s
printer’s italics have been deemed no more sacred than his
punctuation.

With whatever helps an editor may supply, the Wonder-
working Providence remains hard reading. Though the author
can tell plain facts in a plain way when he chooses to do so,and
gives us many valuable details respecting business matters,
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his enthusiasm for the great cause of militant Puritanism
frequently leads him astray into rhetorical flights which,
though often vigorous and imaginative, are turgid, bom-
bastic, and tedious. Hardest of all to peruse are the
labored verses which, with excellent motives and a pathetic
patience, he has hammered out whenever he has felt that
an eminent leader in the upbuilding of his Zion calls for
especial commemoration. Yet the prose style has pictur-
esque imagination and a certain manly vigor, and though
the diction of the rhetorical passages is all borrowed from
the one Book the author knew well, a diction borrowed
from that source will never wholly lack beauty and ele-
vation. Even among the verses, one may discriminate.
There are worse verses than those in the ninth chapter of
the third book, beginning,

“From silent night, true Register of moans.”

Johnson’s habit of ‘dropping into poetry” has been so
much commented on by those who have in any way written of
him, that it is natural to ask the question what models he fol-
lowed, in the three varieties of metre which we see in his work.
On this point the editor has consulted his friend Professor
R. E. Neil Dodge, of the University of Wisconsin, an accom-
plished student of Elizabethan verse. Of the metre of which
Johnson’s first two ‘“poems,” those in honor of Cradock and
Endicott, are specimens, he says: ‘“The measure as a whole,
the fourteen-syllable couplet (‘fourteeners’ or, more learnedly,
‘septenars’), would in its general swing be familiar to every
good Puritan in the metrical Psalms of Sternhold and Hop-
kins, e. g., Ps. xxii.:

‘O God my God, wherefore doest thou
forsake me utterly:

And helpest not, when I do make
my great complaint and cry.’
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Sometimes, by rhyming the half-lines, these versifiers make of
the original couplet a fully rhymed quatrain, e. g., Ps. xcv.:

‘O come let us lift up our voyce,
and sing unto the Lord:

In him our rock of health rejoyce
let us with one accord.’

The double ending is rare in these Psalms, as is also internal
rhyme except in the quatrain arrangement given above. See,
however, Ps. xxii., stanza 21:

‘And from the Lyons mouth, that would
me all in sunder shiver:

And from the hornes of unicornes,
Lord safely me deliver.’

The particular arrangement of internal, or sectional, rhymes
which you say is characteristic of his verse may be found in
Tottel’'s Miscellany (v. Arber’s English Reprints), a book very
popular with the Elizabethans under its title of Songs and
Sonnets, which Master Slender wished he had with him when
he set eyes on Mistress Anne Page (Merry Wives of Windsor);
see p. 62 of Arber’s edition:

‘O Goodly hand
Wherein doth stand
My heart distract in pain:
Dear hand, alas!
In little space
My life thou dost restrain.’

Write this out as a septenar couplet and you have exactly
the measure with sectional rhymes used by Captain Johnson.
It was common, but I cannot say just how common.”

The variety next seen, in the verses on Higginson, is the
elegiac quatrain, that of Gray’s Elegy. It had been used, says
Professor Dodge, by Wyatt, Surrey, Sir John Davies, and
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Spenser (Colin Clout’s Come Home Again). All the verses in
the book are in one of these two measures, except the poem
alluded to above, beginning,

“From silent night, true Register of moans,”

and that with which the volume closes. Of this six-line
stanza, Professor Dodge says that it is ““used by Spenser in
January and December of the Shepherd’s Calendar, in The
Tears of the Muses, and elsewhere. It is to be found also in
Shakespeare’s Venus and Adonis, in Drayton’s Legend of
Gaveston and in several of his Eclogues, in fact in poetry about
1600 very often.” He adds:

All these measures were sufficiently common to make specific
investigation of the good Captain’s models needless. He may have had
his favorite poets and may have imitated them, but to decide who they
were would require the reading of all his verse, and even by that process
one would probably not arrive at any very exact conclusions, for it
takes a man of artistic temperament to imitate style recognizably,
whereas a man of ordinary facility with the pen may turn out verse
according to familiar measures readily enough.

However crabbed the style of the Wonder-working Provi-
dence, he that reads it through will be profited. It is little to
say that it is the first published history of New England, and
the most important work on its history brought out before
Cotton Mather’s Magnalia (1702). This is only to say that
- Winthrop’s Journal did not see the light of publication till
1790, nor Bradford’s Hustory of Plymouth Plantation till 1856.
The Wonder-working Providence is far from ranking in the same
class with those incomparable narratives. It is the work of a
much inferior mind; it is disfigured, as may be seen from the
foot-notes of the present edition, by many errors and inaccu-
racies; and the thought and arrangement are often sadly con-
fused. Yet it gives us, what neither Bradford nor Winthrop
could supply, the history, or at any rate the essential spirit,
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of the Massachusetts colony depicted from the point of view
of the rank and file.

Captain Edward Johnson, though superior to the aver-
age man in intelligence, education, abilities, and influence,
may fairly be regarded as typical of the mass of Puritan
settlers. He is by nature an ‘‘organization man,” a stal-
wart, a member of the majority, an upholder of constituted
authority in political life. In religion, quite incapable of
understanding the subtilties of theology, he adheres instinc-
tively to the orthodox side. It is his nature to venerate
his file-leaders, and to follow them enthusiastically and
without a shadow of doubt that their beliefs and positions
are alone correct.

To see, displayed before us, the mind of such a Puritan, is
no small privilege. The founders of Massachusetts, we know,
were distinguished above most founders of colonies in the fact
that they definitely intended to found a great state, on prin-
ciples marked indeed by narrowness, but also by elevation.
It is good to be permitted to see how far their notions pre-
vailed in the minds of their less exalted followers, with what
ardor of enthusiasm the austere programme of the leaders
was maintained in the ranks. The foremost principle of the
Puritan régime in Massachusetts was that the will and the
interests of the individual should be rigidly subordinated to
those of the community. It bred intolerance and persecution
in the seventeenth century, but it bred solidarity and public
spirit in the eighteenth and nineteenth. Democracy being
fated to prevail in a new country, it is good to be enabled to
see the early workings of that spirit of union and solidarity in
the mind of the common man, captain or private in the village
trainband. Captain Johnson explains to us Hosea Biglow.
He helps us to understand the formation of thatextraordinary
body, the like of which the world has seldom seen, the Massa-
chusetts population of 1840, so homogeneous, so resentful of



16 WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE

contamination, yet so intelligent and capable and so infused
with public spirit and the social sense that it could perform
to a marvel the task which awaited it in the next half-century,
the wholesale digesting of the alien.

If we turn to the more personal qualities of Johnson as an
historian, we must admit that we have in him a striking ex-
ample of the hot zealotry, the narrow partisanship, the con-
fident dogmatism, which characterized so much of Puritanism.
All his opinions are self-evident to him. If for want of apter
phrases one may repeat what one has already said of him
elsewhere: ‘“He is full of that narrow Hebraism which, when it
prayed, kept open its windows toward Jerusalem, but closed
every other avenue to the soul. To hew Agag in pieces before
the Lord is to his mind not the least attractive of religious
duties. With him the Church militant is more than a meta-
pllor. The life of the colony appears to him most frequently
in the guise of an armed conflict; he hears in its story the noise
of battle, the thunder of the captains and the shouting, and in
vehement canticles summons the Israel of New England to the
help of the Lord against the mighty.” To the Puritan zeal
he adds the Puritan superstition, and his pages bristle with
special providences.

Yet, however severe his creed, Johnson was a kindly man.
This will be especially apparent to any one who, reading be-
tween the lines, sees how gently he deals with erring brethren.
His spirit, though narrow, is far from ignoble. He has those
virtues which spring from confidence in a high purpose and a
mission felt to be momentous and sacred. It is impossible
not to admire the exaltation, the fervent enthusiasm with
which, in such passages for instance as the fifth chapter of
the second book, he glories in the success of militant Puritan-
ism in old England, and which invests his hortatory passages,
partisan harangues though they are, with a certain rugged
eloquence.
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The original edition of the Wonder-working Providence is
now a rare book, not to be obtained for less than a hundred
dollars. There are copies, however, in the British Museum,
the Boston Public Library, the Woburn Public Library, the
Congregational Library in Boston, those of the Massachusetts
Historical Society, the Boston Athengum, the American Anti-
quarian Society, and Brown University, the John Carter
Brown Library, the Pequot Library, that of the State of New
York in Albany, the Lenox Branch of the New York Public
Library, the Library of Congress, and the libraries of Mr. E. E.
Ayer, the late Mr. E. D. Church, and the late Mr. L. Z. Leiter.
The copy in the Woburn Public Library, which formerly be-
longed to Dr. Abiel Holmes (and was ‘“‘bought in London in the
year 1810 for 7 s. sterling”), has, pasted on the inside of the
cover, an advertisement clipped from a newspaper, unknown
but of date between 1736 and 1762, in which John Draper,
the Boston printer, proposes the reprinting of the work by
subscriptions; but it was not done. In 1814-1819 the Massa-
chusetts Historical Society reprinted it in portions scattered
through volumes II., III., IV., VII., and VIIL of its second
series of Collections, volumes reprinted in 1846 and 1826. The
text was seen through the press by the accurate James Savage,
but there were no annotations. In 1867 a reprint, almost a
fac-simile, was brought out in a small edition of 260 copies by
Dr. William F. Poole. This also was without annotations,
but it has a long introduction on Johnson and his work which
is a model of thorough investigation, and to which all subse-
quent writers who have touched on Johnson, including the
present editor, have been deeply indebted. The present is
the first edition supplied with foot-notes, which the Wonder-
working Providence seems particularly to require.

The frontispiece to the present volume is a reproduction of
the title-page of the original work, which, by the courtesy of
Mr. William R. Cutter of the Woburn Public Library, we were
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permitted to make from the volume in his custody. The map
of New England, showing the settlements founded within the
period covered by the book, is taken from the first volume of Dr.
John G. Palfrey’s History of New England, by permission of
Messrs. Little, Brown & Co., publishers of that work. The
second fac-simile represents the first page of the town records
of Woburn, consisting of the verses by Captain Edward John-
son, town clerk, which have been quoted above, on pp. 7 and 8.
The handwriting, however, is not that of the captain, but that
of his son, Major William Johnson. For permission to photo-
graph the document we are indebted to the present city clerk
of Woburn, Mr. John H. Finn.
J. FRANKLIN JAMESON.
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A HISTORY OF NEW-ENGLAND

From the English planting in the Yeere 1628. uniill the Yeere
1652.

Declaring the form of their Government, Civill, Military, and
Ecclesiastique. Their Wars with the Indians, their Troubles
with the Gortonists, and other Heretiques. Their manner
of gathering of Churches the commodities of the Couniry,
and description of the prmczpall Towns and Havens, with
the great encouragements to increase Trade betunzt them
and Old England. With the names of all their Governours,
Magistrates, and Eminent Ministers.

Psal. 107.24. The righteous shall see i and rejoice, and all
iniquity shall stop her mouth.

Psal. 111.2. The works of the Lord are great, and ought to be
sought out of all that have pleasure in them.

London, Printed for Nath: Brooke at the Angel in Corn-hill.
1654.

TO THE READER

Good Reader,

As large ‘Gates to small Edifices, so are long Prefaces to
little Bookes; therefore I will breifly informe thee, that here
thou shalt find, the time when, the manner how, the cause
why, and the great successe which it hath pleased the Lord to
give, to this handfull of his praysing Saints in N. Engl., and
it will be clearely demonstrated, if thou compare them with
any other people, who have left their countryes, as the Gothes,
Vandals, etc. to possesse a fatter, as Italy, or warmer, as Spaine,
etc. But these forsooke a fruitfull Land, stately Buildings,
goodly Gardens, Orchards, yea, deare Friends, and neere
relations, to goe to a desart Wildernesse, thousands of leagues .

1This, as explained in the Introduction, is the publisher’s title for the book,
not the author’s.
21
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by Sea, both turbulent and dangerous; also many have trav-
elled to see famous Cities, strong Fortifications, etc. or in hope
to enjoy a setled habitation, where riches are attained with
ease. But here the onely encouragements were the laborious
breaking up of bushy ground, with the continued toyl of
erecting houses, for themselves and cattell, in this howling
desart; all which they underwent, with much cheerfulnesse,
that they might enjoy Christ and his Ordinances in their
u)rimitive purity.

And now, you, my honoured Countrey-men, who have
with indefatigable paines, and expence of a great part of your
Estates, furthered this blessed work: Behold how the Lord
of Hosts hath carried it on in despight of all opposition from
his and their enemies, in planting of his Churches in this
New World, with the excellent frame of their Government,
both civil and military, already established; but why stop I
you at the Threshold? go in, and seriously consider this
Wonder-working Providence of Sions Saviour. In the perusing
of which, if thou receivest profit or delight, and God may have
glory thereby, he hath attained the end that he aimed at,
and full satisfaction for all his paynes, who heartily wishes
thee all the good, both of this life, and a better life, in him who
is a Christians all in all.

T. H:!
! Who T. H. was is not known.



WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE OF SIONS
SAVIOUR

BEING A RELATION OF THE FIRST PLANTING IN NEW ENGLAND,
IN THE YEARE, 1628

[Book 1.]
Camar. 1.
The sad Condition of England, when this People removed.

" WHEN England began to decline in Religion, like luke-
. /warme Laodicea, and instead of purging out Popery, a farther
compliance was sought not onely in vaine Idolatrous Cere-
monies, but also in prophaning the Sabbath, and by Procla-
mation throughout their Parish churches, exasperating lewd
and prophane persons to celebrate a Sabbath like the Heathen
to Venus, Baccus and Ceres;® in so much that the multitude
of irreligious lascivious and popish affected persons spred the
{ whole land like Grashoppers, in this very time Christ the
glorious King of his Churches, raises an Army out of our
English Nation, for freeing his people from their long servi-
tude under usurping Prelacy; and because every corner of
England was filled with the fury of malignant adversaries,
Christ creates a New England to muster up the first of his
Forces in; Whose low condition, little number, and remote-
nesse of place made these adversaries triumph, despising
this day of small things, but in this hight of their pride
the Lord Christ brought sudden, and unexpected destruction
upon them. Thus have you a touch of the time when this
L worke began.

1 An allusion to the Declaration concerning Sports, promulgated in 1617 by
James I., and repeated by Charles I. in 1633, which permitted and indeed encour-
aged the practice of playing games on Sundays, after church service.

23
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Christ Jesus intending to manifest his Kingly Office toward
his Churches more fully than ever yet the Sons of men saw,
even to the uniting of Jew and Gentile Churches in one Faith,
begins with our English Nation (whose former reformation
being vere imperfect) doth now resolve to cast down their
false foundation of Prelacy, even in the hight of their domi-
neering dignity. And therefore in the yeere 1628, he stirres
up his servants as the Heralds of a King to make this procla-
mation for Voluntiers, as followeth.

““Oh yes! oh yes! oh yes! All you the people of Christ that
are here Oppressed, Imprisoned and scurrilously derided, gather
yourselves together, your Wives and little ones, and answer to
your severall Names as you shall be shipped for his service, in
the Westerne World, and more especially for planting the united
Collonies of new England; Where you are to attend the service
of the King of Kings.”

Upon the divulging of this Proclamation by his Herralds
at Armes, many (although otherwise willing for this service)
began to object as followeth:

v “Can it possible be the mind of Christ, (who formerly
inabled so many Souldiers of his to keepe their station unto
the death here) that now so many brave Souldiers disciplined
by Christ himselfe the Captaine of our salvation, should turne

v their backs to the disheartning of their Fellow-Souldiers, and
losse of further opportunity in gaining a greater number of
Subjects to Christs Kingdome?”

Notwithstanding this Objection, It was further proclaimed
as followeth: ‘“What, Creature, wilt not know that Christ
thy King crusheth with a rod of Iron, the Pompe and Pride
of man, and must he like man cast and contrive to take his
enemies at advantage? No, of purpose hee causeth such in-
struments to retreate as hee hath made strong for himselfe:
that so his adversaries glorying in the pride of their power,
insulting over the little remnant remaining, Christ causeth
them to be cast downe suddenly forever, and wee find in stories
reported, Earths Princes have passed their Armies at need
over Seas and deepe Torrents. Could Cssar so suddenly
fetch over fresh forces from Europe to Asia, Pompy to foyle?
How much more shall Christ who createth all power, call
over this 900 league Ocean at his pleasure, such instruments
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as he thinks meete to make use of in this place, from
whence you are now to depart, but further that you may
not delay the Voyage intended, for your full satisfaction,
know this is the place where the Lord will create a new
Heaven, and a new Earth in, new Churches, and a new
Common-wealth together; Wherefore,

Caar. II.

The Commassion of the People of Christ shipped for New Eng-
land, and first of their gathering into Churches.

““Attend to your Commission, all you that are or shall
hereafter be shipped for this service, yee are with all possible
speed to imbarque your selves, and as for all such Worthies
who are hunted after as David was by Saul and his Courtiers,
you may change your habit and ship you with what secrecy
you can, carrying all things most needfull for the Voyage and
service you are to be imployed in after your landing. But as
soone as you shall be exposed to danger of tempestious Seas,
you shall forthwith shew whose servants you are by calling
on the Name of your God, sometimes by extraordinary seek-
ing his pleasing Face in times of deepe distresse, and publish-
ing your Masters will, and pleasure to all that Voyage with
you, and that is his minde to have purity in Religion preferred
above all dignity in the world; your Christ hath commanded
the Seas they shall not swallow you, nor Pyrates imprison

our persons, or possesse your goods. At your landing see
you observe the Rule of his Word, for neither larger nor
stricter Commission can hee give by any, and therefore at
first filling the Land whither you are sent, with diligence,
search out the mind of God both in planting and continuing
Church and civill Government, but be sure they be distinct,
yet agreeing and helping the one to the other; Let the matter
and forme of your Churches be such as were in the Primi-
tive Times (before Antichrists Kingdome prevailed) plainly
poynted out by Christ and his Apostles, in most of their
Epistles, to be neither Nationall nor Provinciall, but gathered
together in Covenant of such a number as might ordinarily
| meete together in one place, and built of such living stones as
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loutwardly appeare Saints by calling.! You are also to ordaine
Elders in every Church, make you use of such as Christ hath
indued with the best gifts for that end, their call to Office
shall be mediate from you, but their authority and commission
shall be immediate from Christ revealed in his word; which,
if you shall slight, despise or contemne, hee will soone frustrate
your call by taking the most able among you to honour with
an everlasting Crown; whom you neglected to honour on

Earth double as their due, or he will carry them remote from
Lyou to more infant Churches. You are not to put them upon

anxious Cares for their daily Bread, for assuredly (although
it may now seeme strange) you shall be fed in this Wildernesse,
whither you are to goe, with the flower of Wheate, and Wine
shall be plentifull among you (but be sure you abuse it not).
These Doctrines delivered from the Word of God imbrace,
'and let not Satan delude you by perswading their learned
skill is unnecessary, soone then will the Word of God be
.slighted as translated by such, and you shall be left wildred
with strange Revelations of every phantastick brain; which
ito prevent here are to be shipped among you many both
Godly, Juditious and Learned, who

Caar. III.
Of the Demeanor of their Church Officers.

‘“Being called to Office are in all humility to feed the
flock of Christ, and not for lucre to admit mostly of such
sheepe, whose faire fleeces allure much: nor yet for filling the
flocks to crowd in infectious sheepe, or rather wolves in sheepes
cloathing,(assuredly it will prove bitternesse in the end:)neither
shall you, for feare your allowance will fall short, hinder the

1 That is, the ecclesiastical polity of New England was to be the Independent
or Congregational polity—each local church, composed of converted Christians
only, to be in nearly all particulars independent of other churches, and to be bound
together by a covenant framed for and adopted by the individual church. But
it would be quite erroneous to maintain, as Johnson’s metaphorical language
might lead one to suppose, that the Puritans who planned the great migration to
New England had it in mind from the beginning to put in force there the Con-
gregational polity. They regarded themselves as members of the Church of
England till the force of circumstances led the Salem men into Independency.
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increase of Churches, that so your fellow brethren indued
with like gifts fall short of all; But above all beware of any
love selfe-conceited Opinion, stopping your ears from hearing |
the Counsell of an Orthodox Synod,* but by daily communica-
tion one with another impart Christs minde each to other,
that you may all speake one and the same things; (heale not
lightly the wounds that Wolves make, lest from their fester-
ing Teeth a Gangrin grow;)and further for compleating the
Churches of Christ as well in matters as in Doctrine, there are
ancient experienced godly Christians shipped among you (but
be sure you make choise of such, for feare they be despised)
and let them not be led by favor or affection (as naturally men
are) to Administer in your Office partially, for unworthy the
name of & Ruling Elder is hee, who loses his Lyon-like courage,
when the sound and wholesome Doctrines delivered by Pastor
or Teacher are spoken against by any;* unseemely behaviour
and sleepy hearing by private exhortation prevent (if possible)
lest publick example in open professors stumble some and
hinder the operation of his word, especially in the hearts of
those who have bin long time led away with the inventions of
man in the worship of God. Be sure you contradict not but
confirme with trienall love the Doctrines of Christ, delivered
by your Teaching Elders, which will be a great means to make
it prevaile, for a three-fold cord is not easily broken, trust not
to your own gifts for preventing error, but use all helpes that

*In Congregational theory the local churches were not absolutely indepen-
dent one of another. They were to help each other in several ways, one of
which was that of admonition of an erring church by one of its neighbors, or by
several in concert. It was also contemplated that general synods of all the
churches should occasionally be called, though in practice Massachusetts had
but four, the Cambridge Synod of 1637, dealing with the Antinomians (see post,
bk. ., ch. vi1.), the Cambridge Synod of 1646-1648 (bk. mu., ch. 1v.), that of
1662, and that of 1679-1680.

3 At the beginning, the Congregational polity divided between three officers
the functions performed by the pastor of a modern church. Each church was to
ordain for itself a pastor, whose duty was that of exhortation; a teacher, charged
with exposition of the Scriptures and of theological doctrine (either of these two
could administer the sacraments); and a ruling elder, charged with discipline and
ecclesiastical administration. The system was founded on what was judged to
be that of the primitive church, but was found difficult to maintain, and soon
decayed. Deacons, spoken of below, had charge of the treasury of the church,
provision for the sacraments, and the care of the poor.
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Christ may bless his own meanes, cast not away as incorrigible
such as at first receive not the word in all points, but wait
with patience if at any time the Lord will be pleased to give
them a heart to turne unto him. Beware of a proud censorious
spirit, and should Christ be pleased to place in his building
more pollished stones than thy selfe, make it matter of re-
joycing and not of envy. And further, because the Preaching of
the word is to be continued with all diligence, here are like-
wise imbarked with you faithful servants of Christ to attend
on the Tables of the Churches, plaine-dealing men, yea, in-
dued with wisdome from above, by which they are inabled to
manage and improve the Churches Treasury, not greedily
given to hoord up for themselves, but by their own example
leading others to liberality, and hospitality, having the Earth
in low esteeme, and Faith in exercise when Cattell and Corne
fayle, not given to magnifie their own gifts, but boldly main-
tayning such sound truths as their Teaching Elders have cleared
up from the word of God. And,

Camar. IV.
How the People in Christs Churches are to behave themselves.

" Now you his People, who are pickt out by his provide[ence]
to passe this Westerne Ocean for this honourable service, be-
ware you call not weake ones to Office in this honorable
Army, nor Novices, lest they be lifted up with pride. You see
how full you are furnished for the worke, give no eare to any
Braggadociaes, who to extoll themselves will weaken the
hands of those whom Christ hath made strong for himselfe.
“Yea, such will be the phantasticall madnesse of some (if you
take not heed) that silly Women laden with diverse lusts, will
be had in higher esteeme with them, then those honoured of
Christ, indued with power and authority from him to Preach; ?*)
Abuse not the free and full liberty Christ hath given you in
making choyce of your own Officers, and consent in admitting
into his Churches, and casting out such Members as walke

1 An allusion to the subsequent popularity of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, whose

gainsaying is described from the point of view of an orthodox upholder of the
standing order, in chapters xxx1x.-xL1v. of book 1., post.
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disorderly; you are to walke in all humility, lest in injoyment
of such freedoms as you formerly have not exercised, you ex-
ceede the bounds of modesty, and instead of having your
moderation knowne to all, your imbecility, and selfe-exalta-
tion bee discovered by many. In admission of others into
Church society, remember your selves were once Aliens from
the Covenant of Grace, and in Excommunication, consider
how your selves have been also tempted: in sincerity and
singlenesse of heart, let your words be few, do nothing [to] be
had in high esteeme among men; And think it no imputation
of a weake discerning to be followe[r]s of those are set over
you in the Lord as they follow Christ; (Let your Profession
outstrip your Confession, for seeing you are to be set as lights
upon a Hill more obvious than the highest Mountaine in the
World, keepe close to Christ that you may shine full of his
glory, who imployes you, and grub not continually in the
Earth, like blind Moles, Jbut by your amiable Conversation
seeke the winning of many to your Masters service. Beware
of a proud censorious spirit, make it no part of your Christian
communication to be in continuall discourse of others faults;
Let all things be done in love, and looke not for more smooth-
nesse in stones as yet unplaced in Christs building then® is in
thy selfe, who hast been long layd therein: wait with patience
and cast not off as Reprobates such as cannot presently joyne
with you in every poynt of Discipline, and yet hold fast to
sound and wholesome Doctrine. If you will be a people to
his prayse, who hath called you, seeke the turning of many
to Righteousnesse, purge out all the sowre Leven of unsound
Doctrine, for the minde of Christ is to build up his Churches,
and breake them down no more; (And therefore be sure there
be none to hurt or destroy in all his holy Mountaine, and as he
hath pressed you for his service, that by passing through the
Flouds of Persecution you should be set at liberty, and have
power put into your hands, Then let none wrest it from you
under pretence of liberty of Conscience.) Men of perverse
judgements will draw Disciples after them, but let your con-
sciences be pure, and Christs Churches free from all Doctrines
that deceive. )And all you, who are or shall be shipped for

1 It is the constant practice of the book to use then for than.
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this worke, thinke it not enough that you injoy the truth, but
you must hate every false way and know you are called to be
faithful Souldiers of Christ, not onely to assist in building up
his Churches, but also in pulling downe the Kingdome of
Anti-Christ, then sure you are not set up for tollerating times,
nor shall any of you be content with this that you are set at
liberty, but take up your Armes, and march manfully on till
(all opposers of Christs Kingly power be abolished: )and as for
you who are called to sound forth his silver Trumpets, blow
lowd and shrill, to this chiefest treble tune; For the Armies
ot the great Jehovah are at hand. See you not his Enemies
stretched out on tiptoe, proudly daring on their thresholds, a
certaine signe of their sudden overthrow? be not danted at
your small number, for every common Souldier in Christs
Campe shall be as David, who slew the great Goliah, and his
Davids shall be as the Angels of the Lord, who slew 185000.
in the Assyrian Army.*

Finally, all you who are now sent forth by Christ your
Jehovah to enter upon a Blessed Reformation, if ever you
will have the honours to be provokers of his ancient People
Israel (who are againe suddenly to be honoured by him
in believing) kindle the fire of jealousy in their brests by
your Holy, Heavenly and humble walking, have you not
the most blessedest opertunity put into your hands that
ever people had? then

Camar. V.

What Civill Government the People of Christ ought to set up,
and submit unto in New England.

Fayle not in prosecution of the Worke, for your Lord
Christ hath furnished you with able Pilots, to steere the Helme
in a godly peaceable, Civill Government also, then see you
make choyce of such as are sound both in Profession and
Confession, men fearing God and hating bribes; whose
Commission is not onely limitted with the commands of the
second Table, but they are to looke to the Rules of the first

 An allusion to I Kings xix. 35.
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also,' and let them be sure to put on Joshuas resolution, and
courage, never to make League with any of these seven
Sectaries.?

First, the Gortonists, who deny the Humanity of Christ,
and most blaphemously and proudly professe themselves to
be personally Christ.

Secondly, the Papist, who with (almost) equall blasphemy
and pride prefer their own Merits and Workes of Supereroga-
tion as equall with Christs unvaluable Death, and Sufferings.

Thirdly, the Familist, who depend upon rare Revelations,
and forsake the sure revealed Word of Christ.

Fourthly, Seekers, who deny the Churches and Ordinances
of Christ.

Fifthly, Antinomians, who deny the Morrall Law to be the
Rule of Christ.

Sixtly, Anabaptists, who deny Civill Government to be
proved of Christ.

Seventhly, The Prelacy, who will have their own Injunc-
tions submitted unto in the Churches of Christ. These and

tThe “First Table” comprised the first four of the Ten Commandments,
those dealing with duties to God; the “Second Table” the last six, dealing with
duties to one’s fellow men. The doctrine of the Massachusetts government, as
evinced, e. g., in the case of Roger Williams, was that the civil power had the
right to enforce obedience to the commandments of the First Table.

2 No one will suppose that these are serenely impartial characterizations of
these various religious bodies. The theology of Samuel Gorton, of Shawomet,
and his followers (on whose secular history and relations to Massachusetts, see
bk. 1., chs. XX111., XXIV., post) is not easy to grasp, Gorton being a somewhat inco-
herent prophet; but he seems to have taught that Christ was simply a manifesta-
tion of God, and that God is in a similar sense manifested in the true believer.
The Familists were a sixteenth-century sect in Holland and England, called the
Family of Love, from the love they professed for all human beings however
wicked; orthodox Puritans were wont to speak of them as unsettlers of morality.
The Seekers, with whom Roger Williams had become identified as early as 1638,
were men who had come to doubt or to deny that there were, or had been since
the apostles’ day, any true church, divine sacraments, or valid ordinances, and
who waited for more light. Antinomian was, as is well known, a term of reproach
unjustly applied to the followers of Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinson, their
doctrine that “sanctification was no evidence of justification,” conduct no evi-
dence of divine grace indwelling in one of the elect, being travestied into a denial
of the obligations of morality. Finally, Johnson’s accusation against the Ana-
baptists is founded on the fact that the early Anabaptists or Mennonites refused
the taking of oaths, the acceptance of magisterial position, and the bearing of arms.
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the like your Civill Censors shall reach unto, that the people
of and under your Government, may live a quiet and peaceable
life in all godlinesse and honesty, and to the end that you may
provoke Kings, Princes, and all that are in authority to cast
downe their Crownes at the Feet of Christ, and take them up
againe at his command to serve under his Standard as nursing
Fathers, and nursing Mothers to the Churches and people of
Christ; when your feete are once safely set on the shores of
Amenca., you shall set up and establish civill Government,
and pray for the prosperity thereof, as you love the peace of
his Churches, who hath called you to this service, he hath for
that end shipped among you, some learned in the Law of God,
and practised in rules o d reason or common Lawes proper
to our English Nation. { Be sure you make choyce of the right,
that all people, Nations and Languages, who are soonly to
submit to Christs Kingdome, may be followers of you herein,
as you follow the Rule of Christ; your Magistrates shall not
but open ! the Gates for all sorts. But know, they are Eyes
of Restraint set up for Walles and Bulworks, to surround the
Sion of God; Oh for Jerusalem her peace, see that you mind it
altogether, you know right well that the Churches of Christ
have not thrived under the tolerating Government of Holland,
from whence the Lord hath translated one Church already to
the place whither you are now to goe;? and further it is well
known, loose liberty cannot indure to looke Majesticall author-
ity in the face,) And also you shall finde erronious persons
will contend with authority for upholding truth irrationally,
denying it any power to condemne deceiveable Doctrines, and
that upon this very ground, because Tyranny hath inforced
error heretofore; be not borne downe with a multitude,
neither let any flatter for preferment, which to prevent,
“honour shall be very chargeable among you; yet let not any
deny to beare the burden and cumber of governing this people
of Christ; for assuredly, although their recompence fall short
from man, it shall not be forgotten with the Lord. Lastly,
2 Misprint for “put open,” probably.
* A note in the margin explains: “The Church of Christ at Plimoth was
planted in New England 8 Yeares before any others.”
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Caar. VI.

How the People of Christ ought to behave themselves in War-like
Drscipline.

You shall with all diligence provide against the Malignant
adversaries of the truth, for assure your selves the time is at
hand wherein Antichrist will muster up all his Farces, and
make war with the People of God: but it shall be to his utter
overthrow. See then you store your selves with all sorts of
weapons for war, furbrish up your Swords, Rapiers, and all
other piercing weapons. As for great Artillery, seeing present
meanes falls short, waite on the Lord Christ, and hee will stir
up friends to provide for you:® and in the meane time spare
not to lay out your coyne for Powder, Bullets, Match, Armes
of all sorts, and all kinde of Instruments for War: and although
it may now seeme a thing incredible, you shall see in that
Wildernesse, whither you are going, Troopes of stout Horse-
men marshalled, and therefore fayle not to ship lusty Mares
along with you, and see that with all dilligence you incourage
every Souldier-like Spirit among you, for the Lord Christ
intends to atchieve greater matters by this little handfull
then the World is aware of; wherefore you shall seeke and set
up men of valour to lead and direct every Souldier among you,
and with all diligence to instruct them from time to time.

Feare not the misse of men to fill your Townes, and com-
pleat your companies; for although at first struglings for
truths advance there may but a small number appeare of
sound judgement: yet shall you not prefer any to Office,
whose zeale is not strong for the truth, for now the minde of
Christ is to put out the Name of Ammaleck from under Heaven
(I meane such as have persecuted the Churches and People of
Christ in their low condition) and -assuredly unsound Saules
will spare such as should not be saved from destruction.?

1 Another marginal note says: “Doctor Wilson gave 1000 to New England,
with which they stored them with great Guns.” We find the gift acknowledged
by the General Court in September, 1634, when the fortification of Castle Island
in Boston harbor was begun on account of alarming news from England.

* An allusion to I Samuel xv.
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Then be strong and of a good courage (all you that are to
fight the Lords Battaile) that your Faith faile not at sight of
the great Armies of Gog and Magog: and as for you, who shall
be preferred to highest places in his New England Regiments,
cause your Captaine and other inferior Officers to be diligent
in their severall places, that you may lend helpe to your
Countreymen, that ere long be will see a necessity of contend-
ing for the truth, as well as your selves in choyce of Military
Officers; Let faithfulnesse to the cause in hand, courage,
activity and skill have the prehemency of honours; for al-
though it may seeme a meane thing to be a New England
Souldier, yet some of you shall have the battering and beating
down, scaling, winning and wasting the over-topping Towers
of the Hierarchy; Lieutenants, Ensigne and Serjeants, ex-
ceed not your places, till Experience, Skill and true Valour
promote you to higher honour, to which you shall be daily
aspiring. As the worthy incouragement of a Souldiers labour,
let Military discipline be had in high esteeme among you.
Gentlemen, Corporalls, and fellow-Souldiers, (ixe‘;pe your
weapons in continuall readinesse, seeing you are called to fight
the Battails of your Lord Christ; who must raigne till hee
hath put all his enemies under his Feet, his glorious Victories
cver Antichrist are at hand, never yet did any Souldier re-
joyce in dividing the spoyle after Victory, as all the Souldiers
cf Christ shall, to see his judgement executed upon the great
Whore,' and withall the Lambs bride prepared for him, who
comes Skipping over and trampling down the great Moun-
taines of the Earth, whose universall Government will then
appeare glorious, when not onely the Assyrian, Babilonian,
Persian, Grecian and Roman Monarchies shall subject them-
selves unto him, but also all other new upstart Kingdomes,
Dukedomes, or what else can be named, shall fall before him;
Not that he shall come personally to Reigne upon Earth (as
some vainly imagine) but his powerfull Presence and Glorious
brightnesse of his Gospell both to Jew and Gentile, shall not
onely spiritually cause the Churches of Christ to grow beyond
number, but also the whole civill Government of people upon
Earth shall become his, so that there shall not be any to move

1 An allusion to Revelation xvii., xviii.
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the hand, nor dog his tongue against his chosen, And then
shall the time be of breaking Speares into Mattocks, and
Swords into Sithes; and this to remaine to his last comming,
which will be personally to overcome the last enemies of his
Saints, even death, which hee will doe by the word of his Mouth,
audibly spoken the World throughout. ;

Then all you, who are now, or shal{ hereafter be shipped
for this Voyage, minde the worke of Christ, and not some
following raigne [vain?], titles of honour, others eying the best
Grasse-platts and best Situation for Farmes and large Accom-
modations, crouding out Gods people from sitting down
among you. Wherefore above all beware of covetousnesse;
all you that will be admitted into these select Bands of Christ
Jesus, remember Achan,! whereas Rams Hornes could over-
throw the high and strong walles of Jericho, before his theft
committed, after it the little number of the men of Ai could
put the Host of the living God to flight. See then you stand
upon your watch continually in the strength of Christ, for as-
suredly instead of casting downe the enemies of Christ, this
sin will cast down you utterly, disinable you for striking one
stroke in the cause of Christ; and whereas he hath purposely
pickt out this People for a patterne of purity and soundnesse
of Doctrine, as well as Discipline, that all such may finde a
refuge among you, and let not any Merchants, Inkeepers,
Taverners and men of Trade in hope of gaine, fling open the
gates so wide, as that by letting in all sorts you mar the
worke of Christ intended: neither shall such labourers as hee
hath pickt out to be pyoneers in this Campe of his, drinke up
like Spunges such meanes as hee hath sent to maintaine both
~ Officers, and private Souldiers. Lastly, let not such as fight,
set foote on Land ? to compose Townes for Habitations, take
up large accommodations for sale, to inrich themselves with
others goods, who are to follow them, but freely as you have
received, so give out to others: for so soone as you shall seeke
to ingrosse the Lords wast into your hands, he will ease you
of your burden by making stay of any farther resort unto you,
and then be sure you shall have wast Land enough.

1 See Joshua vii.
* Apparently a misprint for “such as first set foot on land.”
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To this Commission was added a strong motive to this
work as followeth: (Namely, the great enmity betweene that
one truth as it is in Jesus, and all other unsound and unde-
ceiveable Doctrines, together with the persons that hold them;
insomuch, that they cannot stand in one Common-wealth
long together, as sixteene hundred yeares experience will
testifie, the which Moses layes down as one maine reason,
why he might not admit of a toleration to worship God in
Egypt:! And therefore all you that believe the Scriptures,
which so plainly prophecy the destruction of Antichrist and
all Antichristian Doctrines; Pray, pray, pray, pray continually
with that valiant worthy Joshua that the Sun may stand still
in Gibeon, and the Moone in the vally of Aijalon, for assuredly
although some small battailes may be fought against the en-
emies of Christ, yet the great day of their finall overthrow
shall not come till the bright Sonne of that one cleare truth
of Christ, stand still in the Gentile Churches, that those who
fight the Lords Battells may plainly discerne his enemies in all
places, where they finde them, as also such as will continue
fighting must have the World kept low in their eyes, as the
Moon in the valley of Aijalory

Caar. VII.

.Of the goodnesse of God in helping his People to a large liberty
in Spirituall things, under the hopes of gaine in Earthly
things.

This Proclamation being audibly published through the
Tle of Great Brittaine by sundry Herraulds, which Christ had
prepared for that end: the rumour ran through Cities, Townes
and Villages; when those that were opposites heard it, some
cried one thing, and some another, much like the tumult in
the Townhall at Ephesus,’ some said let them goe, others
cryed, sweare them first, others said let no Subsidy men passe,
others would have strict search made for non-conformants,
and that none of the late silenced Ministers might passe into

1 Exodus viii. 25-27. * Acts xix. 32-34.
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the Ships;* Amidst this great hurry the sincere servants of
Christ humbly seeke the Lords assistance in days of Humilia-
tion, taking up some serious cogitations, how to begin this
worthy worke, upon which it was thought meete a patterne ?
should be procured, comprised after the manner of a Corpora-
tion-company or Brotherhood, with as large liberty for govern-
ment of this Association, as could be got under the Broad
Seale of England, which accordingly was done by advise of
one Mr. White an honest Counsellor at Law, as also furthered
by the honoured Mr. Richard Belinham, and under the name
of many worthy personages, as Govemour, Dep. Gov., Assis-
tant(s] and Freemen, etc. Granted, Ingrossed and Sealed as
holding of the manner of East Greenwitch,’ yeelding by way
of homage the sixth part of all such Ore of Gold or Silver, as
might for after time be found within the Limits of the said

1 In 1634 the Commissioners of Plantations had issued orders to the customs
officers at the seaports prohibiting the promiscuous passing of His Majesty’s
subjects to the American plantations. No subsidy men were to pass without a
license, nor other persons without the attestation of two justices; while the
statutes already provided that none should go forth without taking the oath of
allegiance.

'Patent. Johnson passes over, as an unimportant step in the proceedmgs,
the patent granted March 19, 1628, by the Council for New England to six paten-
tees, for this same territory, and comes directly to the essential document, the
royal charter of Charles I. to the Massachusetts Company, of March 4, 1629.
The Mr. White he mentions, John White, was not the eminent Puritan rector of
Trinity Church, Dorchester, the founder of the Cape Ann settlement, but a
prominent Puritan lawyer in London and member of Parliament. Bellingham,
afterward governor of Massachusetts, was at this time recorder (municipal judge)
of Boston, in Lincolnshire. The great movement of 1629-1630 toward Puritan
emigration to New England was the result of contributory streams from Dorset-
shire, London, and Lincolnshire.

3 “Manner” for “manor.” Forexplanation of this phrase, frequent in char-
ters, see an article by Professor Edward P. Cheyney in the American Historical
Review, XI. 29-35. For “sixth part of all such Ore” read “fifth part.” For
“one mile” below, read ‘““three miles.” This last error might seem a strange one
for Johnson to commit, for when Massachusetts, maintaining a strict interpreta-
tion of this phrase despite the northward turn of the upper course of the Merrimac,
laid claim to all New Hampshire and Maine up to 43° 43’ N., Johnson was one
of her commissioners who in 1652 surveyed and located *the most northerly part”
of the river, the place where it issues from Lake Winnipiseogee; an inscription
they cut there, on “Endicott Rock,” is still legible. Our author must have known
well in 1652 how the charter read. But he probably wrote his book before that
year; or the printer may have made the error.
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Grant bounded on the North, with the most Northerly part of
the pleasant River of Merimech, one mile beyond, and on the
South with the most Southern part of that oft frequented
River commonly called Charles, one mile beyond, with power
to rule and govern in all those parts both by Sea and Land;
To elect and set up all sorts of Officers, as well Superior as In-
ferior; to point out their power and places, to defend and
maintaine the said Land, and Inhabitants thereof with all
their lawfull liberties (against all such as at any time should
Invade, Molest or Disturbe the same) as well by offensive as
defensive War, as also to constitute and ordaine Lawes, etc.
Thus these Souldiers of Jesus Christ prepared to advance his
Kingly Government, much like Samuel, when he went to an-
noynt David, took up another errant, withall that the Malig-
nant spirit of Saul might not hinder the worke, so those
Worthies of Christ joyning themselves with Merchants and
others, who had an eye at a profitable Plantation, who had not
herein been deceived would they have stayed their time, but
surely such mist not their marke, whose ayme was at the dur-
able interest, unlesse the fault were their owne, neither let any
man thinke Christ will not recompense those one way or
other, who have been any way helpfull to his people in this
his work; amongst whom the Author will not misse that good
Gentleman, Matthew Craddock.! By the way of thankfull-
nesse to him, Mr. Goff and others this Verse is tendred:

For richest Jems and gainfull things most Merchants wisely venter:
Deride not then New England men, this Corporation enter;

Christ calls for Trade shall never fade, come Craddock factors send:
Let Mayhew go and other more, spare not thy coyne to spend;

Such Trades advance did never chance, in all thy Trading yet:
Though some deride thy losse, abide, her{e]’s gaine beyond mans wit.

1 Matthew Cradock, a rich London merchant, had in the charter of the Massa-
chusetts Company been appointed by King Charles governor (in modern American
parlance, president) of the company. It was he who, in July, 1629, proposed
the transfer of charter and officers to America, and, by vacating the chair in Octo-
ber, made way for the election of Winthrop as governor. Thomas Goffe, another
London merchant, who had been one of the adventurers in the New Plymouth
enterprise, was named deputy-governor in the charter. These seem never to
have come over to New England. Thomas Mayhew,. proprietor of Martha's
Vineyard, then its governor, Indian missionary, and patriarch, came over in 1634.
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Crar. VIIIL.

Of the wonderfull Preparation the Lord Christ by his Prowi-
dence, wrought for his peoples abode in this Western world.

Now let all men know the admirable Acts of Christ for his
Churches and chosen, are universally over the whole Earth
at one and the same time, but sorry man cannot so discourse
of them; And therefore let us leave our English Nation in
way of preparation for this Voyage intended, and tell of the
marvelous doings of Christ preparing for his peoples arrivall
in the Western World, whereas the Indians report they be-
held to their great wonderment that perspicuous bright blazing
Comet (which was so famously noted in Europe);* anon after
Sun set it appeared as they say in the South-west, about three
houres, continuing in their Horizon for the space of thirty
sleepes (for so they reckon their dayes) after which uncouth
sight they expected some strange things to follow, and the
rather, because not long before the whole Nation of the Matta-
chusets were so affrighted with a Ship that arrived in their
Bay, having never seene any before,? thus they report some
persons among them discerning a great thing to move toward
them upon the Waters, wondering what Creature it should
be, they run with their light cannowes, (which are a kinde of
Boates made of Birch Rindes, and sowed together with the
rootes of white Cedar-Trees) from place to place, stiring up
all their Countreymen to come forth, and behold this mon-
strous thing; at this sudden news the shores for many miles
were filled with this naked Nation, gazing at this wonder, till
some of the stoutest among them manned out these Cannowes.
Being armed with Bow and Arrowes, they approached within
shot of the Ship, being becalmed, they let fly their long shafts
at her, which being headed with bone some stuck fast, and
others dropped into the water, they wondering it did not cry,
but kept quietly on toward them, till all of & sudden the
Master caused a piece of Ordnance to be fired, which stroke

1 The celebrated comet of November, 1618, visible in daylight, and observed
by Kepler and Gassendi.

3 Captain John Smith seems to have sailed into Massachusetts Bay in 1614,
and his ship may be the one here referred to.
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such feare into the poore Indians, that they hasted to shore,
having their wonders exceedingly increased; but being gotten
among their great multitude, they waited to see the sequell
with much amazement, till the Seamen firling up their sailes
came to an Anchor, manned out their long bote, and went on
shore, at whose approach, the Indians fled, although now they
saw they were men, who made signes to stay their flight, that
they may have Trade with them, and to that end they brought
certaine Copper-Kettles; the Indians by degrees made their
approach nearer and nearer till they came to them, when be-
holding their Vessells, which they had set forth before them,
the Indian knocking them were much delighted with the
sound, and much more astonished to see they would not breake,
being so thin, for attaining those Vessells they brought them
much Bever, fraugliting them richly away according to their
~ desires. This was vhe first working providence of Christ to
'~ stir up our English Nation, to plant these parts in hope of a
rich Trade for Bever-skins, and this made some of our Country-
men make their abode in these parts, whom this Army of
Christ at their comming over found as fit helps to further
their designe in planting the Churches of Christ; Who by a
more admirable act of his Providence not long after prepared
for his peoples arrivall as followeth.

The Summer after the blazing Starre (whose motion in the
+* Heavens was from East to West, poynting out to the sons of
men the progresse of the glorious Gospell of Christ, the glorious

ing of his Churches) even about the yeare 1618. a little be-
fore the removeall of that Church of Christ from Holland to
Plimoth in New England, as the ancient Indians report, there
befell a great mortality among them, the greatest that ever the
memory of Father to Sonne tooke notice of, chiefly desolating
those places, where the English afterward planted.! The
Country of Pockanoky, Agissawamg, it * was almost wholly

1 The pestilence of 1616-1617 (not 1619) is best described in the first chapter of
Mr. Charles Francis Adams’s Three Episodes of Massachusetts History. Its
character cannot now be determined. Its chief severity fell on the Massachusetts,
whom it perbaps reduced from three thousand fighting men to fifty. Thus the
English settlement of the Bay had little to fear from savage foes.

3 It is evident that the printer has made some mistake here, but what the
reading should be is uncertain. The country of Pokanoket is that lying westward
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deserted, insomuch that the Neighbour Indians did abandon
those places for feare of death, fleeing more West and by
South, observing the East and by Northern parts were most
smitten with this contagion. The Abarginny-men consisting
of Mattachusets, Wippanaps and Tarratines' were greatly
weakened, and more especially the three Kingdomes or Sag-
gamore ships of the Mattachusets, who were before this mor-
tality most populous, having under them seven Dukedomes
or petty Saggamores, and the Nianticks and Narrowganssits,
who before this came were but of little note, yet were they now
not much increased by such as fled thither for feare of death.
The Pecods (who retained the Name of a war-like people, till
afterwards conquered by the English) were also smitten at
this time. Their Disease being a sore Consumption, sweeping
away whole Families, but chiefly yong Men and Children, the
very seeds of increase. Their Powwowes, which are their
Doctors, working partly by Charmes, and partly by Medicine,
were much amazed to see their Wigwams lie full of dead
Corpes, and that now neither Squantam nor Abbamocho ?
could helpe, which are their good and bad God and also their
Powwows themselves were oft smitten with deaths stroke.
Howling and much lamentation was heard among the living,
who being possest with great feare, oftimes left their dead
unburied, their manner being such, that they remove their
habitations at death of any. This great mortality being an
unwonted thing, feare[d] them the more, because’ naturally
the Country is very healthy. But by this meanes Christ ~
(whose great and glorious workes the Earth throughout are
altogether for the benefit of his Churches and chosen) not
onely made roome for his people to plant; but also tamed the
hard and cruell hearts of these barbarous Indians, insomuch

from Plymouth, the region ruled over by Massasoit and Philip. Agissawam may
be the place listed by William Wood (New Englands Prospect, 1634, ad fin.) under
the name Igoshaum, since he calls Agawam Igowam. Unfortunately he does not
give Igoshaum on his map; in the list it stands between ‘“‘Igowam” (Ipswich)
and “Chobocco” (Essex).

1 ““ Aberginian” is used by Wood, and apparently by Johnson, to denote the
Indians from the Massachusetts north-eastward, the Tarratines being seated in
eastern Maine. The Niantics and Narragansetts were situated in Rhode Island,
the Pequots in south-eastern Connecticut.

* Or Hobomok. A powwow was a medicine-man.
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that halfe a handfull of his people landing not long after in
Plimoth-Plantation, found little resistance, of whom the
Author purposes not to speake particularly, being prevented
by the honoured Mr. Winslow, who was an eye-witnesse of the
worke: * onely thus much by the way, they were sent to keepe
possession for their Brethren and fellow Souldiers, who arrived
eight yeares after them, as in processe of this story will God-
willing appeare: and verily herein they quit themselves like
men, or rather Christ for and by them, maintaining the place
notwithstanding the multitude of difficulties they met withall
at their first landing, being in doubtfull suspence what inter-
tainment these Barbarians would give them, having with
prayer supplicated the Lord in the Name of Christ their King
and guide in this their undertaking, they manned out a Boate
to discover what store of the Inhabitants were there. Now
these men, whose courage exceeded the number, being guided
by the provident hand of the most high, landed in some sev-
erall places; and by making fires gave signes of their approach.
Now the Indians, whose dwellings are most neer the water-side,
appeared with their Bowes bent and Arrowes one [on] the
string, let fly their long shafts among this little company,’
whom they might soon have inclosed, but the Lord otherwise
disposed of it, for one Captaine Miles Standish having his
fowling-peece in a reddinesse, presented full at them, his shot
being directed by the provident Hand of the most high God,
strook the stoutest Sachem among them one [on] the right
Arme, it being bent over his shoulder to reach an Arrow forth
his Quiver, as their manner is to draw them forth in fight.
At this stroke they all fled with great swiftnesse through the
Woods and Thickets, then the English, who more thirsted
after their conversion than destruction, returned to their
Bote without receiving any damage, and soon after arrived
where they left their Brethren, to whom they declared the
good hand of God toward them, with thankfull acknowledge-
ment of this great worke of his in preserving them; Yet
did they all remaine full of incumbred thoughts, the Indians,

1The allusion is to Edward Winslow’s Good News from New England
(London, 1624). “Prevented” in the sense of “anticipated.”
. th’u See Pradford, History of Plymouth Plantation, pp. 101, 102, of the edition
in series.
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of whose multitudes they had now some intelligence, together
with experience of spirits, and also knew well without com-
merce with them they were not like long to subsist.

But hee, whose worke they went about, wrought so rare a
Providence for them, which cannot but be admired of all
that heare it. Thus it fell as they were discoursing in the
Bote they had built for shelter, all of a sudden, an Indian
came in among them, at whose speech they were all agast, he
speaking in the English Language, Much welcome English-
men, their wonder was the greater, because upon those Costes
they supposed no English had so much as set foote, and verily
Christ had prepared him on purpose to give his people inter-
tainment, the Indian having lived in England two year or
thereabout, after which he returned home, and at this time
had wandred into those parts in company of other Indians.!
All this, and the condition of the neere adjoyning Indians,
hee soon discovered unto them, at which they were trans-
ported beyond themselves very much, what with joy and the
mixture of their former feare and affection intervening with
the other, surprised all their senses of a sudden, that long it
was ere each party could take its proper place, yea, and be-
yond all this Christ Jesus, by the power of his blessed Spirit,
did now work upon all their faculties both of Soule and Body,
[that] the great impression of his present Providence might
not soon be washed off with the following incumbred cares
of a(Desart Wildernesse} but to contract, they made use of
the present opportunity, and by the instrumentall meanes of
this Indian, became acquainted and reconciled with most of
the Neighbouring Indians. And afterward planted a Church
of Christ there, and set up civill Government, calling the
Name of the place Plimoth: under this jurisdiction there are
ten Churches at this very day,’ this being the first place any
English resorted unto for the advancement of the?
Government of Christ in this Westerne World.)

1 Johnson fuses into one the stories of Samoset and Squanto. Bradford,

pp. 110-112.
* Plymouth, Scituate, Duxbury, Barnstable, Marshfield, Yarmouth, Sand-
wich, Taunton, Eastham, and Rehoboth.
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Caar. IX.

Of the first preparation of the Marchant Adveniurers, in the
Mattachusets.

Now it will be time to returne againe to England, to speake
further of the people that wee left in way of preparation;
who in the yeare 1628. sent forth some store of servants to
provide against the wants of a Desart Wildernesse, amongst
whom came over a mixt multitude, insomuch that very little
appeared of the following worke, onely the much honoured
Mr. John Indicat came over with them to governe, a fit in-
strument to begin this Wildernesse-worke, of courage bold
undanted, yet sociable, and of a chearfull spirit, loving and
austere, applying himselfe to either as occasion served. And
now let no man be offended at the Authors rude Verse, penned
of purpose to keepe in memory the Names of such worthies
as Ig)lshrist made strong for himselfe, in this unwonted worke
of his. '

John Endicat twice Governour of the English, inhabiting the Maita-
chusets Bay in N. England.!

Strong valiant John, wilt thou march on, and take up station first;
Christ cal’d hath thee, his Souldier be, and faile not of thy trust;
Wilderness wants Christ’s grace supplants, then plant his Churches

ure.
With Tongues gifted, and graces led, help thou to his procure;
Undanted thou wilt not allow Malignant? men to wast
Christs Vineyard heere, whose grace should cheer his well-beloved’s
tast.

. 1 John Endicott, one of the six patentees of 1628, was sent out in that year
as local manager, and governed the colony at Naumkeag till Winthrop’s arrival
in 1630. He was five times (five years) deputy-governor of Massachusetts Bay,
and governor fifteen times, 16441645, 1649-1650 (the two terms alluded to by
our author above), 1651-1654, 1655-1665. The word “General” in the verses
below refers to his election as sergeant-major general, the highest military office
in the colony, to which he was chosen in 1645. He was a narrow, rigid, and choleric
Puritan, but sturdy, upright, and useful.

* “Malignant” was among Puritan writers a favorite term by which to desig-
nate royalists and other opponents. The allusion in the next line is to Canticles
vii. 12, then commonly interpreted as relating to Christ and the Church.
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Then honoured be, thy Christ hath thee their Generall promoted:
To shew their love, in place above, his people have thee voted.
Yet must thou fall to grave with all the Nobles of the Earth,
Thou rotting worme, to dust must turn, and worse but for new birth.

The place picked out by this People to settle themselves
in, was in the bosome of the out-stretched arme of Cape
Anne, now called Gloster, but at the place of their abode
they began to build a Town, which is called Salem. After
some little space of time, having made tryall of the Sordid
spirits of the Neighbouring Indians, the most bold among
them began to gather to divers places, which they began to
take up for their owne. Those that were sent over servants,
having itching desires after novelties, found a reddier way to
make an end of their Masters provision, then they could finde
meanes to get more; They that came over their own men
had but little left to feed on, and most began to repent when
their strong Beere and full cups ran as small as water in a
large Land, but little Corne, and the poore Indians so far
from relieving them, that they were forced to lengthen out
their owne food with Acorns, and that which added to their
present distracted thoughts, the Ditch betweene England
and their now place of abode was so wide, that they could
not leap over with a lope-staffe,' yet some delighting their
Eye with the rarity of things present, and feeding their fan-
cies with new discoveries at the Springs approach, they made
shift to rub out the Winters cold by the Fire-side, having
fuell enough growing at their very doores, turning down
many a drop of the Bottell, and burning Tobacco with all the
ease they could, discoursing betweene one while and another,
of the great progresse they would make after the Summers-
Sun had changed the Earths white furr’d Gowne into a greene
Mantell. Now the vernall of thirty nine [twenty-nine] being
come, they addrest themselves to coste it as far as they durst
for feare of loosing themselves, or falling into the hands of
unknown Indians, being kept in awe by a report of a cruell
people, not far of[f,] called the Tarratines.® All this while

1 Leaping-pole. It is possible that Johnson is hardly just to Endicott’s
men. We know from Bradford that they had much illness during the winter of

1628-1629. : ‘
3 Of the region east of the Penobscot.
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little like-lihood there was building the Temple for Gods
worship, there being only two that began to hew stones in
the Mountaines, the one named Mr. Bright, and the other
Mr. Blaxton,® and one of them began to build, but when they
saw all sorts of stones would not fit in the building, as they
supposed, the one betooke him to the Seas againe, and the
other to till the Land, retaining no simbole of his former
profession, but a Canonicall Coate.

Caar. X.

Of the first Church of Christ, gathered at Salem in the Matla-
chusets Government.

This yeare 1629. came over three godly Ministers of Christ
Jesus, intending to shew his power in his peoples lowest
condition as his manner is, thereby to strengthen their Faith
in following difficulties, and now although the number of the
faithfull people of Christ were but few, yet their longing
desires to gather into a Church was very great;* And there-
fore addressed themselves to finde out the blessed Rules of
Christ for preserving herein, who through the assistance of
his Blessed Spirit, found that the Word of God, penned by

1 Rev. Francis Bright, an Oxford man, “trained upp under Mr. Davenport,”
came out to Salem in 1629 as a minister engaged by the Company, along with
Higginson and Skelton, but went back to England in 1630. Rev. William Blax-
ton or Blackstone, B. A. in 1617 of Emmanuel College, Cambridge (and there-
fore presumably a Puritan), M. A. in 1621, had come out to Massachusetts Bay
in 1623 with Robert Gorges, and settled about 1625 on the peninsula now occu-
pied by Boston, its first, and for five years its sole, inhabitant. A bookish recluse,
occupied with his garden and orchard, he yet welcomed and even invited Win-
throp and his company to his peninsula. But he liked, he said, to be under the
*lord-brethren” as little as to be under the ““lord-bishops,” and in 1634 he re-
tired to a place he called Study Hill, in what is now Rhode Island, where he
lived quietly till 1675.

3 The founding of the Salem church is a chief point of departure in the
ecclesiastical history of New England. It established Congregationalism as the
polity of Massachusetts Bay, the essential features being (1) the local church,
(2) composed of converted believers, (3) united by a covenant, (4) choosing and
(5) itself ordaining its ministers, namely, (8) pastor, teacher, and ruling elder.
The fullest description of the event is in Bradford’s History of Plymouth Planta-
tien, pp. 260-262.
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the Apostles in many Epistles, written to particular Churches,
consisting of such as are beloved Saints, by calling appearing
so in the judgement of Charity, being tryed by the rule of the
word, not scandalous in their Lives, for the society of such
they sought, and in these beginnings found very few, seven
being the lest [least] number a Church can be gathered, or
conceived by just consequence from the Word of God. Hav-
ing fasted and prayed with humble acknowledgement of their
own unworthinesse to be called of Christ to so worthy a worke,
they joyned together in a holy Covenant with the Lord, and
one with another, promising by the Lords Assistance to walke
together in Exhorting, Admonishing, and Rebuking one
another, and to cleave to the Lord with a full purpose of
heart, according to the blessed Rules of his Word made known
unto them, and further they seeing by light of Scripture the
Lord Christ ascended up on high to give gifts unto men, not
onely extraordinary as Apostles, etc. before the Canon of the
Scripture was perfected, but also ordinary as Pastors and
Teachers, and that such are to be fitted with gifts according,
for so mighty a worke, as is the Feeding and Ruling the
Flock of Christ, Wherefore they Elected ! and Ordained one
Mr. Higginson to be Teacher of this first Church of Christ,
set up in those parts, a man indued with grace, apt to teach,
and mighty in the Scriptures, Learned in the Tongues,
able to convince gain-sayers, aptly applying the word to
his hearers, who departed this life not long after, of whom
it may be said.

The Reverend Mr. Higgingson, first Pastor of the Church of Christ
at Salem in New England.

What Golden gaine made Higginson remove,
From fertill Soyle to Wildernesse of Rocks;

*T'was Christs rich Pearle stir’d up thee toile to love,
For him to feed in Wildernesse his flocks.

! July 20, 1629. The elections were conducted by written ballot, the first
known instance of its use in America. Rev. Francis Higginson, M.A. of Cam-
bridge 1613, had been sent out this spring by the Company. His interesting
description of the country, New England’s Plantation, was printed in London in
ﬁed.hst a year after the date of his ordination, namely, on August 6, 1630,
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First Teacher, he here, Sheepe and Lambs together,
First crownd shall be hee in the Heavens of all

Christs Pastors here, but yet Christ[’s] folke had rather
Him here retaine; blest he whom Christ hath call’d.

They also called to the Office of an Exhorting Elder*
Mr. Scelton, a man of a gratious Speech, full of Faith and
furnished by the Lord with gifts from above, to begin this
great worke of his, that makes the whole Earth to ring againe
at this present day.

The Reverend Mr. Scelton, first Pastor of the Church of Christ, at
Salem in New England, 1630.

Scelton for Christ did leave his Native soile,

Christ[’s] Grace first wrought for him, or he had never
A Pastor been in Wildernesse to toile,

Where Christ his Flock doth into Churches gather;
For five yeares space to end thy war-faire thou

Must meete with wantes, what wants can be to him
Whose Shepheard’s Christ? Earths fullnesse hath for you,

And Heavens rich Crowne for thee, with’s conquest win.

This Church of Christ, being thus begun, the Lord with the
Water-spouts of his tender Mercy caused to increase and
fructify. And now let every Eare listen, and every heart
admire, and inlarge it selfe to the astonishment of the whole
man at this wonderous worke of the great Jehovah, that in
thrice seven yeares® (after the beginning of this Worke)
wrought such fearfull Desolations, and wonderfull Alter-
ations among our English Nation, and also in this (dis-
mall Desart,) wasting the naturall Inhabitant with deaths
stroke, and that as is former touched, the Mattachusets,
who were a populous Nation, consisting of 30000 able
men, now brought to lesse then 300. and in their roome
and place of abode this poore Church of Christ consisting
at their beginning, but of seven persons, increased to forty

1Or pastor. Samuel Skelton was also a Cambridge M.A. He died in
1634, hence the “five yeares space” in the verses below. In their caption read
1629 for 1630.

3 Reckoning from 1629 to 1650.
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three * Churches in joynt Communion one with the other,
professing One God, One Christ, and one Gospell, and in
those Churches about 7730. Soules in one profession of the
Rules of Christ, and that which makes the worke more admir-
able in the Eyes of all beholders, mens habitations are cut out
of the Woods and Bushes, neither can this place be entered
by our English Nation, but by passing through a dreadfull
and terrible Ocean of nine hundred Leagues in length.

CHar. XI.

Of the Glorious beginnings of a thorough Reformation in the
Churches of Christ.

Further know these are but the beginnings of Christs
glorious Reformation, and Restauration of his Churches to a
more glorious splendor than ever. Hee hath therefore caused
their [the] dazeling brightnesse of his presence to be contracted
in the burning-Glasse of these his peoples zeale, from whence
it begins to be left upon many parts of the World with such
hot reflection of that burning light, which hath fired many
places already, the which shall never be quenched till it hath
burnt up Babilon Root and Branch. And now let the Reader
looke one the 102. Psalme, the Prophet Isaia 66. Chapter;
take this Sharpe Sword of Christs Word, and all other Scrip-
tures of like nature, and follow on yee valiant of the Lord;
And behold the worthies of Christ, as they are boldly leading
forth his Troopes into these Westerne Fields, marke them
well Man by Man as they march, terrible as an Army with
Banners, croud in all yee that long to see this glorious sight;
see, ther’s their glorious King Christ one [on] that white
Horse, whose hoofes like flint cast not only sparkes, but
‘flames of fire in his pathes. Behold his Crown beset with
Carbunkles, wherein the names of his whole Army are
written. Can there be ever night in his Presence, whose eyes
are ten thousand times higher [brighter] than the Sun? Be-

1 Just how the number forty-three is reached is uncertain. Johnson counts
ten in Plymouth Colony, p. 43, supra; he mentions the church of Martha’s
Vineyard, p. 264, poet, and his chapter-headings plainly count thirty in Massa-
chusetts proper; but these would make but forty-one.
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hold his swiftnes, all you that have said, where is the promise
of his comming? Listen a while, hear what his herauld pro-
claimes, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, both her Doctrine and
Lordly rabble of Popes, Cardinalls, Lordly-Bishops, Friers,
Monks, Nuns, Seminary-Priests, Jesuits, Ermites, Pilgrims,
Deans, Prebends, Arch-Deacons, Commissaries, Officialls,
Proctors, Somners, Singing-men, Choristers, Organist, Bel-
lows-blowers, Vergers, Porters, Sextons, Beads-men, and
Bel-ringers and all others who never had name in the Word
of God;* together with all her false Doctrines, although they
may seeme otherwise never so contradictory, as Arians, who
deny the God-head of Christ, and Gortenists who deny the
Humanity of Christ: Papists, who thinke to merit Heaven
by the Workes of the Law, Antinomians, who deny the
Law of God altogether as a rule to walke by in the
obedience of Faith, and deny good works to be the Fruit
of Faith, Arminians, who attribute Gods Election or Rep-
robation to the will of Man, and Familists, who forsake
the revealed Will of God, and make men depend upon
strong Revelations, for the knowledge of Gods Electing
Love towards them, Conformitants or Formalists, who bring
in a forme of worship of their owne, and joyne it with
the worship God hath appointed in his Word, Seekers,
that deny all manner of worship or Ordinances of Christ
Jesus, affirming them to be quite lost, and not to be
attained till new Avostles come.

Caar. XII.

Of the voluntary banishment, chosen by this People of Christ,
and their last farewell taken of their Country and Friends.

And now behold the severall Regiments of these Souldiers
of Christ, as they are shipped for his service in the Westerne
World, Part thereof being come to the Towne and Port of
Southamptan in England, where they were to be shipped,
that they might prosecute this designe to the full, one Ship

' It will be remembered that Johnson was a Canterbury man, familiar with
cathedral usages and archiepiscopal courts.
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called the Eagle,' they wholy purchase, and many more they
hire, filling them with the seede of man and beast to sow this
yet untilled Wildernesse withall, making sale of such Land
as they possesse, to the great admiration of their Friends and
Acquaintance, who thus expostulate with them, ‘“What, will
not the large income of your yearly revenue content you,
which in all reason cannot chuse but be more advantagious
both to you and yours, then all that Rocky Wildernesse,
whither you are going, to run the hazard of your life? Have
you not here your Tables filled with great variety of Foode,
your Coffers filled with Coyne, your Houses beautifully built
and filled with all rich Furniture? (or otherwise) have you not
such a gainfull Trade as none the like in the Towne where you
live? Are you not inriched daily? Are not your Children
very well provided for as they come to years? (nay) may you
not here as pithily practise the two chiefe Duties of a Christian
(if Christ give strength), namely Mortification and Sanctifica-
tion, as in any place of the World? What helps can you have
there that you must not carry from hence?” With bold
resolvednesse these stout Souldiers of Christ reply; as Death,
the King of terror, with all his dreadfull attendance, inhumane
and barbarous tortures, doubled and trebled by all the in-
fernal furies, have appeared but light and momentany to the
Souldiers of Christ Jesus, so also the Pleasure, Profits and
Honours of this World set forth in their most glorious splen-
dor and magnitude by the alluring Lady of Delight, proffer-
ing pleasant embraces, cannot intice with her Syren Songs,
such Souldiers of Christ, whose aymes are elevated by him,
many Millions above that brave Warrier Ulysses.

Now seeing all can be said will but barely set forth the im-
moveable Resolutions that Christ continued in these men;
Passe on and attend with teares, if thou hast any, the follow-
ing discourse, while these Men, Women and Children are taking
their last farwell of their Native Country, Kindred, Friends
and Acquaintance, while the Ships attend them; Many make
choise of some solitary place to eccho out their bowell-breaking
affections in bidding their Friends farwell. ‘“Deare friends”’

! Winthrop’s ““admiral” or flag-ship, a ship of three hundred and fifty tons.
The name was changed to Arbella; see p. 56, post. Johnson probably was a
passenger in this ship.
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(sayes one) “‘as neare as my owne soule doth thy love lodge in
my brest, with thought of the heart-burning Ravishments,
that thy Heavenly speeches have wrought: my melting soule
is poured out at present with these words.” Both of them
had their farther speach strangled from the depth of their
inward dolor, with breast-breaking sobs, till leaning their
heads each on others shoulders, they let fall the salt-dropping
dews of vehement affection, striving to exceede one another,
much like the departure of David and Jonathan: having a
little eased their hearts with the still streames of Teares, they
recovered speech againe. ‘‘Ah! my much honoured friend,
hath Christ given thee so great a charge as to be Leader of
his People into that far remote, and vast Wildernesse, I [ay],
oh, and alas, thou must dig there and never shall I see thy
Face in the flesh againe. | Wert thou called to so great a
taske as to passe the pretious Ocean, and hazard thy person in
Battell against thousands of Malignant Enemies there,)there
were hopes of thy return with triumph; but now after two,
three, or foure moneths spent with daily expectation of
swallowing Waves and cruell Pirates, you are to be Landed
among barbarous Indians, famous for nothing but cruelty,
where you are like to spend your days in a famishing condition
for a long space.” Scarce had he uttered this, but presently
hee lockes his friend fast in his armes; holding each other
thus for some space of time, they weepe againe. But as Paul
to his beloved flock, the other replies, ‘“What doe you weep-
ing and breaking my heart?* I am now prest for the service
of our Lord Christ,(to re-build the most glorious Edifice
of Mount Sion in a Wildernesse,jand as John Baptist, I must
cry, Pre{)are yee the way of the Lord, make his paths strait,
for behold hee is comming againe,(hee is comming to destroy
Antichrist, and give the whore double to drinke the very
dregs of his wrathy Then my deare friend unfold thy hands,
for thou and I have much worke to doe, I [ay] and all Chris-
tian Souldiers the World throughout.”

Then hand in hand they leade each other to the Sandy-
banks of the brinish Ocean, when clenching their hands fast,
they unloose not til inforced to wipe their watery-eyes, whose

1Acts xxi. 13. Johnson quotes sometimes from the Geneva Bible, some-
times, apparently, from the Authorized Version; here from the former.
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constant streames forced a watery-path upon their Cheekes,
which to hide from the eyes of others they shun society for a
time, but being called by occasion, whose bauld back-part
none can lay hold one [on]; They thrust in among the throng
now ready to take Ship, where they beheld the like affections
with their own among divers Relations. Husbands and
Wives with mutuall consent are now purposed to part for a
time 900 Leagues asunder, since some providence at present
will not suffer them to goe together; they resolve their tender
affections shall not hinder this worke of Christ. The new
Married and betrothed man, exempt by the Law of God from
war, now will not claime their priviledge, but being con-
strained by the Love of Christ, lock up their naturall affections
for a time, tjll the Lord shall be pleased to give them a meet-
ing in this(Westerne World, [sweetly mixing it with spirituall
love in the meane time. Many Fathers now take their yong
Samuells, and give them to this service of Christ all their
Lives. Brethren, Sisters, Unkles, Nephewes, Neeces, to-
gether with all Kindred of bloud that binds the bowells of
affection in a true Lovers knot, can now take their last fare-
well, each of other, although naturall affection will still claime
her right, and manifest her selfe to bee in the body by looking
out at the Windowes in & mournefull manner. Among this
company, thus disposed, doth many Reverend and godly
Pastors of Christ present themselves, some in a Seamans
Habit, and their scattered sheepe comming as a poore Con-
voy loftily take their leave of them as followeth, ‘““What dole-
full dayes are these, when the best choice our Orthodox
Ministers can make is to take up a perpetuall banishment
from their native soile, together with their Wives and Chil-
dren; wee their poore sheepe they may not feede, but by
stoledred * should they abide here. Lord Christ, here they
are at thy command, they go; this is the doore thou hast
opened upon our earnest request, and we hope it shall never
be shut: for Englands sake they are going from England to

pray without ceasing for England.| O England! thou shalt .

finde New England prayers prevailing with their God for thee,
but now woe alas, what great hardship must these our in-

1 Stealth.
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deared Pastors indure for a long season.” With these words
they lift up their voyces and wept, adding many drops of
salt liquor to the ebbing Ocean; Then shaking hands they
bid adue with much cordiall affection to all their Brethren,
and Sisters in Christ, yet now the Scorne and Derision of
those times, and for this their great enterprise counted as
so many crackt-braines; but Christ will make all the earth
know the wisdome he hath indued them with, shall over-
top all the humane policy in the World, as the sequell
wee hope will shew; Thus much shall suffice in generall
to speak of their peoples farewell they tooke from time
to time of their Country and Friends.

Caap. XIII.

Of the charges expended by this poore People, to injoy Christ in
his purity of his Ordinances.

And now they enter the Ships, should they have cast up
what it would have cost to people New England before hand,
the most strongest of Faith among them would certainly
have staggered much, and very hardly have set saile. But
behold and wonder at the admirable Acts of Christ, here it is
cast up to thy hand, the passage of the persons that peopled
New England cost ninety five thousand pounds;® the Swine,
Goates, Sheepe, Neate and Horse, cost to transport twelve
thousand pound besides the price they cost; getting food for
all persons for the time till they could bring the Woods to
tillage amounted unto forty five thousand pounds; Nayles,
Glasse and other Iron-worke for their meeting-houses, and
other dwelling houses, before they could raise any meanes in
the Country to purchase them, Eighteene thousand pounds;
Armes, Powder. Bullet and Match, together with their great
Artillery, twenty two thousand pounds: the whole sum
amounts unto one hundred ninety two thousand pound,

1 At four and a half pounds sterling per passenger, which is a fair estimate
of ocean passage-money at this time, this corresponds with the estimate, given at
the end of the next chapter, of the total immigration into New England down to
the outbreak of the Civil War in England in 1642. After that date emigration
from England nearly ceased.
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beside that which the Adventurers laid out in England,
which was a small pittance compared with this, and indeed
most of those that cast into this Banke were the chiefe Ad-
venturers. Neither let any man thinke the sum above ex-
pressed did defray the whole charge of this Army, which
amounts to above as much more, onely this sum lies still in
banke, and the other they have had the income againe; This
therefore is chiefly presented to satisfie such as thinke New
England men have beene bad husbands in mannaging their
Estates. Assuredly here it lies in banke, put out to the
greatest advantage that ever any hath beene for many hun-
dred of yeares before, and verily although in casting it up
some hundreds may be miscounted (for the Author would
not willingly exceede in any respect) but to be sure Christ
stands by and beholds every mite that (in the obedience of
Faith) is cast into this Treasury: but what doe wee answer-
ing men? the money is all Christs, and certainly hee will take
it well that his have so disposed of it to his advantage; by
this meanes hee hath had a great income in England of late,
Prayers, Teares and Praise, and some Reformation; Scot-
land and Ireland have met with much of the profit of this
Banke, Virginia, Bermodas and Barbados have had a taste,'
and France may suddenly meete with the like. Therefore
repent you not, you that have cast in your Coyne, but tremble
all you that with a penurious hand have not onely cast in
such as are taking out, to hord it up in your Napkins, remem-
ber Ananias and Saphirah, how darest thou doe it in these
dayes, when the Lord hath need of it? Gentle Reader make
use of this memorable Providence of Christ for his New Eng-
land Churches, where had this poore people this great sum
of money? the mighty Princes of the Earth never opened |
their Coffers for them, and the generality of these men were
meane and poore in the things of this life, but sure it is the
work is done, let God have the glory, who hath now given them
food to the full, and some to spare for other Churches.

1 See bk. mi., ch. xI., post.
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Caar. XIV.

Of the wonderfull preservation of Christ, in carrying his People
Men, Women, Children, through the largest Ocean in the
World.

And now you have had a short survay of the charges of
their New England Vayages, see their progresse. Being
safe aboard, weighing Anker and hoysting saile they betooke
them to the protection of the Lord on the wide Ocean. No
sooner were they dispersed by reason of the widenesse of
the Sea, but the Arrabella (for so they called the Eagle, which
the company purchased, in honour of the Lady Arrabella,
Wife to that godly Esquire, Izack Johnson)® espied foure
Ships, as they supposed, in pursuit of them, their suspition
being the more augmented by reason of a report (when they
lay in harbor) of foure Dunkerk-men of war,® who were said
to lie waiting for their comming forth. At this fight they
make preparation, according to their present condition,
comforting one another in the sweete mercies of Christ: the
weaker sex betooke them to the Ships hold, but the men one
[on] Decks waite in a readinesse for the enemies approach.
At whose courage many of the Seamen wonder, not knowing
under whose command these their passengers were, even he
who makes all his Souldiers bold as Lions. Yet was he not
minded to make triall of his peoples valiantcy in fight at this
time, for the ships comming up with them proved to be their
own Countrymen and friends, at which they greatly rejoyced,
seeing the good hand of their God was upon them, and are
further strengthened in Faith to rely one [on] Christ, for the
future time, against all Leakes, Stormes, Rockes, Sands, and

1 Isaac Johnson, one of the “assistants,” and reputed the richest of the
immigrants, was married to Lady Arbella or Arabella Fiennes, sister of the
Earl of Lincoln. She died within three months after her arrival in New England,
and her husband less than a month after her. See ch. xvi1., post.

3Till November, 1630, England was still nominally at war with Spain.
Dunkirk was a Spanish possession. Its position with respect to the Straits of
Dover made it an advantageous port from which men-of-war and privateers
could prey upon English commerce in the Channel, and they did so in time of
peace as well as in time of war.
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all other wants a long Sea-voyage procures, sustaining them
with all meeknesse and patience, yet sensible of the Lords
frownes, humbling their soules before him, and also rejoycing
in his deliverances in taking the cup of Salvation, and pay-
ing the tribute of thankfulnesse to the most high, whose provi-
dent hand was diversly directed toward them, purposely to
point out the great hardships they must undergoe in this
their Christian warfare, and withall to tell them, although
their difficulties were many and mournfull, yet their victories
should be much more glorious and joyfull, eminently eyed of
the whole World. But now keeping their course so neere as
the winds will suffer them, the billowes begin to grow lofty
and rageing, and suddenly bringing them into the vale of
death, covering them with the formidable flouds, and dash-
ing their bodies from side to side, hurling their unfixed goods
from place to place. At these unwonted workes many of
these people, amazed, finde such opposition in nature, that her
principles grow feeble, and cannot digest her food, loathing
all manner of meat, so that the vitall parts are hindered from
co-operating with the Soule in spirituall duties, insomuch
that both Men, Women and Children are in a helplesse con-
dition for present, and now is the time if ever of recounting
this service they have, and are about to undertake for Christ;
but he, who is very sensible of his peoples infirmities, rebukes
the winds and Seas for their sakes, and then the reverend and
godly among them begin to exhort them in the name of the
Lord, and from the Lord, being fitted with such words as
much incourrages the worke they are going about. Many of
their horses and other Cattell are cast over-board by the way,
to the great disheartning of some, but Christ knew well how
far his peoples hearts would be taken off the maine worke
with these things. And therefore although he be very ten-
der in providing outward necessaries for his, yet rather than
this great worke (he intends) should be hindered, their Tables
shall be spred but thinly in this Wildernesse for a time.
After the Lord had exercised them thus severall ways, he sent
Diseases to visit their Ships, that the desart Land they were
now drawing near unto might not be deserted by them at
first enterance, which sure it would have been by many, had
not the Lord prevented by & troublesom passage. At fortv
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dayes end, or thereabout, they cast to sound the Seas depth,
and find them sixty fadom, by which they deem the bankes
of New found Land are near, where they being provided with
Cod-line and Hooke hale up some store of fish to their no
small refreshing, and within some space of time after they
approach the Cost of New England, where they are againe
provided with Mackarell, and that which was their greater
rejoycing, they discover Land; at sight thereof they blessed
the Lord.

But before the Author proceed any further in this Dis-
course, take here a short survay of all the Voyages by Sea,
in the transportation of these Armies of the great Jehova,
for fifteene years space to the year 1643, about which time
England began to indeavour after Reformation, and the
Souldiers of Christ were set at liberty to bide his battells at
home, for whose assistance some of the chiefe worthies of
Christ returned back. The number of Ships that transported
passengers in this space of time, as is supposed, is 298.' Men,
Women and Children passing over this wide Ocean, as near
as at present can be gathered, is also supposed to be 21200
or thereabout.

Caar. XV.

An Ezhortation to all People, Nations and Languages, to in-
deavour the advancing of the Kingdome of Christ in the
purity of his Ordinances, seeing he hath done such admi-
rable Acts for these poore shrubs.

And now all you whose affections are taken with wonder-
full matters (Attend) and you that thinke Christ hath for-
gotten his poore despised people (Behold) and all you that
hopefully long for Christs appearing to confound Antichrist
(Consider) and rejoyce all yee his Churches the World through-

1 At the beginning of ch. xv1. the number is stated as one hundred and ninety-
eight, which is more likely what Johnson wrote or meant to write. Somewhat
more than & hundred such ships are enumerated in the pages of Winthrop for
the period 1630-1643. In the sixty cases in which he gives the number of pas-
sengers brought, it averages a little over one hundred, as would also be true of
one hundred and ninety-eight ships bringing twenty-one thousand two hundred
passengers.
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out, for the Lambe is preparing his Bride, and oh! yee the
antient Beloved of Christ, whom he of old led by the hand
from Egypt to Canaan, through that great and terrible Wil-
dernesse, looke here, behold him whom you have peirced,
preparing to peirce your hearts with his Wonder-working
Providence, and to provoke you by this little handfull of his
people to looke on.him, and mourne. Yet let no man think
these few weake Wormes would restraine the wonderfull
Workes of Christ, as onely to themselves, but the quite con-
trary, {these [are] but the Porch of his glorious building in
hand, and if hee have shewed such admirable acts of his
providence toward these, what will he doe when the whole
Nation of English shall set upon like Reformation accord-
ing to the direct Rule of his Word? Assured confidence
there is also for all Nations, from the undoubted promise
of Christ himselfe.|

The Winter is past, the Raine is changed and gone, come
out of the holes of the secret places, feare not because your
number is but small, gather into Churches, and let Christ be
your King; yee Presbytery, Lord it not over them or any
Churches, but feed every one, that one flock over which
Christ hath made you overseers, and yee people of Christ
give your Presbytery double honours, that they with you
may keepe the watch of the Lord over his Churches. {Yee
Dutch come out of your hods-podge, the great mingle-mangle
of Religion among you hath caused the Churches of Christ to
increase so little with you, standing at a stay like Corne
among Weeds, Oh, yee French! feare not the great swarmes
of Locusts, nor the croking Frogs in your Land, Christ is
reaching out the hand to you, look what hee hath done for
these English, and sure hee is no Respecter of Persons, etc.:
yee Germanes that have had such a bloudy bickering, Christ
is now comming to your aide, then cast off your loose, and
carelesse kinde of Reformation; gather into Churches, and
keepe them pure, that Christ may delight to dwell among you:
oh Italy! The Seat and Center of the Beast, Christ will now
pick out a People from among you for himselfe, see here what
wonders hee workes in little time. Oh! yee Spaniards and
Portugalls, Christ will shew you the abominations of that
beastly Whore, who hath made your Nations drunke with the
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Wine of her Fornication.! Dread not that cruell murtherous
Inquisition, for Christ is now making Inquisition for them,
and behold, here how hee hath rewarded them, who dealt
cruelly with these his people.

Finally, oh all yee Nations of the World, behold great is
the worke the glorious King of Heaven and Earth hath in
hand; beware of neglecting the call of Christ: and you the
Seed of Israel both lesse and more, fthe ratling of your dead
bones together is at hand, Sinewes, Flesh and Life:)at the
Word of Christ it comes. Counsellers and Judges you shall
have as at the begining to fight for you, as Gidion, Bareck,
Jeptha, Samson etc. then sure your deliverance shall be
sudden and wonderfull. If Christ have done such great
things for these low Shrubs, what will his most Admirable,
Excellent and wonderfull Worke for you he, but as the Resur-
rection from the dead, when all the miraculous acts of his
wonderfull power shewed upon Pharoah for your fore-Fathers
deliverance shall be swallowed up with those far greater
workes that Christ shall shew for your deliverance upon the
whole World, by Fiers and Bloud destroying both Pope and
Turke, when you shall see great smoake and flames ascending
up on high, of that great Whore, Revel. 14 and 11. verse, and
the 17. and 16. verse, and the 18. the 8. and 18. vers. Then
oh! you People of Israel gather together as one Man, and grow
together as one Tree. Ezek. 37. and 23. For Christ the great
King of all the Earth is now going forth in his great Wrath
and terrible Indignation to avenge the bloud of his Saints,
Ezek. 38 and 19. vers. and now for the great and bloudy
Battell of Gog and Magog,? Rivers of bloud, and up to the
Horse-bridles, even the bloud of those [who] have drunke
bloud so long. Oh! dreadfull day, when the patience and
long-suffering of Christ, that hath lasted so many hundreds
of yeares, shall end. What wonderous workes are now sud-
denly to be wrought for the accomplishment of these things!
Then judge all you (whom the Lord Christ hath given a dis-
-| cerning spirit) whether these poore New England People, be
Lnot the forerunners of Christs Army, and the marvelous provi-

1 Revelation xiv. 8, Babylon being currently identified with the Church of

Rome.
? Revelation xx. 8.
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dences which you shall now heare, be not the very Finger of
God, and whether the Lord hath not sent this people to
Preach in this Wildernesse, and to proclaime to all Nations,
the neere approach of the most wonderfull workes that ever
the Sonnes of men saw. Will not you believe that a Nation
can be borne in a day? here is a worke come very neare it;
but if you will believe you shall see far greater things than
these, and that in very little time, and in the meane time
looke on the following Discourse.

Crar. XVI.

Of the admirable Acts of Christs Providence, in delivering
this his people in their Voyages by Sea, from many foule
dangers. :

You have heard of about 198. Ships passing the perillous
Ocean, of all which I heare of but one that ever miscarried;*
yet shall you here see some of the great dangers they were in.
The Ship this Author came in, a foggy morning, anon by
breake of day was ready to be steamed by a Pirate, but being
unready for fight they passed by; others by a fog, have been
delivered from farther chase of them, so that of this great
number never did any Pirate make one shot at them, accord-
ing to best intelligence. Their deliverance from leakes also
hath been no lesse wonderfull, some so neare sinking, that the
loving affection betweene Husband and Wife, hath caused
them to fould each other in their Armes, with Resolution to
die together, and make the Sea their Grave, yet not ceasing
to call on the Lord, their present helpe in time of need, who
is minded to manifest his great care for this his people to all
that shall come to hear thereof, And therefore directs to
meanes for freeing their ships, being now ready to founder
in the depthlesse Ocean. And further, as if these deliverances
were too little to expresse the tender care Christ hath of his,
to free them from all dangers, those that occupy their busi-
nesse in the deepe, and see the Wonders of God upon the
waters, are taken with great astonishment to behold the
extraordinary hand of the most High, in transportation of

1 The Gabriel, lost at Pemaquid, Maine, in 1635.
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this people, in that their ships all of a sudden are brought so
neer the ground, and yet strike not, their Pilots missing oft-
times of their skill on those unwandered Coasts, but their
Jehovah hee misses not to be an exact Pilot in the most
thickest fogge and darkest nights, for thus it befell.

The night newly breaking off her darknesse, and the day-
light being clouded with a grosse vapor, as if nights Curtaines
remained halfe shut, the Sea-men and Passengers standing
on the Decks, suddenly fixed their eyes one [on] a great Boat
(as they deemed) and anon after they spied another, and
after that another; but musing on the matter, they perceived
themselves to be in great danger of many great Rocks. With
much terror and affrightment, they turned the Ship about,
expecting every moment to be dasht in pieces against the
Rocks. But he whose providence brought them in, Piloted
them out againe, without any danger, to their great Rejoycing.
And assuredly (so extraordinarily eminent and admirable
to the eyes of many beholders, was the wonderfull workes

in magnifying the Rich grace toward this his people in pre-
fering them) that many Masters of Ships left their Sea-imploy-
ment for a time, and chose rather to suffer the wants of a
Wildernesse with the people of God, than to increase their
estates in a full-fed Land, and verily so taken they were,
that they fell down at Christs Feet, and were placed by him
as living stones, Elect and Pretious in his Churches; also
many other Seamen were brought to seeke after Christ in his
Ordinances, by which it appeares some great worke, by some
far surpassing all this, hath Christ ere long to doe, that hee
thus fitteth Instruments. Then all you that occupy ship-
ping prepare for his service, who will assuredly prove the best
owner that ever you went to Sea for.

Furthermore, the condition of those persons [that] passed
the Seas, in this long and restlesse Voyage (if rightly con-
sidered) will more magnifie the grace of Christ in this great
Worke. First, such were many of them that never before had
made any path through the Waters, no not by boat, neither so
much as seene a Ship, others so tenderly brought up that they
had little hope of their Lives continuance under such hardships,
as s0 long a Voyage must needs inforce them to indure, others
there were, whose age did rather call for a quiet Couch to rest
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them on, than a pinching Cabbin in a Reeling Ship, others
whose weake natures were so borne downe with Disease,
that they could hardly craule up the Ships-side, yet ventured
their weake Vessells to this Westurne World. Here also might
you see weakly Women, whose hearts have trembled to set
foote in Boate, but now imboldened to venter through these
tempestuous Seas with their young Babes, whom they nur-
ture up with their Breasts, while their bodies are tossed on
the tumbling Waves; also others whose Wombes could not
containe. their fruit, being ready for the Worlds-light, trav-
ailed and brought forth upon this depthlesse Ocean in this
long Voyage, lively and strong Children yet living, and like
to prove succeeding Instruments in the Hands of Christ, for
furthering this worke; among other Sea-borne Cotten, now
a young student in a Colledge in Cambridge, being Son to that
Famous and Renowned Teacher of Christ, M. John Cotten;*
by all this and much more that might be said, for almost -
every one you discourse withall will tell you of some Remark-
able Providence of God shewed toward them in this their
Voyage, by which you may see the Worke of Christ, is not to
bee laid aside because of difficulties.

Crar. XVIL

Of the first leading of these People of Christ, when the Cinll
Government was Established.

But to goe on with the Story, the 12 of July? or there-
about, 1630, these Souldiers of Christ first set foote one this
Westerne end of the World; where arriveing in safety, both
Men, Women and Children, on the North side of Charles River,
they landed neare a small Island, called Noddells Island,®

1 Rev. John Cotton (1584-1652), rector of St. Botolph’s Church, Boston,
Lincolnshire, “perhaps the most influential of the non-conforming ministers in
Old or New England,” came out in the Griffin in 1633, and speedily became teacher
of the Boston church. His son Seaborn, born on the voyage, was graduated at
Harvard College in 1651, and was afterward minister at Hampton, N. H.

3 The Arbella arrived in Salem harbor June 12, not July 12.

* Noddle’s Island is now East Boston. Maverick lived there from 1635 on,
and was living there when Johnson wrote, but the place where he entertained
Winthrop and his friends with characteristic hospitality was situated at Winni-
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where one Mr. Samuel Mavereck then living, a man of a very.
loving and curteous behaviour, very ready to entertaine
strangers, yet an enemy to the Reformation in hand, being
strong for the Lordly Prelaticall power, one [on] this Island
he had built a small Fort with the helpe of one Mr. David
Tompson,* placing therein foure Murtherers to protect him
from the Indians. About one mile distant upon the River
ran a small creeke, taking its Name from Major Gen. Edward
Gibbons,” who dwelt there for some yeares after; One [on]
the South side of the River one [on] a point of Land called
Blaxtons point, planted Mr. William Blaxton, of whom we
have former spoken: to the South-East of him, neare an
Island called Tompsons Island lived some few Planters more.
These persons were the first Planters of those parts, having
some small Trading with the Indians for Beaver-Skins, which
moved them to make their aboade in those parts, whom these
first Troopes of Christs Army, found as fit helpes to further
their worke. At their arrivall those small number of Chris-
tians gathered at Salem, greatly rejoycing, and the more,
because they saw so many that came chiefly for promoting
the great Work of Christ in hand. The Lady Arrabella and
some other godly Women aboad at Salem, but their Hus-

simmet, now Chelsea. In his account of Winnisimmet in his Briefe Discription
of New England (1660) he refers to a “house yet standing there which is the
Antientest house in the Massachusetts Government, a house which in the yeare
1625 I fortified with a Pillizado and fankers and guns both belowe and above in
them.” Samuel Maverick was a gentleman connected with the Gorges interest,
who came to New England in 1624, married the widow of David Thompson, and
had a large property. The relations of this “old planter” with the Massachusetts
authorities were as a rule not friendly. In 1646 he was fined and imprisoned
for a protest against their exclusive policy, and in 1664 he was one of the four
royal commissioners sent out to subdue them.

1 David Thompson was another “old planter,” a Scottish gentleman, and
perhaps an agent of Gorges. He first dwelt in a great house and fort he had built
in 1623 near the present site of Portsmouth, N. H., where he had a large grant of
land from the Council for New England. In 1625 or 1626 he removed to the
island in Boston harbor still called Thompson’s Island; but he died before the
great_migration, probably in 1628.

1 Edward Gibbons had been a member of Morton’s roistering crew at Merry
Mount, but had been converted by witnessing the solemn ceremony of the gather-
ing of the Salem church in 1629. Later, removing from Charlestown to Boston,
he became a prominent merchant there, and was elected major-general or chief
commander of the colony’s militia in 1649.
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bands continued at Charles Town, both for the settling
the civill Government, and gathering another Church of
Christ. The first Court was holden aboard the Arrabella
the 23. of August. When the much honoured John Win-
trope Esq. was chosen Governour for the remainder of that
yeare, 1630.! Also the worthy Thomus Dudly Esq. was
chosen Deputy Governour, and Mr. Simon Brodestreet Sec-
retary, the people after their long Voyage were many of them
troubled with the Scurvy, and some of them died. The first
station they tooke up was at Charles Towne, where they
pitched some Tents of Cloath, other built them small Huts,
in which they lodged their Wifes and Children. The first
beginning of this worke seemed very dolorous; First for the
death of that worthy personage Izaac Johnson Esq. whom
the Lord had indued with many pretious gifts, insomuch that
he was had in high esteeme among all the people of God, and
as a chiefe Pillar to support this new erected building. He
very much rejoyced at his death, that the Lord had been
pleased to keepe his eyes open so long, as to see one Church
of Christ gathered before his death, at whose departure there
was not onely many weeping eyes, but some fainting hearts,
fearing the fall of the present worke. For future Remem-
brance of him mind this Meeter.

Izaac Johnson Esquire, beloved of Christ and his people, and one of
the Magistrates of New England.

What mov’d thee on the Seas upon such toyle with Lady-taking;
Christs drawing love all strength’s above, when way for his hee’s
making.
Christ will have thee example be, honoured with’s graces, yeilding
His Churches aid, foundation laid, now new one Christ a building.

1An error. No election took place till spring, the time fixed by the charter;
and this August meeting was but a court of assistants, not a general court, com-
petent to elect. Winthrop was governor 1629-1634, 1637-1640, 1642-1644,
1646-1649. See his Journal in this series, the chief record of early Massachusetts,
as he was its chief figure. Dudley, a narrower and sterner Puritan, was deputy-
governor during most of the years named, and four times governor. Bradstreet,
a younger man but one of great ability, was governor during the last seven years
under the first charter, 1679 to 1686, and from 1689 to 1692, after having been
an “assistant” (member of the council) throughout the whole period from 1630
to 1679,
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Thy Faith, Hope, Love, Joy, Meeknesse prove improved for thy Lord,
As he to thee, to &eogle be, in Government accord.
Oh! people why doth Christ deny this worthies life to lengthen?
Christ onely trust, Johnsons turnd dust, and yet hee’s crownd and
strengthend.

The griefe of this people was further increased by the sore
sicknesse which befell among them, so that almost in every
Family Lamentation, Mourning, and woe was heard, and no
fresh food to be had to cherish them. It would assuredly
have moved the most lockt up affections to Teares no doubt,
had they past from one Hut to another, and beheld the pite-
ous case these people were in, and that which added to their
present distresse was the want of fresh water, for although
the place did afford plenty, yet for present they could finde
but one Spring, and that not to be come at but when the tide
was downe, which caused many to passe over to the South-
side of the River,' where they afterward erected some other
Townes, yet most admirable it was to see with what Chris-
tian courage many of these Souldiers of Christ carried it amidst
all these calamities, and in October, the Governour Deputy
and Assistants held their second Court on the South-side of
the River;? Where they then began to build, holding corre-
spondency with Charles Towne, as one and the same.

At this Court many of the first Planters came, and were
made free, yet afterward none were admitted to this fellow-
ship, or freedome, but such as were first joyned in fellowship
with some one of the Churches of Christ, their chiefest aime
being bent to promote his worke altogether. The number
of Freemen this yeare was 110. or thereabout.®

1 Charles.

3 Again an error. The Records show two more meetings of the Court of
Assistants at Charlestown, September 7 and 28, 1630, and then the General Court
at Boston, October 19. Boston was given a separate name September 7.

3 No freemen were admitted in 1630. In October one hundred and nine
men (including Johnson) applied for admission; one hundred and sixteen (also
including our author) were admitted in May, 1631, at which time the law making
membership in one of the local churches a requirement for admission as a free-
man was adopted. That law was maintained till 1664.
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Crar. XVIII.

Of the second Church of Christ, gathered at Charles Toune in
the Mattacusets Bay, 1631.

And now' the new-come Souldiers of Christ strengthen
themselves in him, and gather a Church at Charles Towne,
whose extent at present did reach to both sides of the River,
and in very little time after was divided into two Churches.
The Reverend and judicious Mr. John Wilson was called to
be Pastor thereof,” a Man full of Faith, Courage and Zeale
for the truth of Christ, persecuted and hunted after by the
usurping Prelates (and forced for present to part from his
indeared Wife) yet honoured by Christ, and made a powerfull
instrument in his hands for the cutting downe of Error, and
Schisme, as in the sequell of this History will appeare, in
whose weaknesse Christs power hath appeared.

The Grave and Reverend Mr. John Wilson, now Pastor of the Church
of Christ at Boston, in New England.

John Wilson will to Christs will submit,
In Wildernesse, where thou hast Trialls found,
Christ in new making did compose thee fit,
And made thy Love, zeale, for his truth abound.
Then it’s not Wilson, but Christ by him hath
Error cut down when it o’retopping stood,
Thou then ’Gainst it didst shew an holy wrath,
Saving mens soules from this o’re-flowing floud.
They thee deprave, thy Ministrey dispise,
By thy thick utterance seeke to call Men back

1 The separate church in Charlestown was formed in November, 1632, the
First Church of Boston being held to date from July 30, 1630, and to be the
original church, transferred from Charlestown to the south bank of the Charles.
But in reality the Dorchester church antedated it by a month.

* John Wilson (1588-1667), son of a prebendary of Windsor, and himself a
minister of the Church of England, came out with Winthrop, and became first
teacher, then pastor, of the Boston church. A pillar of orthodoxy in the Antino-
mian troubles, he was usually overshadowed by his more talented colleague,
John Cotton, teacher of the same church.
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From hearing thee, but Christ for thee did rise
And turnd the wheel-right over them to crack.*
Yea, caused thee with length of dayes to stand
Steadfast in’s house, in old Age fruit to bring;
I[ay] and thy seed raise up by his command,
His Flock to feed; rejoyce my Muse and sing
That Christ doth dust regard so plentiously,
Rich gifts to give, and heart to give him his;
Estate and person thou spends liberally;
Christ thee and thine will Crown with lasting Blisse.

This, as the other Churches of Christ, began with a small
number in a desolate and barren Wildernesse, which the Lord
in his wonderfull mercy hath turned to fruitfull Fields.
Wherefore behold the present condition of these Churches
compared with their beginnings; as they sowed in teares, so
also have they Reaped in joy, and shall still so go on if plenty
and liberty marre not their prosperity. This Towne of
Charles is situated one the North-side of Charles River, from
whence it tooke its Name, the River being about five or six
fathom deepe; Over against the Town many small Islands
lieing to the Seaward of it, and Hills one either side. By
which meanes it proves a very good harbor for Ships, which
hath caused many Sea-men and Merchants to sit downe there.
The forme of this Towne in the frontice piece thereof, is like
the Head, Neck and Shoulders of a Man, onely the pleasant
and Navigable River of Mistick runs through the right shoul-
der thereof, and by its neare approach to Charles River in
one place makes a very narrow neck, by which meanes the
chiefe part of the Towne, whereon the most building stands,
becomes a Peninsula: it hath a large Market-place neer the
water side built round with Houses, comly and faire, forth of
which there issues two streetes orderly built with some very
faire Houses, beautified with pleasant Gardens and Orchards,
the whole Towne consists in its extent of about 150. dwelling
Houses. Their meeting house for Sabbath assembly stands
in the Market-place, very comly built and large, the Officers
of this Church are at this day one Pastor, and one Teacher,
one Ruling Elder, and three Deacons, the number of Soules

1 A pun on the name of Rev. John Wheelwright, Mrs. Hutchinson’s brother-
in-law and chief upholder in the Antinomian controversy.
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are about 160. Wonderfull it is to see that in so short a time
such great alterations Christ should worke for these poore
people of his: their Corne Land in Tillage in this Towne is
about 1200. Acres, their great Cattell are about 400. head,
Sheepe neare upon 400. as for their horse you shall hear of
them, Godwilling, when we come to speak of their Military
Discipline.
Crar. XIX.

Of the Third Church of Christ gathered at Dorchester, 1631.?

The third Church of Christ gathered under this Govern-
ment was at Dorchester, a frontire Town scituated very
pleasantly both for facing the Sea, and also its large extent
into the main Land, well watered with two small Rivers;
neere about this Towne inhabited some few ancient Traders,
who were not of this select band, but came for other ends,
as Morton of Merrymount,® who would faine have resisted
this worke, but the provident hand of Christ prevented.
The forme of this Towne is almost like a Serpent turning her
head to the North-ward, over against Tompsons Island, and
the Castle; her body and wings being chiefly built on, are
filled somewhat thick of Houses, onely that one of her Wings
is clipt, her Tayle being of such a large extent that shee can
hardly draw it after her; Her Houses for dwelling are about
one hundred and forty, Orchards and Gardens full of Fruit-

1 This interesting description of Charlestown, where Johnson lived about
six years (see the Introduction), is to be understood as referring, not to the year
1631, mentioned in the heading of the chapter, but to the date of the composition
of the book, about 1650. The same is true of the descriptions of other towns.

2The date, as in the heading of the preceding chapter, is incorrect. The
" Dorchester people, who came in a separate ship, arriving earlier than Winthrop’s
fleet, had organized a church in Plymouth, England, just before sailing, and had
chosen Rev. Jobn Maverick as teacher, and Rev. John Warham as pastor. This
church may be regarded as the second rather than the third of the Massachusetts
churches; and Dorchester was in the first years of the colony the largest and
most flourishing of the towns.

3 Thomas Morton, a “pettifogger of Furnivall’s Inn " and partner of Captain
Wollaston, had persuaded some of the latter’s men to join him in maintaining at
“Merry Mount” a jovial but disorderly settlement, which the neighboring set-
tlers, under Captain Miles Standish, suppressed in 1628. See Bradford, pp.
236-243.
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trees, plenty of Corne-Lande, although much of it hath been
long in tillage, yet hath it ordinarily good crops, the number
of Trees are neare upon 1500. Cowes, and other Cattell of
that kinde about 450. Thus hath the Lord been pleased to
increase his poore dispersed people, whose number in this
Flock are neare about 150. Their first Pastor called to feede
them was the Reverend, and godly Mr. Maveruck.

Maveruck thou must illl; period to thy dayes,
In Wildernesse thy kindred thee provoke

To come, but Christ doth thee for high ends Raise,
Amo tIljis worthies to strike many a strﬁk&;

Th, y Life, and Doctrine speake, thou ou
I}:'x %o:;t art laid, yet Christ by thee did fgede

His scattered Lambes, they gathered are by you;
Christ calls thee home, but flock he leaves to feede.

Caar. XX.
Of the Fourth Church of Christ gathered at Boston, 1631.?

After some little space of time the Church of Christ at
Charles Town, having their Sabbath assemblies oftenest on
the South side of the River, agreed to leave the people on that
side to themselves, and to provide another Pastor for Charles
Towne, which accordingly they did. So that the fourth
Church of Christ issued out of Charles Towne, and was seated
at Boston, being the Center Towne and Metropolis of this
Wildernesse worke (but you must not imagine it to be a Metro-
politan Church). Invironed it is with the Brinish flouds,
saving one small Istmos, which gives free accesse to the
Neighbour Townes by Land on the South side; on the North
west, and North East, two constant Faires [Ferries] are kept
for daily traffique thereunto. The forme of this Towne is
like a heart, naturally scituated for Fortifications, having two
Hills on the frontice part thereof next the Sea, the one well

1 Rev. John Maverick died in 1636. A marginal note here reads: “Mr.
Wareham and other of their Teaching Elders, you shall reade of when the Can-
ecktoco [Connecticut] is planted.” See ch. xxxi., post.

1 Again an error. The Boston and Watertown churches (1630) were the
third and fourth, those of Roxbury and Lynn (1632) the fifth and sixth, and the
new church of Charlestown (November, 1632, see p. 67, note 1) the seventh.
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fortified on the superfices thereof, with store of great Artillery
well mounted, the other hath a very strong battery built of
whole Timber, and filled with Earth. At the descent of the
Hill in the extreme poynt thereof, betwixt these two strong
armes lies a large Cave [Cove] or Bay, on which the ehiefest
part of this Town is built, over-topped with a third Hill;
all three like over-topping Towers keepe a constant watch to
fore-see the approach of forrein dangers, being furnished
with a Beacon and lowd babling Guns, to give notice by their
redoubled eccho to all their Sister-townes. The chiefe Edi-
fice of this City-like Towne is crowded on the Sea-bankes,
and wharfed out with great industry and cost, the buildings
beautifull and large, some fairely set forth with Brick, Tile,
. Stone and Slate, and orderly placed with comly streets, whose
continuall inlargement presages some sumptuous City. The
wonder of this moderne Age, that a few yeares should bring
forth such great matters by so meane a handfull, and they so
far from being inriched by the spoiles of other Nations, that
the states of many of them have beene spoiled by the Lordly
Prelacy, whose Lands must assuredly make Restitutions.
But now behold the admirable Acts of Christ; at this his
peoples landing, the hideous Thickets in this place were such,
that Wolfes and Beares nurst up their young from the eyes
of all beholders, in those very places where the streets are full
of Girles and Boys sporting up and downe, with a continued
concourse of people. Good store of Shipping is here yearly
built, and some very faire ones: both Tar and Mastes the
Countrey affords from its own soile; also store of Victuall
both for their owne and Forreiners-ships, who resort hither
for that end: this Town is the very Mart of the Land, French,
Portugalls and Dutch come hither for Traffique.

Cmar. XX1I.

Of the Fift Church of Christ, gathered at Rozbury, 1631.!

The fift Church of Christ was gathered at Roxbury scitu-
ated between Boston and Dorchester, being well watered
with coole and pleasant Springs issuing forth the Rocky-hills,

1 See the last preceding note.
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and with small Freshets, watering the Vallies of this fertill
" Towne, whose forme is somewhat like a wedge double pointed,
entring betweene the two foure-named Townes, filled with a
very laborious people, whose labours the Lord hath so blest,
that in the roome of dismall Swampes and tearing Bushes,
they have very goodly Fruit-trees, fruitfull Fields and Gardens,
their Heard of Cowes, Oxen and other young Cattell of that
kind about 350. and dwelling-houses neere upon 120. Their
streetes are large, and some fayre Houses, yet have they built
their House for Church-assembly, destitute and unbeautified
with other buildings. The Church of Christ here is increased
to about 120. persons, their first Teaching Elder called to
Office is Mr. Eliot ! a yong man at his comming thither, of a
cheerfull spirit, walking unblameable, of a godly conversa-
tion, apt to teach, as by his indefatigable paines both with
his own flock, and the poore Indians doth appeare, whose
Language he learned purposely to helpe them to the knowl-
edge of God in Christ, frequently Preaching in their Wig-
wams, and Catechizing their Children.

Mr. Eliot Pastor of the Church of Christ at Roxbury, in New England,
much honoured for his labours in the Lord.

Great is thy worke in Wildernesse, Oh man,
Young Eliot neere twenty yeares thou hast
InSWestermlal world with mjlccle tog:, thy span
ent well-neere out, and now ha cest [graced
Arepby thy Land-Lord Christ, who );ngrkaé useyrzfgrtzee :
To feede his flock, and heathen people teach
In their own Language, God and Christ to see;
A Saviour their blind hearts could not reach.
Poore naked Children come to learne Gods Mind
Before thy face with reverend regard;
Blesse God for thee may these poore heathen blind,
That from thy mouth Christs Gospell sweete have heard.
Eliot, thy name is through the wild woods spread,
In Indians mouths frequent’s thy fame, for why?

John Eliot (1604-1690), the celebrated “apostle to the Indians,” began
his missionary work with them in 1646, gathered a body of his ““ praying Indians”
into a church at Natick in 1660, and translated the Bible into their language
(first ed., O. T., 1663; N.T., 1661).
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In sundry shapes the Devills made them dread;

And now the Lord makes them their Wigwams fly.
Rejoyce in this, nay rather joy that thou

Amongst Christs Souldiers hast thy name sure set,
Although small gaine on Earth accrew to you,

Yet Christ to Crowne will thee to Heaven soone fet.

Crap. XXII.
Of the Sizth Church of Christ, gathered ot Linn. 1631.

The Sixth Church of Christ was gathered at Linn, betweene
Salem and Charles Towne, her scituation is neere to a River,
whose strong freshet at breaking up of Winter filleth all her
Bankes, and with a furious Torrent ventes it selfe into the
Sea; This Towne is furnished with Mineralls of divers kinds,
especially Iron and Lead. The forme of it is almost square,
onely it takes two large a run into the Land-ward (as most
Townes do). It is filled with about one hundred Houses for
dwelling; Here is also an Iron Mill in constant use, but as for
Lead they have tried but little yet. Their meeting-house
being on a levell Land undefended from the cold Northwest-
wind; And therefore made with steps descending into the
Earth. Their streetes are straite and comly, yet but thin
of Houses, the people mostly inclining to Husbandry, have
built many Farmes Remote there, Cattell exceedingly multi-
plied, Goates which were in great esteeme at their first com-
ming, are now almost quite banished, and now Horse, Kine
and Sheep are most in request with them. The first feeder
of this flock of Christ was Mr. Stephen Batchelor,' gray and
aged, of whom as followeth:

Through Ocean large Christ brought thee for to feede,
His wandering flock with’s word thou hast oft taught,
Then teach thy selfe with others thou hast need-
Thy flowing fame unto low ebbe is brought.

1 Batchellor was an ejected Puritan minister, who had associated himself
with the Company of Husbandmen, or Company of the Plough, a group which
had from the Council for New England a large grant in southwestern Maine.
When he arrived in New England in 1632 and found that their colony had failed,
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Faith and Obedience Christ full near hath joyn'd,
Then trust on Christ, and thou againe mayst be

Brought on thy race though now far cast behinde;
Run to the end, and crowned thou shalt be.

Crar. XXTII.
Of the seventh Church of Christ gathered at Water-Towne, 1631.

The Seaventh Church of Christ gathered out of this wan-
dering Race of Jaccobites ' was at Water-Towne, scituate upon
one of the Branches of Charles River, a fruitfull plat, and of
large extent, watered with many pleasant Springs, and small
Rivulets, running like veines throughout her Body, which
hath caused her inhabitants to scatter in such manner, that
their Sabbath-Assemblies prove very thin if the season favour
not, and hath made this great Towne (consisting of 160.
Families) to shew nothing delightfull to the eye in any place;
this Towne began by occasion of Sir Richard Saltingstall?
who at his arrivall, having some store of Cattell and servants,
they wintered in those parts: this Town aboundes in severall
sorts of Fish at their seasons, Basse, Shad, Alewifes, Frost-
fish, and Smelts: their herd of Kine, and Cattell of that kinde
are about 450. with some store of Sheepe and Goates. Their
Land in tillage is neere upon 1800. Acres. This Church is
increased to neer about 250. soules in Church-fellowship.

be and his group settled at Lynn. There he was minister till 1635 only. Thence
he went on, to Ipswich, to Newbury, to Hampton, N. H., where after a brief
pastorate he was deposed and excommunicated for immoral conduct, and finally
to Portsmouth, where he was living in most unhappy circumstances when John-
son penned these admonitory verses. The date above should be 1632, that
above the next chapter 1630.

1 Johnson often uses this term for the chosen people of New England. The
explanation is only to be found by referring to what he had written in the town
records of Woburn concerning those making the preliminary exploration of that
township in 1640: *“Lik Jacobits laying them downe to rest where night drue on.”
The allusion is to Genesis xxviii. 11; the phrase, thus coined, became a favorite
one with the author.

1Sir Richard Saltonstall, nephew of a lord mayor of London, was one of
the original grantees of the Massachusetts patent, and now an assistant. Ile
returned to England the next year, but was always a stout friend of the colony.
For his son Richard, who remained in New England, see p. 102, post.
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Their first Pastor was Mr. Phillips,' a man mighty in the
Scriptures, and very diligent to search out the minde of Christ
therein contained, of whom as followeth:

The pennury of Wildernesse shall not
Daunt Phillips, and diswade his undertaking
This Voyage long: for Christ hath made him hot
" With zeal for’s truth, thy native soile forsaken
To follow Christ his bannisht flock to feede,
With restlesse toile thus honour’d Christ hath thee,
Then it maintaine though thou thy people neede;
Christ would thou shouldst of them aye honoured be.
Till death thou hast been souldier in this War;
Darke types the shaddowes of good things now come
By thee have been unfoulded very far;
Cleer’d baptimes light from error broch’d by some,
As by thy worke in Print appeares this day.
Though thou thy days hast ended on this Earth,
Yet still thou livest in Name and Fame alway;
Christ thee poore dust doth crowne with lasting Mirth.

Crap. XXIV.

Of the great cheerfulnesse of their Souldiers of Christ, in and
under the penuries of a Wildernesse.

These were the beginnings of these resolute Souldiers of
Christ Jesus in the yeare, 1631, Even to lay the Foundation
of their severall Churches of Christ, built onely on him as
their chiefe Corner Stone. But as his chosen Israel met with
many difficulties after their returne from Captivity, in build-
ing the Temple and City, which they valiantly waded through,
So these weake wormes (Oh Christ to thy praise be it spoken)
were most wonderfully holpen in such distresses, as to ap-
pearance of man seemed to be both hopelesse, and helplesse,
threatning destruction to the whole building, and far from
accomplishing such great things as you have in part seene

1 George Phillips, M.A. Cambridge 1617, pastor of the Watertown church
from 1630 to his death in 1644, had a leading part in committing the colony to
the Separatist or Congregational polity. The work alluded to in the verses
below is apparently A4 Reply to a Confutation of some Grounds for Infant's Bap-
tism (London, 1645).
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already, and shall in the following discourse (God willing) see
more abundantly, adding a strong testimony to the work,
that as it was begun by Christ, so hath it beene carried on by
him, and shall to the admiration of the whole World be per-
fected in his time, and unlesse men will be wilfully blinde,
they must needs see and confesse the same, and that the in-
fluence thereof hath already run from one end of the Earth
unto the other.

This yeare 1631. John Winthrop Esq. was chosen Gov-
* ernour, pickt out for the worke, by the provident hand of the
most high, and inabled with gifts accordingly; then all the
folke of Christ, who have seene his face and beene partaker
of the same, remember him in this following Meeter.

John Winthrope Esq. Eleven times Governour of the English Nation,
inhabiting the Mattacusets Bay in New England.

‘Why leavest thou, John, thy station, in Suffolk, thy own soile,!
Christ will have thee a pillar be, for’s people thou must toyle;
He chang’d thy heart, then take his part, ’gainst prelates proud
invading
His Kingly throne set up alone, in wildernesse their shading.
His little flocks from Prelates knocks, twice ten years rul’d thou hast,
With civill sword at Christs word, and eleven times been trast
[traced ?]
By Name and Note, with peoples vote, their Governour to be;
Thy means hast spent, ’twas therefore lent, to raise this work by thee.
Well arl:n'd and strong with sword among Christ[’s] armies marcheth
€,
Doth valiant praise, and weak one raise, with kind benignity.
To lead the Van ’gainst Babylon, doth worthy Winthrop call;
Thy Progeny shall Battell try, when Prelacy shall fall.
With fluent Tongue thy Pen doth run, in learned Latine phrase,
To Sweads, French, Dutch, thy Neighbours, which thy lady rhet-
orick praise.
Thy bounty feeds Christs servants needs, in wilderness of wants
To Indians thou Christs Gospell now 'mongst heathen people plants.
Yet thou poore dust, now dead and must to rottennesse be%rought,
Till Christ restore thee glorious, more then can of dust be
thought.

3 Winthrop was lord of the manor of Groton, in Suffolk.
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The much honoured Thomas Dudly Esquire was chosen
Deputy Governour, and the number of Free-men added was
about 83.! Those honoured persons who were now in place
of Government, having the propagation of the Churches of
Christ in their eye, laboured by all meanes to make roome for
Inhabitants, knowing well that where the dead carkass is,
thither will the Eagles resort. But herein they were much
opposed by certaine persons, whose greedy desire for land
much hindered the worke for a time, as indeed all such per-
sons do at this very day, and let such take notice how these
were cured of this distemper, some were taken away by death,
and then to be sure they had Land enough, others fearing
poverty, and famishment, supposing the present scarcity
would never be turned into plenty, removed themselves away,
and so never beheld the great good the Lord hath done for
his people, but the valiant of the Lord waited with patience,
and in the misse of beere supplied themselves with water,
even the most honoured as well as others, contentedly re-
joycing in a Cup of cold water, blessing the Lord that had
given them the taste of that living water, and that they had
not the water that slackes the thirst of their naturall bodies,
given them by measure, but might drinke to the full; as also
in the absence of Bread they feasted themselves with fish.
The Women once a day, as the tide gave way, resorted to the
Mussells, and Clambankes, which are a Fish as big as Horse-
mussells, where they daily gathered their Families food with
much heavenly discourse of the provisions Christ had formerly
made for many thousands of his followers in the wildernesse.
Quoth one, “My Husband hath travailed as far as Plimoth”
(which is neere 40 miles,) ‘““and hath with great toile brought
a little Corne home with him, and before that is spent the
Lord will assuredly provide”: quoth the other, “Our last
peck of Meale is now in the Oven at home a baking, and
many of our godly Neighbours have quite spent all, and wee
owe one Loafe of that little wee have”; Then spake a third,
“My husband hath ventured himselfe among the Indians for
Corne, and can get none, as also our honoured Governour
hath distributed his so far, that a day or two more will put

1The correct number is 126.
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an end to his store, and all the rest, and yet methinks our
Children are as cheerefull, fat, and lusty with feeding upon
those Mussells, Clambanks and other Fish as they were in
England, with their fill of Bread, which makes mee cheerfull
in the Lords providing for us, being further confirmed by the
exhortation of our Pastor to trust the Lord with providing
for us; whose is the Earth and the fulnesse thereof.” And
as they were incouraging one another in Christs carefull pro-
viding for them, they lift up their eyes and saw two Ships com-
ming in, and presently this newes came to their Eares, that
they were come from Jacland® full of Victualls, now their
poore hearts were not so much refreshed in regard of the food
they saw they were like to have, as their soules rejoyced in
that Christ would now manifest himselfe to be the Commissary
Generall of this his Army, and that hee should honour them
so far as to be poore Sutlers for his Camp. They soone up
with their Mussells, and hie them home to stay their hungry
stomacks. After this manner did Christ many times graci-
ously provide for this his people, even at the last @

Caapr. XXV.

Of the Lords gracious protection of his people, from the barbarous
cruelties of the Heathen.

About this time the Indians that were most conversant
among them, came quaking and complaining of a barbarous
and cruell people called the Tarratines,* who they said would
eat such Men as they caught alive, tying them to a Tree, and
gnawing their flesh by peece-meales off their Bones, as also
that they were a strong and numerous people, and now com-
ming, which made them flee to the English, who were but very
few in number at this time, and could make but little resist-
ance, being much dispersed, yet did they keepe a constant
watch, neglecting no meanes Christ had put into their hands
for their owne safety, in so much that they were exceedingly

! Probably a misprint for Ireland. From c.her sources we know of but one
ship laden with provisions coming in at this time, the Lion, from Bristol.

« See Winthrop, under August 8, 1631, vol. I., pp. 66, 67, of the edition 1n
this series,



1631) OF SIONS SAVIOUR IN NEW ENGLAND 79

weakned with continued labour, watching and hard diet,
but the Lord graciously upheld them in all, for thus it befell
neere the Towne of Linn, then called Saugust, in the very
dead of the night (being upon their watch, because of the
report that went of the Indians approach to those parts) one
Lieutenant Walker, a man indued with faith, and of a coura-
gious spirit, comming to relieve the Centinell, being come up
with him,-all of a sudden they heard the Sticks crack hard by
them, and withall he felt something brush hard upon his
shoulder, which was an Indian arrow shot through his Coat,
and the wing of his buffe-Jacket. Upon this hee discharged
his Culliver directly toward the place, where they heard the
noise, which being deeply loden brake in pieces, then they
returned to the Court of Guard, and raised such small forces
as they had; comming to the light they perceived he had an
other Arrow shot through his Coat betwixt his Legs. Seeing
this great preservation they stood upon their Guard till
Morning, expecting the Indians to come upon them every
moment, but when daylight appeared, they soone sent word
to other parts, who gathered together, and tooke counsell how
to quit themselves of these Indians, whose approach they
demed would sudden. They agreed to discharge their
great Guns. /The redoubling -eccho rattling in the Rocks
caused the Indians to betake themselves to flight (being a
terrible unwonted sound unto them) or rather he who put
such trembling feare in the Assyrians Army, struck the like
in these cruell Canniballsr.) In the Autumne following, the
Indians, who had all this Time held good correspondency with
the English, began to quarrell with them about their bounds
of Land, notwithstanding they purchased all they had of
them, but the Lord put an end to this quarrell also, by smit-
ing the Indians with a sore Disease, even the small Pox; of
the which great numbers of them died, yet these servants of
Christ minding their Masters businesse, were much moved in
affection toward them to see them depart this life without the
knowledge of God in Christ. And therefore were very fre-
quent among them for all the noysomenesse of their Disease,
entring their Wigwams, and exhorting them in the Name
of the Lord. Among others one of the chiefe Saggamores
of the Mattachusets, whom the English named Saggamore
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John,! gave some good hopes, being alwayes very courteous to
them, whom the godly, and much honour’d among the Eng-
lish, visiting a little before his death, they instructing him in
the knowledge of God, Quoth hee, by and by mee Matta-
moy,” may be my two Sons live, you take them to teach
much to know God.”

Accordingly the honoured Mr. John Winthrop, and the
Reverend Mr. John Wilson tooke them home, notwithstanding
the infectiousnesse of the Disease their Father died of. The
mortality among them was very great, and increased among
them daily more and more, insomuch that the poore Creatures
being very timorous of death, would faine have fled from it,
but could not tell how, unlesse they could have gone from
themselves; Relations were little regarded among them at
this time, so that many, who were smitten with the Disease,
died helplesse, unlesse they were neare, and known to the
English: their Powwowes, Wizards, and Charmers, Atha-
mochas® Factors, were possest with greatest feare of any.
The Winters piercing cold stayed not the strength of this hot
Disease, yet the English endeavouring to visit their sick Wig-
wams, helpe them all they could, but as they entred one of
their matted Houses, they beheld a most sad spectacle, death
having smitten them all save one poore Infant, which lay on
the ground sncking the Breast of its dead Mother, seeking to
draw living nourishment from her dead breast. Their dead
they left oft-times unburied, wherefore the English were
forced to dig holes, and drag their stinking corps into them.
Thus did the Lord allay their quarrelsome spirits, and made
roome for the following part of his Army. This yeare came
over more supplies to forward the worke of Christ.

! Nanepashemet had been the principal chief of the Indians on the north
side of the Bay. Sagamore John, his oldest son and successor, died in Decem-
ber, 1633.

* Mattamoi — to die (Wood, New Englands Prospect).

3 Misprint for Abbamocho’s, 4. ., the Devil’s.
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Cmapr. XXV
Of the gratious provisions the Lord made for his people.

The yeare 1632. John Winthrope Esquire, was chosen
Governour againe, and the antient Thomas Dudly Esquire,
was Deputy Governour, a man of a sound judgement in matters
of Religion and well read, bestowing much labour that way,
of whom as followeth:

The honoured, aged, stable and sincere servant of Christ, zealous for his
truth Thomas Dudly, Esq. foure times Governour of the English
Nation, in the Mattacusets, and first Major Generall of the Military
Forces.!

What Thomas, now believe dost thou that riches men may gaine,
In this poore Plot Christ doth allot his people to sustaine?
Rich Truth thou’lt buy and sell not, why, no richer Jem can be,
Truths Champion in campion,? Christ’s grace hath placed thee.
With civill Sword, at Christs Word, early cut off wilt thou
Those Wolvish sheep, amongst flocks do creep, and damned
doctrine low [sow ?].
To trembling age, thou valiant sage, one foot wilt not give ground,
Christs Enemies from thy face flies, his truth thou savest sound.
Thy lengthened dayes, to Christs praise, continued are by him:
To set, by thee, his people free from foes that raging bin.
Wearied with yeares, it plaine appeares, Dudly not long can last,
It matters not, Christ Crown thee got, its now at hand, hold fast.®

This yeare was the first choise of Magistrates by free-men,*
whose number was now increased, fifty three or thereabout.
To declare the manner of their Government is by the Author
deferred till the year 1637, where the Reader may behold
Government both in Churches and Common-wealth, to be an
institution of the Lord, and much availeable through his
blessing for the accomplishment of his promises to his people.

1 Dudley was elected governor in 1634, 1640, 1645, and 1650, and was chosen
the first major-general of the colony’s military forces in 1644.

3 Campaign. 3 Dudley died in July, 1653, aged 76.

¢In October, 1630, the General Court had provided that thereafter the
governor and deputy-governor should be elected by the assistants, while the
freemen, or members of the Company, should elect only the assistants. Now
(May, 1632) the earlier system was restored, whereby governor, deputy-governor,
and assistants were all alike chosen by the freemen in General Court.
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This year these fore-runners of the following Army of
Christ, after the sight of many of the admirable Acts of his
providence for them, begun to take up steddy resolution
through the helpe of him to wade through the Ocean they
were farther like to meete withall, and therefore began to
plant the yet untilled Earth, having as yet no other meanes
to teare up the bushy lands, but their hands and howes, their
bodies being in very ill temper by reason of the Scurvy (a
Disease in those dayes very frequent) to undergoe such ex-
tremity, but being prick’d on with hungers sharpe gode, they
keepe doing according to their weake abilities, and yet pro-
duce but little food for a long season, but being perswaded that
Christ will rather raine bread from Heaven, then his people
should want, being fully perswaded, they were set on the worke
at his command. Wherefore they followed on with all hands,
and the Lord (who hath the Cattell of thousand Hills, and the
Corne of ten thousand Vallies, the whole Earth, and fulnesse
of it) did now raise up fresh supplies to be added to these both
of men and provision of food, men no lesse valiant in Faith
then them, the former amongst whom was the Reverend Mr.
Welds and Mr. James, who was welcomed by the people of
Christ at Charles Towne, and by them called to the Office of a
Pastor, where hee continued for some yeares, and from thence
removed to New haven, upon some seed of prejudice sowne by
the enemies of this worke.! But good Reader doe thou behold,
and remember him farther in the following Lines;

Thy Native soile, Oh James, did thee approve,
Gods people there in Lincolneshire commend
Thy courteous speech and worke of Christian love,
Till Christ through Seas did thee on Message send.
With learned skill his mind for to unfold,
His people in New England thou must feed,
But one sad breach did cut that band should hold;
Then part wilt thou least [lest] farther jars should breed.

1 Thomas James became pastor of the Charlestown church at its organiza-
tion in November, 1632; after difficulties with his church he removed to New
Haven in 1638. Thence in 1643 he went to Virginia with Knowles and Thomp-
son (see bk. mr., ch. x1.) to establish Congregationalism, was banished, and re-
tired to England. His son, Thomas James, alluded to in the last lines of the
verses, was in 1650 ordained as pastor of the church at Easthampton, Long
Island, and preached there till 1696.
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Yet part thou wilt not with Christs Truth, thy crowne.
But my Muse waile that any souldier should

In fighting slip, why James thou fallest not downe,
Back thou retreats their valiant fighting, hold

Fast on thy Christ, who thine may raise with thee,
His bands increase, when leaders he provides,

Thy Son young student may such blessing be,
Thy losse repayre, and Christ thee crown besides.

Although the great straites this Wildernesse people were
in for want of food, was heard of among the godly people in
England, yet would they not decline the worke, but men of
Estates sold their possessions, and bought plenty of foode for
the Voyage, which some of them sent before hand, by which
meanes they were provided for, as also the Lord put it into
the hearts of such as were Masters, and Undertakers of Ships,
to store their Vessells so well that they had to spare for this
peoples need, and further Christ caused abundance of very
good Fish to come to their Nets and Hookes, and as for such
as were unprovided with these meanes, they caught them
with their hands, and so with Fish, wild Onions and other
Herbs were sweetly satisfied till other provisions came in.
Here must labouring men a little be minded, how ill they
recompenced those persons, whose estates helpe them to food
before they could reape any from the Earth, that forgetting
those courtesies they soon by excessive prises took for their
worke, made many File-leaders fall back to the next Ranke,
advancing themselves in the meane time. About this time
the Church of Christ at Roxbury, being a diligent people,
early prevented their Brethren in other Churches by calling
the Reverend Mr. Welds® to be their Pastor, of whom you
may see somewhat farther in the following lines:

To worke, oh Welds! in wildernesse betime

Christ thee commands, that thou his folke should’s follow:
And feede his flock in Covenant band combine,

With them through him his glorious name to hallow;

1 Thomas Welde, Eliot’s colleague at Roxbury, was as famous for uncom-
promising orthodoxy as Eliot was for gentle piety and missionary zeal. He had
a leading part in the persecution of the Antinomians. In 1641 he went back to
England with Hugh Peters, as agent of the colony, and never returned.
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Seven yeares thou stoutly didst wade through with toile
These desart cares, back by advice againe
Thou didst returne unto thy native soile,
There to advance Christs Kingdome now remaine.
In Pulpit, and with Pen thou hast the truth
Maintained, and clear’d from scandalous reproach
Christs churches here, and shew’d their lasting Ruth,
- That dare ’gainst Christ their own inventions broach,
Then sage, in age, continue such to be,
TillChristtheecrowne,hisgiftstotheearefree.

This yeare of sad distresses was ended with a terrible cold
Winter, with weekly Snowes, and fierce Frosts betweene
while congealing Charles River, as well from the Towne to
Sea-ward, as above, insomuch that men might frequently
passe from one Island to another upon the Ice. Here Reader
thou must be minded of an other admirable Act of Christ
for this yeare, in changing the very nature of the seasons,
moderating the Winters cold of late very much, which some
impute to the cutting downe the woods, and breaking up the
Land; But Christ have the praise of all his glorious Acts.
About this time did the valiant in faith, and Reverend Pastor
Mr. John Wilson returne to England, and surely the power
of Christ hath notably appeared in this weake sorry man.
You must needs see the Author will flatter no man, yet will
he not be wanting to tell the noble Acts of Christ Jesus, in
making men strong for himselfe; here is one borne up in the
armes of his mercy, often through the perillous Seas night and
dayes, yea, weeks and months, upon the great deepe, and now
having with his owne eyes beheld the manifold troubles these
poore were in, yet at this very time hies him back to his
Native soile, where his indeared Wife did yet remaine, pur-
posely to perswade her to cast her cares upon the Lord, as he
himself had already done, and then assuredly the wants of
a Wildernesse would never hurt her. At the departure of
this holy Man of God, many of his peoples hearts waxed very
sad, and having looked long for his returne, Their eyes now
began to faile in missing of their expectation. They accord-
ing to their common course in time of great straites, set and
appointed a day wholy to be spent in seeking the pleasing
Face of God in Christ, purposing the Lord assisting to afflict
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their soules, and give him the honour of his All-seeingness, by
a downe right acknowledgement of their sinnes. But the
Lord, whose Grace is alwayes undeserved, heard them before
they cried, and the afternoone® before the day appointed
brought him, whom they so much desired, in safety to shore,
with divers other faithfull servants of Christ ready armed for
the Battell. The day was turned to a day of rejoycing, and
blessing the Lord, even the mighty God of Jacob, the God of
Armies is for us a refuge high. Shela. _

The yeare 1633. the honoured John Winthrope Esquire,
was chosen Governour againe, and Thomas Dudly Esq.
Deputy Governour, the number of Freemen added, or Souldiers
listed was 46. The Winters Frost being extracted forth the /
Earth, they fall to tearing up the Roots, and Bushes with their
Howes; even such men as scarce ever set hand to labour
before, men of good birth and breeding, but comming through
the strength of Christ to war their warfare, readily rush
through all difficulties. - Cutting down of the Woods, they
inclose Corne fields, the Lord having mitigated their labours
by the Indians frequent fiering of the woods, (that they may
not be hindered in hunting Venson, and Beares in the Winter
season) which makes them thin of Timber in many places,
like our Parkes in England. The chiefest Corne they planted
before they had Plowes was Indian Graine, whose increase
is very much beyond all other, to the great refreshing of the
poore servants of Christ, in their low beginnings. All kinde
of Gardens Fruits grew very well, and let no man make a jest
at Pumpkins, for with this fruit the Lord was pleased to feed ‘
his people to their good content, till Corne and Cattell were
increased.

And here the Lords mercy appeared much in that those, ;
who had beene formerly brought up tender, could now con-
tentedly feed on bare and meane Diet, amongst whom the
Honoured and upright hearted in this worke of Christ, Mr.
Increase Nowell,?> shall not be forgotten, having a diligent
hand therein from the first beginning.

1Of May 26, 1632.

2 Increase Nowell was one of the original grantees named in the Massa-
chusetts patent, an assistant from 1629 to his death in 1655, and secretary of the
colony from 1639 to 1650.
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Increase shalt thou, with honour now, in this thy undertaking,
Thou hast remain’d as yet unstaind, all errors foule forsaking;

To poore and rich, thy Justice much hath manifested bin:
Like Samuel, Nathanaell, Christ hath thee fram’d within;

Thy faithfulnesse, people expresse, and Secretary they
Chose thee each year, by which appeare, their love with thee doth

stay.
Now N(y)well see, Christ call’d hath thee, and work thou must for him,
In beating down the triple Crown, and all that his foes ben.
Thus doest thou stand by Christ fraile man, to tell his might can make
Dust do his will, with graces fill, till dust to him he take.

Crar. XXVII.

Of the gratious goodnesse of God, in hearing his peoples prayers
in times of need, and of the Ship-loades of goods the Lord
sent them in.

Here againe the admirable Providence of the Lord is to be
noted, That whereas the Country is naturally subject to
drought, even to the withering of their summers Fruits, the
Lord was pleased, during these yeares of scarcity, to blesse
that small quantity of Land they planted with seasonable
showers, and that many times to the great admiration of the
Heathen, for thus it befell: the extreame parching heate of
the Sun (by reason of a more constant clearnesse of the Aire
then usually is in England) began to scorch the Herbs and
Fruits, which was the chiefest meanes of their livelyhood.
They beholding the Hand of the Lord stretched out against
them, like tender hearted Children, they fell down on their
knees, begging mercy of the Lord, for their Saviours sake,

~ urging this as a chiefe argument, that the malignant adver-
sary would rejoyce in their destruction, and blaspheme the
pure Ordinances of Christ, trampling down his Kingly Com-
mands with their owne inventions, and in uttering these
words, their eyes dropped down many teares, their affections
prevailing so strong, that they could not refraine in the
Church-Assembly. Here admire and be strong in the Grace
of Christ, all you that hopefully belong unto him, for as they
powred out water before the Lord, so at that very instant,
the Lord showred down water on their Gardens and Fields,
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which with great industry they had planted, and now had not
the Lord caused it to raine speedily, their hope of food had
beene lost: but at this these poore wormes were so exceedingly
taken, that the Lord should show himselfe so neere unto their
Prayers, that as the drops from Heaven fell thicker, and faster,
so the teares from their eyes by reason of the sudden mixture
of joy and sorrow, and verily they were exceedingly stirred in
their affections, being unable to resolve themselves, which
mercy was greatest, to have a humble begging heart given
them of God, or to have their request so suddenly answered.
The Indians hearing hereof, and seeing the sweet raine
that fell, were much taken with Englishmens God, but the
Lord seeing his poore peoples hearts were to narrow to beg,
his bounties exceeds toward them at this time, as indeed hee
ever hitherto hath done for this{Wildernesse-People] not onely
giving the full of their requests, but beyond all their thoughts,
as witnesse his great worke in England of late, in which the
prayers of Gods people in New England have had a great
stroke; These people now rising from their knees to receive
the rich mercies of Christ, in the refreshed fruits of the Earth,
Behold the Sea also bringing in whole Ship-loades of mercies,
more being filled with fresh forces, for furthering this wonder-
full worke of Christ, and indeed this yeare came in many
pretious ones, whom "Christ in his grace hath made much use
of in these his Churches, and Common-wealth, insomuch that
these people were even almost over-ballanced with the great
income of their present possessed mercies, yet they addresse
themselves to the Sea shore, where they courteously welcom
the famous servant of Christ, grave godly and judicious
Hooker, and the honoured servant of Christ, M. John Haynes,
as also the Reverend and much desired Mr. John Cotton, and
the Retoricall Mr. Stone,! with divers others of the sincere
servants of Christ, comming with their young, and with their
old, and with their whole substance, to doe him service in this

! Hooker, Cotton, and Stone are commemorated more amply on subsequent
pages, pp. 90, 88, 93, respectively. John Haynes, who came with them in
the Griffin, arriving in September, 1633, was a gentleman of large estate in Essex.
In May, 1635, he was chosen governor; he served one year. In 1637 he re-
moved to Connecticut, and was the first governor of that colony, serving in 1639
and seven other years.
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Desart wildernesse. Thus this poore people having now
tasted liberally of the salvation of the Lord every way, they
deeme it high time to take up the Cup of thankfulnesse, and
pay their vowes to the most high God, by whom they were
holpen to this purpose of heart, and accordingly set apart
the 16. day of October (which they call the eighth Moneth,*
not out of any pevish humor of singularity, as some are ready
to censor them with, but of purpose to prevent the Heathenish
and Popish observation of Dayes, Moneths and Yeares, that
they may be forgotten among the people of the Lord). This
day was solemnly kept by all the seven Churches, rejoycing
in the Lord, and rendering thanks for all their benefits.

Here must not be omitted the indeared affections Mr.
John Wilson had to the worke in hand, exceedingly setting
forth (in his Sermon this day) the Grace of Christ in providing
such meet helps for furthering thereof, really esteeming them
beyond so many Ship-loading of Gold; manifesting the great
humility Christ had wrought in him, not complementing, but
in very deede prefering the Reverend Mr. John Cotton,’ many
hundreds before himselfe, whom they within a very little time
after called to the Office of a Teaching Elder of the Church
of Christ at Boston, where hee now remaines, of whom as
followeth:

When Christ intends his glorious Kingdome shall
Exalted be on Earth, he Earth doth take,

Even sinfull Man to make his worthies all;
Then praise I Man, no, Christ this Man doth make.

1 The early New England writers, e. g., Winthrop in his Journal, usually
count March the first month of the year.

3 John Cotton (1585-1653), fellow of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, then
vicar of St. Botolph’s, Boston, fled from England before persecution by the Court
of High Commission, and became the leading minister of Massachusetts. Of
his many books, published in London, those alluded to in the ensuing verses
seem to be The Churches Resurrection, or the Opening of the Fift and Sixt Verses
of the 20th Chap. of the Revelation (1642), The Powring Out of the Seven Vials
(1642), A Briefe Exposition of the Whole Book of Canticles or Song of Solomon
(1642, second ed. 1648), The Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven (1644), The Way
of the Churches of Christ in New England (1645), and The Way of Congregational
Churches Cleared (1648). The allusion in the last lines is to the fact that at first
he was not ill affected toward Anne Hutchinson’s teachings, though later, under
pressure, he repudiated them and joined in silencing her.
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Sage, sober, grave, and learned Cotten, thou,
Mighty in Scripture, without Booke repeat it,
Annatomise the sence, and shew Man how
Great mysteries in sentence short are seated,
Gods Word with’s word comparing oft unfould
The secret truths.  Johns Revelations hath
By thee been open’d, as nere was of old;
Shewes cleere and neere ’gainst Romes whore is Gods wrath.
Then Churches of Christ, rejoyce and sing,
John Cotten hath Gods minde, I dare believe,
Since he from Gods Word doth his witnesse bring;
Saints cries are heard, they shall no longer grieve.
That song of songs, ’twixt Christ and’s Church thou hast
Twice taught to all, and sweetly shewed the way,
Christ would his Churchw should in truth stand fast,
And cast off mans inventions even for aye.
Thy labours great have met with catching cheats,
Mixing their Brasse with thy bright Gold, for why?
Thy great esteeme must cover their ill feata
Some soile thou gett’st, by comming them so nie,
But it’s wipt off, and thou Christs Champion left.
The Faith to fight for, Christ hath arm’d thee well,
His worthies would not, thou shoulds be bereft
Of honours here thy Crown shall soon excell.

These people of God having received these farther helps,
to instruct, and build them up in the holy things of Christ,
being now greatly incouraged, seeing the Lord was pleased
to set such a broad Seale to their Commission for the worke
in hand, not onely by his Word and Spirit moving thereunto,
but also by his Providence in adding such able instruments
for furthering this great worke of Reformation, and advanc-
ing the Kingdome of Christ, for which they spent this day of
rejoycing, and sure the Lord would have all that hear of it
know, their joy lay not in the increase of Corne, or Wine, or
Oyle, for of all these they had but very little at this time,
yet did they not spare to lend such as they had unto the
poore, who could not provide, and verily the joy ended not
with the day, for these active instruments of Christ, Preaching
with all instancy the glad Tidings of the Gospell of Jesus
Christ, rejoyced the Heart of this People much.
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CuaP. XXVIII.
Of the Eighth Church of Christ, gathered at Cambridge, 1633.

At this time those who were in place of civill Government,
having some addition Pillars to under-prop the building,
began to thinke of a place of more safety in the eyes of Man,
then the two frontire Towns of Charles Towne and Boston
were for the habitation of such as the Lord had prepared to
Governe this Pilgrim People. Wherefore they rather made
choice to enter farther among the Indians, then hazard the
fury of malignant adversaries, who in a rage might pursue
them, and therefore chose & place scituate on Charles River,
betweene Charles Towne, and Water-Towne, where they
erected a Towne called New Towne, now named Cambridge,*
being in forme like a list cut off from the Broad-cloath of the
two fore-named Towns, where this wandering Race of Jacobits
gathered the eighth Church of Christ. This Town is compact
closely within it selfe, till of late yeares some few stragling
houses have been built. The Liberties of this Town have
been inlarged of late in length,’ reaching from the most North-
erly part of Charles River, to the most Southerly part of
Merrimeck River. It hath well ordered streets and comly
pompleated [compleated] with the faire building of Harver
Colledge. Their first Pastor was the faithfull and laborious
Mr. Hooker,® whose Bookes are of great request among the
faithfull people of Christ; Yee shall not misse of & few lines
in remembrance of him.

Come, Hooker, come forth of thy native soile:
Christ, I will run, sayes Hooker, thou hast set
My feet at large, here spend thy last dayes toile;
y Rhetorick shall peoples affections whet.

1 The name was changed in 1638, on account of the founding of the college
in 1636.

* In 1644, by the grant of Shawshin.

3 Thomas Hooker (1586-1647), fellow of Emmanuel and lecturer at Chelms-
ford, fled from persecution to New England, and became one of the chief of the
New England divines, of tendencies more liberal than those of Cotton and Wil-
son. In 1636 he and his colleague Stone took a leading part in the great migra-



1633)  OF SIONS SAVIOUR IN NEW ENGLAND ol

Thy Golden Tongue and Pen Christ caus’d to be
The blazing of his golden truths profound,
Thou sorry worme, its Christ wrought this in thee;
What Christ hath wrought must needs be very sound.
Then looke one [on] Hookers workes, they follow him
To Grave, this worthy resteth there a while:
— Die shall he not that hath Christs warrier bin;
Much lesse Christs Truth, cleer’d by his peoples toile.
Thou Angell bright, by Christ for light now made,
Throughout the World as seasoning salt to be,
Although in dust thy body mouldering fade,
Thy Head’s in Heaven, and hath a crown for thee.

The people of this Church and Towne have hitherto had
the chiefest share in spirituall blessings, the Ministry of the
Word, by more than ordinary instruments as in due time and
place (God willing) you shall farther heare, yet are they at
this day in a thriving condition in outward things also, both
Corne and Cattell, Neate and Sheepe, of which they have a
good flocke, which the Lord hath caused to thrive much in
these latter dayes then formerly.

This Towne was appointed to be the seate of Government,
but it continued not long. This yeare a small gleane of Rye
was brought to the Court as the first fruits of English graine,’
at which this poore people greatly rejoyced to see the Land
would beare it, but now the Lords blessing that way hath
exceeded all peoples expectation, cloathing the Earth with
plenty of all kinde of graine. Here minde I must the Reader
of the admirable acts of Christs Providence toward this people,
that although they were in such great straites for foode, that
many of them eate their Bread by waight, and had little

tion from Newtown to the Connecticut valley, and in the foundation of the colony
of Connecticut. As minister in Hartford, he exerted almost unbounded influ-
ence in that colony till his death, while his Survey of the Summe of Church-Dis-
cipline (London, 1648), posthumously published, remained the classical exposi-
tion of the Congregational polity of New England.

! But Wood, who left New England August 15, 1633, says, New Englands
Prospect, p. 14: “there hath as good English Corne [4. e., grain] growne there, as
could be desired; especially Rie and Oates, and Barly: there hath beene no great
tryall as yet of Wheate, and Beanes”; and Winthrop, 1. 90, speaks of twenty
acres of barley and oats at Lynn in 1632.
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hopes of the Earths fruitfullnesse, yet the Lord Christ was
pleased to refresh their spirits with such quickning grace,
and lively affections to this Temple-worke, that they did
not desert the place; and that which was more remark-
able, when they had scarce houses to shelter themselves,
and no doores to hinder the Indians accesse to all they
had in them, yet did the Lord so awe their hearts, that
although they frequented the Englishmens places of aboade,
where their whole substance, weake Wives and little ones
lay open to their plunder; during their absence, being whole
dayes at Sabbath-Assemblies, yet had they none of their
food or stuffe diminished, neither Children nor Wives hurt
in the least measure, although the Indians came commonly
to them at those times, much hungry belly (as they use
to say) and were then in number and strength beyond the
English by far.

Yet further see the great and noble Acts of Christ toward
this his wandering people; feeling againe the scarcity of foode,
and being constrained to come to a small pittance daily, the
Lord to provide for them, causeth the Deputy of Ireland to
set forth a great Ship unknowne to this people, and indeed
small reason in his own apprehensions why he should so do
(but Christ will have it so.) This Ship ariving, being filled
with food, the godly Governors did so order it that each
Town sent two men aboard of her, who tooke up their Townes
allowance, it being appointed before hand, what their portion
should be, to this end that some might not by [buy] all, and
others be left destitute of food. In the vernall of the yeare
1634, This people being increased, and having among them
many pretious esteemed instruments for furthering this won-
derous worke of Christ, they began to thinke of fortifying a
small Island about two miles distant from Boston to Sea-
ward, to which all the Vessells come in usually and passe.
To this end the honoured Mr. John Winthrope, with some 8.
or 10. persons of note, tooke boate and arrived on the said
Island in a warme Sunshine day, just at the breaking up of
Winter as they deemed, but being they were sudden surprised
with a cold North-west storme (which is the sharpest winde
in this Country) freezing very vehemently for a day and a
night, that they could not get off the Island, but were forced
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to lodge there, and lie in a heape one upon another (on the
ground) to keepe themselves from freezing.'

This yeare 1634. the much honoured Thomas Dudly Esquire,
was chosen Governor, and Mr. Roger Ludlow Deputy Governor,
the Freemen added to this little Common-wealth this year were
about two hundred and foure.? About this time a sincere
servant of Christ Mr. Stone * was added to the Church of Christ
at New-towne, as a meet helpe to instruct the People of Christ
there, with the above named Mr. Hooker, and as he hath hether-
to bin (through the blessing of God) an able instrument in his
hands to further the worke, So let him be incourraged with the
Word of the Lord in the spirit of his might to go on.

Thou well smoth’d Stone Christs work-manship to be,

In’s Church new laid his weake ones to support,
. With’s word of might his foes are foild by thee;

Thou daily dost to godlinesse exhort.

The Lordly Prelates people do deny
Christs Kingly power Hosanna to proclaime,

Mens mouths are stopt, but Stone poore dust doth try,
Throughout his Churches none but Christ must raigne.

Mourne not Oh Man, thy youth and learning’s spent
In desart Land, My Muse is bold to say,

For glorious workes Christ his hath hither sent;
Like that great worke of Resurrection day.

Crapr. XXIX.

Of the Lords remarkable providence toward his indeared ser-
vants M. Norton and Mr. Shepherd.

Now my loving Reader, let mee lead thee by the hand to
our Native Land, although it was not intended to speake in
particulars of any of these peoples departure from thence,

1 The episode is related somewhat differently, and doubtless more correctly,
by Winthrop, Journal, 1. 98, who gives the date as February 21, 1633, and the
place to be examined as Nantasket, not Castle Island, fortification of which was
begun in the summer of 1634.

* More exactly, 232.

3 Samuel Stone, of Hertford in England, and of Emmanuel College, came
out in the same ship with Hooker, was his colleague at Newtown (Cambridge),
and removed with him to Connecticut, where Hartford was named after his
birthplace. He died there in 1663.
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purposing a generall relation should serve the turne, yet come
with mee and behold the wonderous worke of Christ in pre-
serving two of his most valiant Souldiers, namely Mr. John
Norton, and that soule ravishing Minister Mr. Thomas Shep-
heard,! who came this yeare to Yarmouth to ship themselves
for New England, where the people of God resorted privately
unto them to hear them Preach. During the time of their
aboade the Enemies of Christs Kingdome were not wanting
to use all meanes possible to intrap them, in which perilous
condition they remained about two months, waiting for the
Ships readinesse, in which time some persons eagerly hunting
for Mr. Thomas Shepheard, began to plot (for apprehending
of him) with a Boy of sixteene or seventeene yeares of Age,
who lived in the House where hee Lodged, to open the doore
for them at a certaine houre in the night; But the Lord Christ,
who is the Shepheard of Israel, kept a most sure watch over
his indeared servants, for thus it befell, the sweet words of
grace falling from the lips of this Reverend and godly Mr.
Thomas Shepheard in the hearing of the Boy (the Lords
working withall) hee was perswaded this was an holy man of
God, and therefore with many troubled thoughts, began to
relate [repent?] his former practice, although hee had a great
some of money promised him, onely to let them in at the houre
and time appointed; but the Boy, the more neere the time
came, grew more pensive and sad, insomuch that his Master
taking notice thereof began to question him about the cause of
his heavinesse, who being unwilling to reveale the matter,
held offf] from confessing a long time, till by urgent and in-
sinuating search of his godly Master, with teares hee tells
that on such a night hee had agreed to let in Men to appre-
hend the godly Preacher. The good Man of the house forth-
with gave notice thereof unto them, who with the helpe of
some well-affected persons was convay’d away by boate

1 John Norton became minister in Ipswich (see p. 103, post), and later suc-
ceeded John Cotton in the Boston church. Of the early life and emigration of
Thomas Shepard, a minister for whom Johnson had a particular affection, there
is a most interesting account in his autobiography, printed in Young’s Chronicles
of Massachusetts, pp. 497-558. After graduating at Emmanuel College he had
served as lecturer (independent preacher) at several different places till the
Laudian persecution drove him to New England.
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through a back Lane. The men at the time appointed came
to the house, where finding not the doore open (when they
lifted up the Latch) as they expected, they thrust their staves
under it to lift it from the hookes, but being followed by some
persons, whom the good man of the house had appointed for
that end: yet were they boulstred out in-this their wicked
act by those who set them one [on] worke. Notwithstanding
they were greatly ashamed when they mist of their end.

But the Lord Christ intending to make his New England
Souldiers the very wonder of this Age, brought them into
greater straites, that this [his] Wonder working Providence
might the more appeare in their deliverance, for comming a
shipboard, and hoiseing saile to accomplish their Voyage, in
little time after they were tossed and sore beaten with a con-
trary winde, to the losse of the Ships upper worke, with which
losse and great perill they were driven back againe, the Lord
Christ intending to confirme their Faith in shewing them,
that although they were brought back, as it were into the
mouth of their enemies, yet hee could hide them from the
hand of the Hunter, for the space of six moneths longer or
thereabout, even till the Spring of the yeare following, at
which time (God willing) you shall hear of them againe. In
the meane time the Master, and other Sea men made a strange
construction of the sore storme they met withall, saying, their
Ship was bewitched, and therefore made use of the common
Charme ignorant people use, nailing two red hot horse-shoos
to their maine mast. But assuredly it was the Lord Christ,
who hath command both of Winds and Seas, and now would
have his people know he hath delivered, and will deliver
from so great a death.

Crar. XXX.
Of the Ninth Church of Christ, gathered at Ipswitch.

This year ! came over a farther supply of Eminent instru-
ments for furthering this admirable Worke of his, amongst
whom the Reverend and judicious servant of Christ Mr.
Nathaniel Ward, who tooke up his station at the Towne of

1].e., 1634.
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Ipswich, where the faithfull servants of Christ gathered the
Ninth Church of his. This Towne is scituated on a faire and
delightfull River, whose first rise or spring begins about five
and twenty Miles farther up in the Countrey, issuing forth a
very pleasant pond. But soone after it betakes its course
through a most hideous swamp of large extent, even for many
Miles, being a great Harbour for Beares: after its comming
forth this place, it groweth larger by the income of many
small Rivers, and issues forth in the Sea, due East over against
the Island of Sholes, a great place of fishing for our English
Nation. The peopling of this Towne is by men of good
ranke and quality, many of them having the yearly Revenue
of large Lands in England before they came to this Wilder-
nesse, but their Estates being imployed for Christ, and left
in banke, as you have formerly heard, they are well content
till Christ shall be pleased to restore it againe to them or
theirs, which in all reason should be out of the Prelates Lands
in England. Let all those, whom it concernes (to judge) con-
gider it well, and do Justice herein.

This Towne lies in the Saggamooreship, or Earldome of
Aggawam, now by our English Nation called Essex.! It is
a very good Haven Towne, yet a little barr’d up at the Mouth
of the River, some Marchants here are, (but Boston, being the
chiefest place of resort of Shipping, carries away all the Trade).
They bave very good Land for Husbandry, where Rocks
hinder not the course of the Plow: the Lord hath been pleased
to increase them in Corne and Cattell of late; Insomuch that
they have many hundred quarters to spare yearly, and feed,
at the latter end of Summer, the Towne of Boston with good
Beefe: their Houses are many of them very faire built with
pleasant Gardens and Orchards, consisting of about one hun-
dred and forty Families. Their meeting-house is a very
good prospect to a great part of the Towne, and beautifully
built; the Church of Christ here consists of about one hun-
dred and sixty soules, being exact in their conversation, and
free from the Epidemicall Disease of all Reforming Churches,
which under Christ is procured by their pious Learned and

1 The General Court in 1643 organized four shires or counties, Essex (north-

ward from Boston to the Merrimac), Middlesex, Norfolk (northward from the
Merrimac to the Piscataqua), and Suffolk (present Suffolk and Norfolk)..
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Orthodox Ministery, as in due place (God willing) shall be de-
clared, in the meane time, look on the following Meeters con-
cerning that Souldier of Christ Master Nathaniel Ward.!

Thou ancient Sage, come Ward among
Christs folke, take part in this great worke of his,
Why do’st thou stand and gxze about so long?
Do’st war in jest? why, Christ in earnest is,
And hath thee arm’d with weapons for that end,
To wound and heale his enemies submitting,
Not carnally; then to this worke attend.
Thou hast %revail’d the hearts of many hitting.
Although the Presbytery unpleasant jar,
And errors daily in their braines new coyne,
Despayer not; Christs truth they shall not mar,
But with his helpe such drosse from Gold refine.
What, Man, dost meane to lay thy Trumpet downe,
Because thy son like Warrier is become ?
Hold out or sure lesse bright will be thy crowne;
Till death Christs servants labour is not done.

At this time came over the much honoured Mr. Richard
Bellingham,* whose Estate and person did much further the
civill Government of this wandering people, hee being learned
in the Lawes of England, and experimentally fitted for the
worke, of whom I am bold to say as followeth:

Richardus now arise must thou, Christ seed [feed 7] hath thee to plead
His peoples cause, with equall Laws, in wildernesse them lead;
Though slow of speech,® thy counsell reach, shall each occation well,

Sure thy sterne looke it cannot brook those wickedly rebell.

! Nathaniel Ward, the celebrated and humorous author of The Simple Cob-
ler of Aggawam (London, 1647), was another Emmanuel College man, and
another victim of Laud. He resigned his Ipswich pastorate in 1636. Trained
in youth as a lawyer, he was the author of the Body of Liberties, the first Massa-
chusetts code of laws. In 1647 he returned to England, and died there. His son
John, also of Emmanuel, became pastor of Haverhill in 1645; see post, bk. 1.,
ch. 1. :
1 Bellingham was recorder (municipal judge) of Boston, England, from 1625
to 1633, and was chosen governor of Massachusetts in 1641, in 1654, and in 1665.
He was a learned lawyer, and useful to the colony, but difficult in temper. He
was one of the original grantees of the patent.

3 The historian Hubbard says that he was “like a vessel whose vent holdeth
no good proportion with its capacity.”
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With labours might, thy pen indite doth Lawes for peoples learning,
That judge with skill, and not with will, unarbitrate discerning;
Bellingham thou, on valiant now, stop not in discontent,
For Christ with crown, will thee renown, then spend for him, be spent;
As thou hast done thy race still run till death, no death shall stay
Christs work of might, till Scripture light bring Resurection day.

As also about this time for further incouragement in this
work of Christ, hee sent over the Reverend servant of his Mr.
Lothrop ! to helpe on with the planting of Plimoth, which in-
creased but little all this time, although shee be the elder
sister of all the united Colonies; Some reasons in due place
may be rendered. This Reverend Minister was soone called
to Office by the Church of Christ at Scicuate [Scituate].

Crmapr. XXXI.
Of the Church of Christ gathered at Newberry.

In the latter end of this yeare, two sincere servants of
Christ, inabled by him with gifts to declare his minde unto his
people, came over this broad Ocean, and began to build the
Tenth Church of Christ at a Towne called Newberry, their
names being Mr. James Noise, and Mr. Thomas Parker,’
somewhat differing from all the former, and after mentioned
Churches in the preheminence of their Presbytery, and it
were to be wished that all persons, who have had any hand in
those hot contentions, which have fallen out since about
Presbyterian and Independent Government in Churches,’
would have looked on this Example, comparing it with the
Word of God, and assuredly it would have stayed (all the godly
at lest) of either part from such unworthy expressions as have

1 Rev. John Lothrop, ancestor of John Lothrop Motley.

% Noyes and Parker were cousins, from Newbury in England. They upheld
at Newbury a partially Presbyterian polity, but not factiously. The book of
Parker’s to which allusion is made in the ensuing verses is probably The Visions
and Prophecies of Daniel Expounded (London, 1646).

3 The sessions of the Westminster Assembly, beginning in 1643, and the sub-
sequent struggles between the Presbyterians in Parliament and the Independents
of the army gave rise to the controversial literature here alluded to—Ruther-
ford’s Due Right of Presbyteries on the one hand, Cotton’s and Hooker’s treatises
on the other, etc.
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passed, to the grief of many of Gods people; And I doubt not
but this History will take of[f] that unjust accusation, and
slanderous imputation of the rise of that floud of errors and
false Doctrines sprung up of late, as flowing from the Inde-
pendent or rather congregationall Churches. But to follow
on, this Town is scituate about twelve miles from Ipswitch,
neere upon the wide venting streames of Merrimeck River,
whose strong current is such, that it hath forced its passage
through the mighty Rocks, which causeth some sudden falls,
and hinders Shipping from having any accesse far into the
Land. Her bankes are in many places stored with Oken
Timber of all sorts, of which, that which they commonly
call’d white Oke, is not inferiour to our English Timber; in
this River lie some few Islands of fertill Land. This Towne
is stored with Meddow and upland, which hath caused some
Gentlemen, (who brought over good Estates, and finding then
no better way to improve them) to set upon husbandry,
amongst whom that Religious and sincere hearted servant
of Christ Mr. Richard Dummer, sometime a Magistrate in
this little Common-wealth, hath holpen on this Town. Their
houses are built very scattering, which hath caused some
contending about removall of their place for Sabbath-Assem-
blies. Their Cattell are about foure hundred head, with store
of Corne-land in tillage. It consists of about seventy Fam-
ilies, the soules in Church fellowship are about an hundred;
the teaching Elders of this Congregation have carried it very
lovingly toward their people, permitting of them to assist in
admitting of persons into Church-society, and in Church-
censures, so long as they Act regularly, but in case of their
male-administration, they assume the power wholly to them-
selves. Their godly life and conversation hath hitherto
been very amiable, and their paines and care over their flock
not inferiour to many others, and being bound together in a
more stricter band of love then ordinary with promise to spend
their dayes together (if the Lord please) and therefore shall
not be disunited in the following Verse:

Loe here Loves twinnes by Christ are sent to Preach
In wildernesse his little flock among;

Though Christs Church-way you fully cannot reach,
So far hold fast as you in’s word are strong.
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Parker thy paines with Pen, and Preaching hath
Roomes buildings left in Prelacy cast downe,
Though ’gainst her thou defer Gods finall wrath,
Keepe warring still, and sure thou shalt have crowne.
Thy Brother thou, oh Noise, hast holpe to guide
hrist tender Lambs within his fold to gather,
From East to West, thou dost Christs Warrier bide;
Faint not at last, increase thy fighting rather.

Caar. XXXITI.

Of good supply, and seasonable helpes the Lord Christ was
pleased to send to further his Wildernesse worke, and par-
ticular for his Churches of Charles Towne, and Ipswich,
and Dorchester.

Yet farther for the incouragement of the people of Christ
in these their weak beginnings, he daily brings them in
fresh supplies, adding this yeare also the reverend and pain-
full Minister of his Gospell Mr. Zachary Simmes,' who was
invited soone after his comming over to assist in planting of
another Church of Christ, but the place being remote from
the pretious servants of Christ already setled, he chose rather
to joyne with some Church among them, and in a short space
after hee was called to the Office of a Teaching Elder in the
Church of Christ at Charles Towne, together with Mr. James,
who was then their Pastor, as you have formerly heard.
Among all the godly Women that came through the perilous
Seas to war their warfare, the wife of this zealous Teacher,
Mrs. Sarah Simmes shall not be omitted, nor any other, but
to avoid tediousnesse, the vertuous Woman, indued by Christ
with graces fit for a Wildernesse condition, her courage ex-
ceeding her stature, with much cheerfulnesse did undergoe
all the difficulties of these times of straites, her God through
Faith in Christ supplying all her wants with great industry,
nurturing up her young Children in the feare of the Lord,
their number being ten both Sons and Daughters, a certaine

* A Canterbury man, son of a clergyman, born there in the same year as
Johnson, and for whom the latter as a Charlestown parishioner had a special
affection.
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signe of the Lords intent to people this vast Wildernesse:
God grant they may be valiant in Faith against Sin, Satan
and all the enemies of Christs Kingdome, following the ex-
ample of their Father, and Grandfather, who have both suf-
fered for the same, in remembrance of whom these following
lines are placed.

Come Zachary, thou must reedifie

Christ Churches in this Desart Land of his,
With Moses zeale stampt unto dust defie

All crooked wayes that Christ true worship misse.
With spirits sword and armor girt about,

Thou lay’st on load proud Prelates crowne to crack,
And wilt not suffer Wolfes thy flock to rout,

Though close they creepe, with sheepe skins on their back.
Thy Fathers spirit doubled is upon

Thee Simmes, then war, thy Father fighting died,
In prayer then prove thou like Champion;

Hold out till death, and Christ will crown provide.

After these poore people had welcomed with great joy their
newcome Guests, all of a sudden they spy two tall Ships,
whose colours shewed them to be some forrein Nation, at which
time this little handfull of people began to be much troubled,
deeming them to be Rovers, they gathered together such
forces as their present condition would afford, very ill-
fitted as then to rescue an enemy, but their Lord and Master
Christ Jesus would not suffer any such to come, and instead
of enemies brought in friends, even Dutchmen to furnish them
with farther necessary Provision.!

For the yeare 1635. the honoured Mr. John Haines was
chosen Governour, and the honoured Mr. Richard Belling-
ham Deputy Governour, the number of Free-men added to
this little Common-wealth, were about one hundred forty
and five. The time now approaching, wherein the Lord
Christ would have his people come from the Flaile to the Fan,
threshing out much this yeare, increasing the number of his
Troopes, and valiant Leaders, the Ships came thicker and
faster filled with many worthy personages; Insomuch that
the former people began to forget their Poverty, and verily

1 See Winthrop, L., 151, 152.



102 WONDER-WORKING PROVIDENCE (1635

could Purity, Peace and Plenty run all in one channell, Gods
people here should sure have met with none other, but the
still waters of Peace and Plenty for back and belly soone
contract much mudde, as you shall heare (God willing) in
the following History: this yeare came in the honoured Sir
Henry Vaine,' who aboad not long in this worthy worke, yet
mind him I will in the following Lines:

Sir Henry Vaine once Governour of the English People in New
England.

Thy Parents, Vaine, of worthy fame, in Christ and thou for him
Through Ocean wide in new world trile]d a while his warrior bin.
With small defeat thou didst retreat to Brittaine ground againe,
There stand thou stout, for Christ hold out, Christs Champion ay
remaine.

Also at this time Christ sent over the much honoured
and upright hearted servant of his Richard Saltingstall
Esquire, Son to the before-named Sir Richard Saltingstall,
who being weary of this Wildernesse worke, returned home
againe not long before,*> and now his Son being chose to the
Office of a Magistrate, continued for some good space of time,
helping on the affaires of this little Common-wealth, to the
honour of Christ, who hath called him: both Father and Son
are here remembred.

Thou worthy Knight, Saltingstall hight, her’s gaine doth go.d exceed,
Then trifle not, its to be got, if thou can’st see thy neede.
Why wilt thou back, and leave as wreck, this worthy worke begun,
Art thou back-bore, Christ will send more, and raise instead thy son.
His Fathers gon, young Richard on here valiantly doth War,
For Christ his truth, to their great Ruth, Heathens opposers are:
To study thou thy mind dost bow, and daily good promote,
Saltingstall why then dost thou fly, let all Gods people note

1 Sir Henry Vane the younger (1612-1662), son of a diplomatist and states-
man, came to Massachusetts, a very young man, in 1635. A few months later he
was elected governor. In the Antinomian controversy he took the other side
from Winthrop and the orthodox majority. Defeated in a closely contested
election in the spring of 1637, he went home that summer. His career in the
Long Parliament was a brilliant and noble one, and finally he came to be its
chief leader. He was executed as a regicide after the accession of Charles II.

#See p. 74. The younger Saltonstall became an assistant in 1637.
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That thou wilt stand in thy own Land, Christ there then strengthen
thee,
With grace thee heate, that thy retreate may for his glory be:
At ending day, he thee array with Glory will not faile,
Breaking graves bands, with his strong hands, and free dust from
death’s goale [gaol].

Among these Troopes of Christs Souldiers, came at this
time, the godly servant of Christ Mr. Roger Harlackenden,'
a young Gentleman valiant in Faith, and appointed by Christ
to assist his people in this Desart, he was chose to the Office
of a Magistrate, as also to be a choise Leader of their Military
Forces, which as yet were but in a strange posture; And
therefore till the yeare 1644. (at which time the Countrey was
really placed in a posture of War, to be in a readinesse at all
times) there shall not be any thing spoken concerning their
Military Discipline ? the continuance of this Souldier of Christ
was but short, the Lord taking him to rest with himselfe.

Harlackenden, among these men of note Christ hath thee seated:
In warlike way Christ thee aray with zeal, and love well heated.
As generall belov’d of all, Christ Souldiers honour thee:
In thy young yeares, courage appeares, and kinde benignity.
Short are thy days spent to his praise, whose Church work thou must
aid,

His work shall bide, silver tride, but thine by death is staid.

The number of Ministers that came over this yeare was
about eleaven, and many other like faithfull servants of Christ,
among whom arrived those two Reverend and laborious ser-
vants of his Mr. Norton, and Mr. Shepheard, of whose narrow
escape you have heard the last yeare: Mr. Norton was called
to the Office of a Teaching Elder, at the Towne of Ipswich to
the Church of Christ there, where Mr. Warde as yet remained
in Office. Also the learned labours of this Souldier of Christ
are obvious to our Countreymen; hee Preaching there, the
blessing of God hath not onely built up many in the Knowl-
edge of Christ, but also been the meanes of converting diverse

1 A son of a rich landholder at Earl’s Colne in Essex, where Shepard had
been minister, assistant from 1636 till his death in 1638, and chosen in 1636

lieutenant-colonel of the Middlesex regiment.
3 See bk. 11., ch. xxVI.
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soules, turning them from the power of Satan to Faith in
Christ, whom the Lord long continue; you shall further hear
of Christs gratious assisting of him in the first and last Synod
holden here at Cambridge, and in the meane time let no man
be offended that the Author quickens up his own dull affec-
tions, in telling how largely the Lord hath bestowed his Graces
upon these Instruments of his, although sinfull dust and ashes.

Thou Noble Norton, who art honoured by
Thy Christ, with learned Arguments doth fill
Thy mouth with might new errors to destroy,
And force deceivers silently to yeild.
Weake dust, waite on thy Christ for further strength,
Who doth his Davids make as Angels bright,
To trample down his enemies at length;
All breake or bow unto his Kingdomes might
Illettered Men and Women that doe love
Preheminence, condemne thy learned skill,
But Christ hath given his blessing from above
Unto thy workes the World with light to fill.
Christs faithfull servants met in Synod, take
Thee for their Pen-men [Pen-man] Scriﬁ;usm light to cleere,
With Scripture shew what Government Christ gave
To’s Churches till himselfe againe appeare.!

Here my indeared Reader, I must mind thee of the indus-
trious servant of Christ Mr. John Wilson, who this yeare
landed the third time upon this American shore from his
Native Country, where now againe by the Divine Providence
of Christ, hee narrowly escaped the Hunters hands, being
cloathed in a Country-mans habit, passing from place to place,
declared to the people of God, what great Workes Christ had
already done for his people in New England, which made
many Christian soules long to see these admirable Acts of
Christ, although it were not to be injoyed, but by passing
through an Ocean of troubles, Voyaging night and day upon
the great deep, which this zealous servant of Christ had now
five times passed over: at this time came over the Sage,

1 The allusion is to Norton’s reply to Rev. William Apollonius of Middel-
burg in Zeeland, which Norton wrote at the request of the Cambridge Synod of
1647, Responsio ad Totam Quastionum Syllogen & clarissimo Viro Dom. Guilielmo
Apollonio propositam (London, 1648).
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grave, reverend and faithfull servant of Christ M. Richard
Mather,* indued by the Lord with many Heavenly gifts, of a
plaine and upright spirit, apt to teach, full of gratious expres-
sions, and Resolvedly bent to follow the truth, as it is in Jesus,
hee was anon after his comming called to Office in the Church of
Christ at the Towne of Dorchester, to assist in the Worke of the
Lord, with Mr. Mavareck, whose worke not long after was ended
by death, leaving Mr. Mather alone to continue the same.

With cheerfull face Mather doth toile indure,
In wildernesse spending the prime of’s age,
To build Christs Churches, and soules health procure;
In battell thou dost deepe thyselfe ingage.
Marvell not Man that Mather through an host
Of enemies doth breake, and fighting stands,
It’s Christ him keepes, of him is all his boast,
Who power gives to do, and then commands.
With gratious speech thy Masters Message thou
Declarest to all, and wouldst have submi.,
That to his Kingdome every knee might bow;
But those resist his sword shall surely hit.
Till age doth crown thy head with hory hairs,
Well hast thou warr’d, till Mathers young againe,
Thy son in fight his Fathers strength repayers;
Father and Son beate down Christs foes amaine.

Crar. XXXIII.

Of the beginning of the Churches of Christ, to be planied at
Canectico, and first of the Church of Christ removall to
Hartford, 1635.

This yeare the servants of Christ, who peopled the Towne
of Cambridge, were put upon thoughts of removing, hearing
of a very fertill place upon the River of Canectico,? low Land,
and well stored with Meddow, which is greatly in esteeme

! Richard Mather, minister at Toxteth, near Liverpool, from 1618 to 1634,
and at Dorchester, Massachusetts, from 1636 to 1669, was the father of Increase
Mather, president of Harvard College, and grandfather of Cotton Mather (whose
maternal grandfather was John Cotton). He has left an interesting account of
his voyage to New England, printed in Young’s Chronicles of Massachusetts.

3 Connecticut.
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with the people of New England, by reason the Winters are
very long. This people seeing that Tillage went but little on,
Resolved to remove, and breed up store of Cattell, which were
then at eight and twenty pound a Cow, or neare upon,* but
assuredly the Lord intended far greater matters than man
purposes, but God disposes. These men, having their hearts
- gone from the Lord [Land], on which they were seated, soone
tooke dislike at every little matter; the Plowable plaines
were too dry and sandy for them, and the Rocky places, al-
though more fruitfull, yet to eate their bread with toile of
hand and how [hoe] they deemed it unsupportable; And
therefore they onely waited now for a people of stronger
Faith then themselves were to purchase their Houses and
Land, which in conceipt they could no longer live upon, and
accordingly they met with Chapmen,” a people new come,
who having bought their possessions, they highed them away
to their new Plantation. With whom went the Grave and
Reverend servant of Christ Mr. Hooker, and Mr. Stone, for
indeed the whole Church removed, as also the much hon-
oured Mr. Haynes and divers other men of note. For the
place, being out of the Mattacusets Patten, they erected
another Government, called by the Indian name, Canectico,
being farther incouraged by two honourable personages, the
Lord Say, and Lord Brookes, who built a Forrest [Fort]
at the mouth of the River, and called it Say-brook Forrest
[Fort]: passing up the River, they began to build a Towne,
which they called Hartford, where this Church of Christ sat
down their station.® There went to these parts also the
Reverend Mr. Wareham, and divers from the Towne of
Dorchester. The place of setling themselves, and erecting
a Towne was far up on the River, the part next the Sea
being very Rocky, but on the banke of this River they
planted the good Towne of Hartford, and established
civil Government: of their gathering into a Church, you
have formerly heard. Onely here minde the gratious ser-
vant of Christ, Mr. Wareham, whose long labours in this
worke are exprest.

1 See also Bradford, p. 347, and Winthrop, I., 112. * Purchasers.
3 The founders of Hartford went overland to the Connecticut valley; and
the fort at Saybrook was built after their migration, not before.
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With length of dayes Christ crowned hath thy head.

In Wildernesse to manage his great War,
’Gainst Antichrist by strength of him art lead

With steady hand to sling thy stone from far,
That groveling in his gore may lie smit downe

This mighty Monster, that the Earth hath taken,
With’s poysons sweet in cup of Gold drunke down;

Dead drunke those lie whom Christ doth not awaken.
But Wareham thou by him art sent to save,

With’s word of truth Christ to their soules apply,
That deadly sin hath laid in rotting Grave

Dead, live in Christ here, and Eternally.

Crar. XXXIV.

Of Cambridge second Church, being the 11. of Christ gathered
in the Mattacusets, and of further supply for Salem Church.

These people and Church of Christ being thus departed
from New-towne, the godly people, who came in their roomes,
gathered the eleaventh Church of Christ, and called to the Office
of a Pastor, that gratious sweete Heavenly minded, and soule-
ravishing Minister, Mr. Thomas Shepheard, in whose soule
the Lord shed abroad his love so abundantly, that thousands
of souls have cause to blesse God for him, even at this very
day, who are the Seale of his Ministrey, and hee a man of a
thousand, indued with abundance of true saving knowledge
for himselfe and others, yet his naturall Parts were weake,
but spent to the full as followeth:

No hungry Hawkes poore Patridge to devoure
More eager is, then Prelates Nimrod power
Thomas to hunt, my Shephard sweet pursue
To seas brinke, but Christ saves his soule for you;
Sending thee, Shepheard, safe through Seas awaie,
To feede his flock unto thy ending day,
Where (sheepe seek wolves) thy bosome lambs would catch;
But night and day thou ceasest not to watch
And warne with teares thy flock of cheaters vile,
Who in sheepes cloathing would the weak beguile;
With dropping dewes from thy lips Christ hath made
Thy hearers eyes oft water springing blade.
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With pierced hearts they cry aloud and say,
Shew us, sweet Shepheard, our salvations way,
Thy lovely speech such ravishment doth bring;
hrist gives thee power to heale as well as sting.
Thou gates sets ope for Christ thy King to enter,
In hearts of many spirits joy to center,

But mourne my Muse, hang downe thy head with woe,
With teares, sighs, sobs lament thy Shepheard so.!
(Why ?) hee’s in Heaven, but I one [on] Earth am left,

More Earthly, ’cause of him I am bereft.
Oh Christ why dost thou Shepheard take away,
In erring times when sheepe most apt to stray.

The many Souldiers and Officers of Christ that came
over this yeare, moved some wonder in the mindes of those,
whom he had beene pleased to give a great measure of
discerning, yet here they fell abundantly short, deeming
almost an impossibility of improving their Talents in this
Wildernesse, the Indian-people being uncapable of under-
standing their Language, the Englishe congregations that
were already set downe being fully furnished with Teach-
ing Elders, and that which was most strange they were
perswaded they should meet with no enemies to oppose
them, as if Christ would lead them forth into the Field
in vaine. But Christ Jesus, having the hearts of all Men
opened before him, soon shewed them their worke, and
withall made roome for them to set downe, I [ay] and many
more beside, yea, and beyond expectation made this poore
barren Wildernesse become a fruitfull Land unto them that
waited on him for the accomplishing thereof, feeding them
with the flower of Wheat, as in its time and place (God
willing) shall be shewed, although it pleased him this yeare
to visit them, and try them againe with a great scarcity
of Bread, by reason of the multitude that came brought
somewhat shorter Provisions then ordinary, which caused them
to be in some straites. But their Lord Christ gives out a
Word of command to those, who occupy their businesse in
the great deepe, to furnish from Ireland some Ships laden
with food for his people.

1 Shepard died in 1649,
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Also hee commands the Winds and the Seas to beare up
these Ships, and blow them forth on their way, till they arrive
among his people in New England, whose appetities were
now sharpeset for Bread. One poore man among others
deeming hee had found out some forsaken Barnes of the
Indians (whose manner is to lay up their Corne in the Earth),
lighted one [on] & grave where finding bones of the dead instead
of Corne, hee was taken with feare of this, as a sad omen that
hee should then die for want of food, but in this hee proved
no true Prophet, for the Lord was pleased to bring in season-
able supply, and the man is living at this very day. This
yeere came over the Famous servant of Christ M. Hugh
Peters,' whose courage was not inferiour to any of these
transported servants of Christ, but because his native Soile
hath had the greatest share of his labours, the lesse will be
said of him here; hee was called to Office by the Church of
Christ, at Salem, their former Pastor the Reverend M. Hig-
gingson, having ended his labours resting with the Lord.

With courage bold Peters a Souldier stout
In Wildernesse for Christ begins to war,
Much worke he finds *mongst people, yet hold out;
With fluent tongue he stops phantastick jar.
Swift Torrent stayes of liberties large vent,
Through crooked wayes of error daily flowing,
Shiloes soft streames to bath in would all bent;
Should he while they in Christian freedome growing.
But back thou must, thy Tallents Christ will have
Improved for him, his glory is thy crowne,
And thou base dust till he thee honour gave;
It matters not though the world on thee do frown.

' Rev. Hugh Peter or Peters was already a famous man at the time of his
arrival in New England. He had lately been pastor of the English church in
Rotterdam. His six years in the colony were marked by activity and influence
on the illiberal side in church controversies, but also by great energy in the pro-
motion of practical schemes for the economic betterment of the colony. Return-
ing to England in 1641, he took a leading part, as preacher and politician, among
the Independents. In 1660, after the return of Charles II., he was executed for
high treason as having been concerned in the beheading of Charles L
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Cmap. XXXV.
Of the Twelfth Church of Christ gathered at Concord.

Yet further at this time entered the Field two more valiant
Leaders of Christs Souldiers, holy men of God, Mr. Buckly
and M. Jones, penetrating further into this Wildernesse then
any formerly had done, with divers other servants of Christ:
they build an Inland Towne which they called Concord,
. named from the occasion of the present time, as you shall
after heare:® this Towne is seated upon a faire fresh River,
whose Rivulets are filled with fresh Marsh, and her streames
with Fish, it being a branch of that large River of Merrimeck.
Allwifes and Shad in their season come up to this Towne, but
Salmon and Daice cannot come up by reason of the Rocky
falles, which causeth their Meddowes to lie much covered with
water, the which these people together with their Neighbour
Towne, have severall times assayed to cut through but cannot,
yet it may be turned another way with an hundred pound charge,
as it appeared. This Towne was more populated once then
now it is. Some faint-hearted Souldiers among them fearing
the Land would prove barren, sold their possessions for little,
and removed to a new Plantation, (which have most com-
monly a great prize set on them). The number of Families at
present are about 50. their buildings are conveniently placed
chiefly in one straite streame [streete] under a sunny banke in
a low levell, their heard of great Cattell are about 300. The
Church of Christ here consists of about seventy soules, their
teaching Elders were Mr. Buckly,? and Mr. Jones, who removed
from them with that part of the people, who went away, so
that onely the reverend grave and godly Mr. Buckly remaines.

Riches and honours Buckly layes aside

To please his Christ, for whom he now doth war,
Why Buckly thou hast Riches that will bide,

And honours that exceeds Earths honour far.

1 The name is understaod to have been given to the town on account of the
peaceful agreement with the Indians for its purchase.

? Rev. Peter Bulkley, fellow of St. John’s College, and a minister silenced
for non-conformity, had, says Cotton Mather, “a good benefice, added unto the
estate of a gentleman, left him by his father,” a doctor of divinity in Bedford-
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Thy bodies [body’s] worne, and dayes in Desert spent
To feede a few of Christs poore scattered sheepe;

Like Christ’s bright body, thy poore body, rent,
With Saints and Angells company shall keepe.

Thy Tongue, and Pen doth to the World declare
Christs covenant with his flock shall firmly stand,

When Heavens and Earth by him dissolved are;
Then who can hold from this his worke at hand ?

Two Bucklies more Christ by his grace hath taken,
And sent abroad to manage his great wars.

It’s Buklies joy that Christ his sons new making,
Hath placest [placed] in’s churches for to shine as Stars.

This holy and sincere servant of Christ was put upon the
greater tryall, by reason he and his were tenderly brought up,
and now by the provident hand of Christ were carried far
into this desert land, where they met with some hardships for
a long time; till the place was well peopled, they lived barely.

Crap. XXXVI.

Of the laborious worke Christ's people have in planting this
wnldernesse, set forth in the building the Towne of Concord,
being the first in-land Towne.

Now because it is one of the admirable acts of Christ[’s]
Providence in leading his people forth into these Westerne
Fields, in his providing of Huts for them, to defend them from
the bitter stormes this place is subject unto, therefore here is
a short Epitome of the manner how they placed downe their
dwellings in this Desart Wildernesse, the Lord being pleased
to hide from the Eyes of his people the difficulties they are to
encounter withall in a new Plantation, that they might not
thereby be hindered from taking the worke in hand; upon
some inquiry of the Indians, who lived to the North-west of
the Bay, one Captaine Simon Willard being acquainted with

shire. The book alluded to in the verses is The Gospel Covenant, or the Covenant
of Grace Opened (London, 1646); the two sons (he had twelve), Rev. Edward
Bulkley, his successor in the Concord church, and Rev. John Bulkley, who after
graduating in the first class of Harvard College (1642) went to England and min-
istered to a church in Essex till deprived by the Act of Uniformity.
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them, by reason of his Trade, became a chiefe instrument in
erecting this Town, the land they purchase of the Indians,
and with much difficulties traveling through unknowne woods,
and through watery scrampes [swampes], they discover the
fitnesse of the place, sometimes passing through the Thickets,
where their hands are forced to make way for their bodies
passage, and their feete clambering over the crossed Trees,
which when they missed they sunke into an uncertaine bottome
in water, and wade up to the knees, tumbling sometimes
higher and sometimes lower, wearied with this toile, they at
end of this meete with a scorching plaine, yet not so
plaine, but that the ragged Bushes scratch their legs fouly,
even to wearing their stockings to their bare skin in two or
three houres; if they be not otherwise well defended with
Bootes, or Buskings, their flesh will be torne: (that some
being forced to passe on without further provision) have had
the bloud trickle downe at every step, and in the time of
Summer the Sun casts such a reflecting heate from the sweet
Ferne, whose scent is very strong so that some herewith have
beene very nere fainting, although very able bodies to under-
goe much travell, and this not to be indured for one day, but
for many, and verily did not the Lord incourage their naturall
parts (with hopes of a new and strange discovery, expecting
every houre to see some rare sight never seene before) they
were never able to hold out, and breake through: but above
all, the thirsting desires these servants of Christ have had to
Plant his Churches, among whom the forenamed Mr. Jones*
shall not be forgotten.

In Desart’s depth where Wolves and Beares abide,
There Jones sits down a wary watch to keepe,
O’re Christs deare flock, who now are wandered wide;
But not from him, whose eyes ne’re close with sleepe.
Surely it sutes thy melancholly minde,
Thus solitary for to spend thy dayes,
Much more thy soule in Christ content doth finde,
To worke for him, who thee to joy will raise.

1 After about eight years John Jones, pastor of the Concord church (which
had found it difficult to maintain two ‘“teaching elders”), removed to Fairfield,
Connecticut, where he died in 1665. His son John (A. B. Harvard, 1643) went
to preach in the island of Nevis in the West Indies.
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Leading thy son to Land, yet more remote,
To feede his flock upon this Westerne wast:
Exhort him then Christs Kingdome to promote;
That he with thee of lasting joyes may tast.

Yet farther to tell of the hard labours this people found in
Planting this Wildernesse, after some dayes spent in search,
toyling in the day time as formerly is said; like true Jacob,
its * they rest them one [on] the Rocks where the night takes
them, their short repast is some small pittance of Bread, if it
hold out, but as for Drinke they have plenty, the Countrey
being well watered in all places that yet are found out. Their
farther hardship is to travell, sometimes they know not whether,
bewildred indeed without sight of Sun, their compasse mis-
carrying in crouding through the Bushes, they sadly search
up and down for a known way, the Indians paths being not
above one foot broad, so that a man may travell many dayes
and never find one. But to be sure the directing Providence
of Christ hath beene better unto them than many paths, as
might here be inserted, did not hast call my Pen away to more
waighty matters; yet by the way a touch thus, it befell with
a servant maide, who was travelling about three or foure
miles from one Towne to another, loosing her selfe in the
Woods, had very diligent search made after her for the space
of three dayes, and could not possible be found, then being
given over as quite lost, after three dayes and nights, the
Lord was pleased to bring her feeble body to her own home
in safety, to the great admiration of all that heard of it.?
This intricate worke no whit daunted these resolved servants
of Christ to goe on with the worke in hand, but lying in the
open aire, while the watery Clouds poure down all the night
season, and sometimes the driving Snow dissolving on their
backs, they keep their wet cloathes warme with a continued
fire, till the renewed morning give fresh opportunity of further
travell; after they have thus found out a place of aboad,
they burrow themselves in the Earth for their first shelter
under some Hill-side, casting the Earth aloft upon Timber;
they make a smoaky fire against the Earth at the highest side,

! Misprint for Jacobites. See p. 74, n. 1, ante.
? See Winthrop’s Journal, I. 98.
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and thus these poore servants of Christ provide shelter for
themselves, their Wives and little ones, keeping off the short
showers from their Lodgings, but the long raines penetrate
through, to their great disturbance in the night season: yet
in these poore Wigwames they sing Psalmes, pray and praise
their God, till they can provide them houses, which ordi-
narily was not wont to be with many till the Earth, by the
Lords blessing, brought forth Bread to feed them, their Wives
and little ones, which with sore labours they attaine every one
that can lift a hawe [hoe] to strike it into the Earth, standing
stoutly to their labours, and teare up the Rootes and Bushes,
which the first yeare beares them a very thin crop, till the soard
[sward] of the Earth be rotten, and therefore they have been
forced to cut their bread very thin for a long season. But the
Lord is pleased to provide for them great store of Fish in the
spring time, and especially Alewives about the bignesse of a
Herring; many thousands of these, they used to put under
their Indian Corne, which they plant in Hills five foote asunder,
and assuredly when the Lord created this Corne, hee had a
speciall eye to supply these his peoples wants with it, for or-
dinarily five or six graines doth produce six hundred.

As for flesh they looked not for any in those times (al-
though now they have plenty) unlesse they could barter with
the Indians for Venison or Rockoons,® whose flesh is not
much inferiour unto Lambe, the toile of a new Plantation
being like the labours of Hercules never at an end, yet are
none so barbarously bent (under the Mattacusets especially)
but with a new Plantation they ordinarily gather into Church-
fellowship, so that Pastors and people suffer the inconveni-
ences together, which is a great meanes to season the sore
labours they undergoe, and verily the edge of their appetite
was greater to spirituall duties at their first comming in time
of wants, than afterward: many in new Plantations have
been forced to go barefoot, and bareleg, till these latter dayes,
and some in time of Frost and Snow: Yet were they then
very healthy more then now they are: in this Wildernesse-
worke men of Estates speed no better than others, and some
much worse for want of being inured to such hard labour,

! Raccoons.
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having laid out their estate upon cattell at five and twenty
pound a Cow, when they came to winter them with in-land
Hay, and feed upon such wild Fother as was never cut before,
they could not hold out the Winter, but ordinarily the first
or second yeare after their comming up to a new Plantation,
many of their Cattell died, especially if they wanted Salt-
marshes: and also those, who supposed they should feed upon
Swines flesh were cut short, the Wolves commonly feasting
themselves before them, who never leave neither flesh nor
bones, if they be not scared away before they have made an
end of their meale. As for those who laid out their Estate
upon Sheepe, they speed worst of any at the beginning (al-
though some have sped the best of any now) for untill the
Land be often fed with other Cattell Sheepe cannot live;
And therefore they never thrived till these latter dayes:
Horse had then no better successe, which made many an honest
Gentleman travell a foot for a long time, and some have even
perished with extreame heate in their travells: as also the
want of English graine, Wheate, Barly and Rie proved a sore
affliction to some stomacks, who could not live upon Indian
Bread and water, yet were they compelled to it till Cattell
increased, and the Plowes could but goe: instead of Apples
and Peares, they had Pomkins and Squashes of divers kinds.
Their lonesome condition was very grievous to some, which
was much aggravated by continuall feare of the Indians ap-
proach, whose cruelties were much spoken of, and more espe-
cially during the time of the Peqot wars.

Thus this poore people populate this howling Desart, march-
ing manfully on (the Lord assisting) through the greatest diffi-
culties, and forest labours that ever any with such weak means
have done.

Crar. XXXVII.
Of the Thirteenth Church of Christ gathered at Hingham, 1636.!

At this time also came to shore the servant of Christ
Master Peter Hubbord, whom the Lord was pleased to make
use of for feeding his people in this Wildernesse, being called

1The gathering of the Hingham church took place in September, 1635,
preceding by ten months that of the church of Concord, July, 1636. The name
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to Office by the Church of Christ at the Town of Hingham,
which is scituate upon the Sea coasts South-east of Charles
River, being a place nothing inferiour to their Neighbours
for scituation, and the people have much profited themselves
by transporting Timber, Planke and Mast for Shipping to the
. Town of Boston, as also Ceder and Pine-board to supply the
wants of other Townes, and also to remote parts, even as far
. a8 Barbadoes. They want not for Fish for themselves and
* others also.

This Towne consisted of about sixty Families, the forme is
somewhat intricate to describe, by reason of the Seas wasting
crookes, where it beates upon a mouldering shore, yet have
they compleat streetes in some places. The people joyned
in Church covenant in this place, were much about an hundred
soules, but have been lessened by a sad unbrotherly conten-
tion, which fell out among them, wasting them every way,
continued already for seven yeares space,' to the great griefe
of all other Churches, who held out the right hand of fellow-
ship unto them in Brotherly communion, which may (the
Lord helping) demonstate to all the true Churches of Christ
the World throughout, although they be distanced by place
or Nation, yet ought they never to take up such an Indepen-
dent way, as to reject the advise and counsell of each other,
for although the Lord Christ have compleated his commission
in giving full power to every particular Church to exercise all
his Ordinances in and toward their owne body, yet hath the
Lord so dispensed his gifts, that when the one want, the other
shall abound both in spirituall and temporall, that by giving
and receiving mutuall love may be maintained, the intire
truthes of Christ continued, the Churches of Christ supported,
superiority of any may be avoided, and all such as raise dis-
cord among Brethren may be retarded, the downfall of Anti-

was given because the pastor, Hobart, and many of the flock came from Hingham
in Norfolk, England. He was of Magdalene College, Cambridge, and was for
nearly forty-five years pastor of this church.

1 A dispute broke out in Hingham in 1645, about a militia election. Trivial
in itself, it raised important questions concerning the authority of the magis-
trates of the colony and the liberties of the people. Winthrop was involved, and
his account of the matter, Journal, II. 229-245, including his “little speech” on
liberty, shows him at his best. Hobart’s tendency to Presbyterianism aided, as
is intimated in the ensuing phrases and in the verses below, to prolong the dispute.



1635) OF SIONS SAVIOUR IN NEW ENGLAND 117

christ, and restauration of that antient people of the Lord
furthered, through the Unity of Christs Churches the World
throughout: this Church I hope will give signall to others
(the Lord assisting) that they split not upon the Rock. Of
their Pastors I shall say no more, but this at present.

Oh Hubbard! why do’st leave thy native soile?
Is’t not to war ‘mongst Christ’s true worthies here ?
What, wilt give out? thou’lt loose thy former toile
And starve Christs flock, which he hath purchast deare.
What would’s thou have, speake plaine, truth bides the light:
To Gods word goe, it's that must triall be,
Hath cruell sword, not het one [hit on] thy side right,
Increase in love, and thou wilt Justice see.
With humble, holy, learned men converse,
Thee and thy flock they would in one unite,
And all the fogs of selfe conceit disperse;
Thee and thy sons the Lord Christ guide aright.

Some other of the Ministers of Christ arrived this yeare
1635. As Mr. Flint,' Mr. Carter, and Mr. Walton and some
others, of whom we shall speake (by the Lord assistance) in
due time and place, in the meane time here is to be remem-
bred Mr. Thomas Flint a sincere servant of Christ, who had a
faire yearly Revenue in England, but having improved it for
Christ, by casting it in the common Treasury,* as it appeares
in the former part of this History, he waites on the Lord for
doubling his Talent, if it shall seeme good unto him so to doe,
and the meane time spending his person for the good of his
people in the Office of a Magistrate. .
At Christs commands, thou leav’st thy lands, and native habitation:

His folke to aid, in Desart straid, for Gospells Exaltation,
Flint Hardy thou, wilt not allow, the underminding Fox,
With kiub;{i.};l skill, Christs vines to spill, thy sword shall give them
ocks.
Yet thou base dust, and all thou hast, is Christ’s, and by him thou
Art made to be, such as we see, hold fast for ever now.

1 Henry Flint, afterward teacher of the church at Braintree; see p. 197,
Thomas Carter became Johnson’s pastor at Woburn; see pp. 215-218.
3 He brought £2,000 to the colony, but died a poor man.

v
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Crap. XXXVIII

Of the placing down of many Souldiers of Christ, and gathering
the Church of Christ at Sandwitch in Plimouth patten,' and
Jurther supply for the Churches of Ipswich and Linne.

This yeare 1636. Sir Henry Vaine, was chosen Governour,
and John Winthrope Esquire Deputy Governour, the number
of Freemen added were about eighty three.? This yeare came
over the much honoured Mr. Fenwick * a godly and able in-
strument to assist in helping to uphold the civill Government
of the second and third Colonies here planted, by the Divine
Providence of the most high God, hee having purchased the
Plantation of Saybrooke-Fort, became a good incourager to
the Church of Christ at Hartford, where the reverend Mr.
Hooker, and Mr. Stone were Officers. In remembrance of
whom a few lines take here.

Fenwick among this Christian throng, to wildernesse doth flee:
There learnl’]ghast thou, yet further how, Christ should advanced be.

Who for that end, doth back thee send, their Senator to sit; ¢
In native soile for him still toile, while thou hast season fit.

His Churches peace, do not thou cease, with their increase to bring,
That they and thee, in lasting Glee, may Hallelujah sing.

The beginning of this yeare was spent in accommodating
these new come Guests in the former yeare, whose numbers
was neer about three thousand, and now they began to be
perswaded they should be a setled people, not minding the
present dangers they were in, as you shall hear anon, onely
in the meane time take notice of further supply the Lord Christ
was pleased to send before the cattell increased to its strength,
among whom the aged, and long continued Souldiers of Christ
Jesus Mr. Partrich, as also Mr. Nathaniel Rogers an able dis-

1 Duxbury in Plymouth patent. * Actually, 96.

3 George Fenwick, previously a barrister of Gray’s Inn, and subsequently
a colonel in the Parliamentary army, visited New England in 1636 as agent of
Lord Saye and Sele and Lord Brooke, Puritan lords who had obtained a patent
from the Earl of Warwick. Coming again in 1839 he founded a settlement at
Saybrook, which in 1644 he transferred to the colony of Connecticut.

¢He sat in the Long Parliament and the Parliaments of the Protectorate,
from 1645 to the time of his death in 1656.
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putant, whose mouth the Lord was pleased to fill with many
arguments for the defence of his truth, Mr. Samuel Whiting,
who hath also, with keeping to the patterne of sound and
wholesome Doctrine, much stopped the spreading Leaven of
the Pharises. Mr. Partrich was called to Office at a Towne
then named Dukes Berry * in Plimoth Government, scituated
upon the Sea-coast, where the people of Christ being gathered
into a Church, Ordained him to be their Pastor.

In thine owne soile well rooted in the truth,
Thou didst stand fast by Prelates power unbow’d,
But Laude layes load on Gods folke to his Ruth,
By whom thou mayst no longer be alow’d.
Then Partrich thou thy wings begins to spread
Of Faith and Love to flie these long Seas o’re,
To wildernesse where thou Christs Lambs hast fed
With’s sincere Milke this fourteene yeare and more.
But now with age thy Almon Tree doth flourish,
Yet spreading like the Palme Tree dost thou stand,
I’th’house of God, Christ Roote thy Boughs do nourish;
And for thy head he hath a Crowne in’s hand.

Mr. Nathaniel Rogers being landed, after a long and
tedious Voyage at Sea,® was welcomed by the Church of
Christ at Ipswitch, where the Reverened and Judicious Mr.
Nathaniel Ward, although a very able Preacher, and much
desired, yet for some naturall infirmity (himselfe being best
privy unto) desired to be unbound of his ingagement with his
people in point of Office: that being left to his liberty, hee
might Preach more seldom, in whose stead the Church called
to Office this Reverend and Holy Man of God Mr. Nathaniel
Rogers, whose labours in this Westerne World, have been
very much: a very sweet heavenly minded man, of whom the
Author is bold to say as followeth:

Through boystrous Seas thy brittle frame of Man
It safely is in Christ’s sweet armes infold,

No wonder then thou weake dust stotly [stoutly] can
Preach Christs in’s truths, why he doth thee uphold?

1 Duxbury, where Rev. Ralph Partridge, the most influential minister in the
Plymouth colony, served nearly twenty-two years.
3 See Winthrop, I. 199, 200.
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Why Rogers he thee over-Sea hath sett
Against the day of Battell, now at hand,
No sooner are thy feet one [on] those shores set,
But Leaders do Christ truth withstand.
Undaunted thou these Westerne Fields dost enter,
Filld with the spirit’s ready sword at hand,
In%a.ge thou wilt thy selfe, ‘mongst hardships venter;
aliant thou foughtst under thy Christ’s command
And yet with all men wouldst have peace thy aime,
If deepe to wound, and sweetly then to say,
Come to my Christ, hee’l heale your wounds againe;
Canst but submit hee’l never say thee nay.
With learned Method thou Gods Word divides:
Long labouring that each soule may take his part,
Thy gratious speech with grave impression bides;
Thus Christ by thee is pleas’d to win the heart.
My Muse lament, Nathaniel is decaying: *
Why dost thou grutch him Heaven, such toile hath had,
In Christ his Vineyard rather be thou praying;
That in Christs armes he resting may be g

Mr. Samuel Whiting ? was well welcomed by the Church of
Christ at Cawgust [Saugus], which Towne, being now of age to
receive an English name, was called Linne, where this Rev-
erend man now hath his aboade.

Thy ardent Love, the countlesse Ocean’s measure
Quench cannot, for thy love on him is set,

Who of true love hath aie the depthlesse Treasure,
Doth thine increase, least thou should’st his forget.

Love Christ in’s truths, my Whiting, thou hast done:
Thou wilt not suffer with their leaven sower,

False Doctrines mongst thy tender flock to run;
Timely cut off wilt thou all those devour.

Samuel mourne not thy strength in Desart’s spent:
Rather rejoyce thy Christ makes use of thee

Soules to convert, his Kingdomes large extent
From East to West shall shortly setled be.

1 He died in 1655.
3 Whiting, son of a mayor of Boston, in Lincolnshire, and a graduate of
Emmanuel College, had been for some years a preacher at Lynn, England.
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Thine Eyes and Eares have seen and heard great things
Done by thy Christ, shewes he thy toile accepts;
Though thy weake flesh weaker to dust hee’l bring,
Thy quickned spirit increast in his joy leaps.

Caar. XXXTX.

Of the first appearing in the Field, of the enemies of Christs
people in point of Reformation.

And now to follow our first simile of a Souldier, the Lord .
Christ having safely landed many a valiant Souldier of his
on these Westerne shores, drawes hither also the common
enemies to Reformation, both in Doctrine and Discipline;
But it was for like end, as the Lord sometime drew Sisera the
Captaine of Jabins army to the River Kishon for their destruc-
tion,’ onely herein was a wide difference; there Sisera was
delivered into the hands of a Woman, and here Sisera was a
woman; their weapons and warre was carnall, these spirituall;
there Jabin was but a man, here Jabin was the common
enemy of mans salvation.
~"In the yeare 1636. the Angels of the severall Churches of
(Christ in N. England sounding forth their silver Trumpets,
‘heard ever and anon the jarring sound of ratling Drums in
' their eares, striking up an alarum to the battell, it being a
| frequent thing publikely to oppose the pure and perfect truths
| of Christ (delivered by the mouth of his Ministers) and that
by way of question as the Pharises, Sadduces and Herodians
did Christ. But to bring this disorderly worke of theirs into
some order, for assuredly could the Author come up to relate
the full of the matter in hand, it would through the mercy of
Christ make much for the good of Gods people the World
throughout, and helpe to discover the last (I hope) but most
subtile practices of Satan to hinder the Restauration of the
purity of Christs Ordinances in his Churches in all places;
As also used by him and his instruments to divert the hands
of those, to whom it belongs, from pulling downe Antichrist,
to which end he stirreth up some of his instruments (well

! Judges iv. and v.
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educated in the Masking schoole of Hippoerisy) to take upon
them this long Voyage, giving them in charge by all meanes
to carry it more close, then his Jesuites had done, and for
their paines they should have the honours to be counted such
as were of a sharper sight, and deeper discerning then any
others. [Satan, knowing right well that at the fall of Anti-
ee must be chained up for a thousand years, strives
ith all the wicked craft his long experienced maliciousnesse
could possibly invent, to uphold the same, having already
perswaded many that his Kingdome was wholly ruinated
with our English Nation, and so diswaded them a long
time from further prosecuting against him. But Antichrists
Kingdome, as it plainly appeares by Scripture, consists
chiefly in two parts, his deceaveible Doctrines, and his
Kingly power. The first of these being in measure abolished,
the latter was still retained by the Prelacy, and some Lord-

! ing Presbytery in greater or lesser measure, as they could
(_attaine unto it.

V]

Now Satan, who is daily walking to and fro compassing
the Earth, seeing how these resolved Souldiers of Christ in
New England with indefatigable paines laboured, not onely
the finall ruine of Antichrist, in both, but also the advance of
Christs Kingdome, in seting up daily Churches according to
his first institution. Wherefore he sets upon a new way to
stop (if it were possible) this worke of Reformation, and seeing
no other way will serve, he stirs up instruments to cry down
Antichrist as much as the most, I [ay] and more too, but by
this project they should leade people as much out of the way
on the other hand, and in the Doctrinall part of Antichrists
Kingdome, fall to more horrid Blasphemies then the Papist,
as (God willing) you shall heare some of them did, namely
the Gortenist, who most blasphemously professe themselves
to be personally the Christ: and as for the other part of his
Kingdome, namely the power or Dominion of the beast, this
they should with all violence batter downe also, but it must
be none other then to make way for their owne exaltation,
and pay them their wages in the former page promised
them, as also withall to overthrow the authority Christ
hath ordained to be continued in his Churches, in and under
him, and furthermore to lock up the Sword of Civill Gov-
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ernment for ever, especially in matters that concerne the
foure first Commands of God,' a cunning way to save the
beasts head whole.

You have now heard of the intention, you shall now see
their actions. The Lord Christ in his boundlesse mercy give
all his people eyes to see, and hearts to believe, that after they
have in measure escaped the filthy pollutions of the beast,
they may not againe be intangled with these damnabled Doc-
trines, stealing away their hearts by degrees, under a seeming
shew of pulling down Antichrist. (The Embassadors of Christ
Jesus, having full liberty to deliver their masters minde,
Preach unto all the Doctrine of Free grace, beseeching them
to be reconciled unto God in Christ, and that the revealed will
of God is, that all should be saved, and come to the knowl-
edge of the truth, and that God hath given his onely begotten
Son, That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting Life. Yet withall minding them that Faith
is the gift of God, and none can come unto Christ, but such as
the Father drawes, and withall that the whole will not see
any need of the Phisicians, but the sick, adding also that none
can come to the sight of his sicknesse or dead condition but
by the Law of God, unlesse they be quicker sighted then the )
Apostle; They indevour also to build up others in their holy
Faith, that they might come to see the Love of God in Christ
which passeth knowledge, and to this end they shew them
the fruits of Faith which worketh by love, and that love will
be obedient to all the commands of Christ, who saith, if you
love me keepe my Commandements; And further that Faith
purifies the heart, and that a constant supply must be had
from Christ. With these and the like sound and wholsome
truths the Ministers of Christ feeds their severall flocks in
New England, drawing their Doctrines plainly from their
Text, and substantially backing them with store of Scripture,
and undeniable reason, and then delivering to every man his
portion.

1 Classing the first four Commandments as those prescribing man’s duty to
God (the ““First Table”), and the remaining six as those prescribing his duty to
his neighbor (the “Second Table”), the Massachusetts government maintained,
and dissentients like Roger Williams denied, the right of the magistrates to punish
for infractions of the First Table.
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But this good old way would not serve the turne with cer-
taine Sectaries that were hither come,' who like cunning
Sophisters, seeing the bent of the peoples hearts (after so
many mercies received) was to magnifie the rich Grace of
God in Christ; they began to tell the people (yet very pri-
vately) that the most, if not all the Ministers among them
Preached a Covenant of workes, either course or fine, and
with a what doe you say to this, {They begin to spread their
Errors and Heresies, laying the foundation of them as nere
the truth as possible they can, the easier to deceive, but in
the prosecution, to be sure they ran far enough from it, bu
to begin; First, they quarrell with the Doctrine of Faith in
Christ, and say, a Soule is justified without it.

Crar. XL.

Of the cunning policy of Satan in that machevillian Principle,
divide and overcome, and of the two first dividing Prin-
ciples, by which many errors were brought in.

And verily Satans policy here (as in all places where the
Lord Christ is acknowledged) was to keepe men from that one
right way, by the which hee applies himselfe to the soule, no
marvell then if so many Errours arise, like those fained heads

! We are not to expect that one of Johnson’s temperament should give us a
perfectly fair account of those who opposed the standing order in Massachusetts,
the theocracy so sacred in his eyes and so infallible. The gainsaying which he is
about to describe is that of the so-called Antinomians, who, led by Mrs. Anne
Hutchinson and Rev. John Wheelwright, maintained that saving grace went only
to such as were “justified by faith”; that, this grace once received, the recipient
was above law, above the “‘Covenant of Works''; and that no works, no degree of
sanctification, could prove that one was the possessor of saving grace. Mrs.
Hutchinson carried a majority of the Boston church with her for a time, and
Cotton partially. After a bitter and dangerous struggle the orthodox prevailed,
dissent was suppressed, sectaries were banished; and Johnson, as we shall see,
thinks it advisable, for the peace of Zion, to suppress the names alike of those who
led, of those who fell, and of those who wavered. For his own part, he has
plainly had no doubts; he is moved only to indignation mingled with mirth by
the talk of those who presume “in thought's abstractest forms to seem to see”—
and do not see as constituted authority sees. The best account of the whole
;i;gir is that in Mr. Charles Francis Adams’s Thres Episodes of Massachusetis

wstory.
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of Hidra, as fast as one is cut off two stand up in the roome,
and chiefly about the uniting of a soule to Christ by Faith.
Their Errors in this point they reported to be the judgement
of the Reverend and Judicious Mr. John Cotten; But hee
having spoken for himselfe in his answer to Mr. Baily,* I for-
beare, onely this by the way, take notice of these subtill Pro-
jectors, the Erronist I meane, who perceiving this holy man
of God Mr. Cotten was and yet is in great esteeme with the
people of God, for tHe great grace Christ hath bestowed upon
him in his deepe discerning the mysteries of godlinesse, as
also discerning some little difference betweene him and the
other Elders about this point, comment upon it, and inlarge
at their pleasure, and then in daily venting their deceivable
Doctrines, like subtill Logicians, bring in this as their strongest
argument in the last place. I'le tell you Friend, Neighbour,
Brother, if you will forbeare to speake of it till you hear
farther, this is the judgement of M. Cotten, when he, it may
be, had never heard of it, or at least wise, when they brought
this their bastardly brat to him, they put another vizard on the
face of it: but that you may understand their way of broach-
ing their abominable errors, it was in dividing those things
the Lord hath united in his worke of conversion continued,
carrying on a Soule to Heaven in these foure Particulars.

First, in dividing betweene the word and the word, under
pretence of a legall Gospell, perswading the people their
Ministers were legall Preachers, teaching them little better
then Popery, and unfit for Gospell Churches, denying them
to be any Ministers of Christ that Preach any preparation
worke,> by shewing men what the Law requires. Here’s
nothing, sayes one of them, but Preaching out of the Law and
the Prophets, truly sayes another of them I have not heard a
pure Gospell Sermon from any of them, but sure they were
both troubled with the Lethargy, or read not the Gospell
themselves, for they may finde the Apostles, yes, and Christ
himselfe, Preached good Gospell sure, out of the Law and the
Prophets.

1 Cotton’s The Way of the Churches of Christ in New England (London,
1645), was an answer to Robert Baillie’s Dissuasive from the Errours of the
Time (do.).

? Work on the part of man, preparing him for the reception of God’s grace.
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Secondly, in separating Christ and his Graces, in mani-
festing himselfe to be in the Soule, and this they say makes
much for the magnifying of Free-grace, and indeed they made
it so free, that the soule that receives it shall never taste any
of it by their consent, but remaine still a dry branch asbefore;
these legall Pharises, sayes one of them, tell us of a thing they
call inherent grace, and of a man being made a new creature,
but I am sure the best of them goe on in their legall duties
and performances still, sorrowing for sinne, hearing of Sermons,
observing duty Mormng and Evening, and many such like
matters. Tush man, sayes another of them, you shall hear
more then this, I was discoursing with one of their Scholas-
ticall Preachers Disciples, a professed convert, and yet when
he came to pray, he beg’d for forgivenesse of his sins, I asked
him why he used that vaine repetition, since hee did believe
he was justified by Christ already, and hee made me an answer
not worth repeating, but when I told him God could see no
sinne in his people, no more than I could see that which was
covered close from my eye-sight; hee told mee I spake little
lesse then blasphemy, so ignorant are these men, and their
learned guides also; who perswade them the more they have
of the in-dwelling of the Spirit of Christ, the better they shall
be inabled to these legall duties. Nay, quoth the other, I
can tell you more then all this, they make it an evidence of
their good estate, even their sanctification, and yet these men
would make people believe they are against Popery.

By this discourse of theirs, you may see the manner how
these Erronious, and Hereticall persons batter off the fruit
from the goodly branches of Christs vines and make bare the
flourishing trees planted in the house of the Lord, and yet
professe themselves to be Schollars of the upper forme, that
have learned as far as their Masters can teach them, but let
me tell you friends you’l prove but trewants if you fall thus
to Robbing of Orchards, and its an offence far beyond petty
Larceny, to rob Christs Garden, let your pretences be what
they will: can it possible be for the magnifying of Christs
Grace that the branches growing upon his root should remaine
fruitlesse? no assuredly, herein God is glorified that his people
bring forth much fruit, yet many of these new Gospellers had
another plea, hypocrites have a seeming shew of Saints graces
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by which they deceive themselves and others; And there-
fore because Felons and Traytors coyne counterfeit Gold,
therefore true Gold should not passe for current, but the in-
tent of the Author is to prosecute the History, these errours
being confuted already by the able servants of Christ, whom
the Lord in his mercy brought hither for that purpose.

Crmar. XLI.

Of the two latter dividing Principles under which these Erronists
Jought.

The third dividing tenent, by which these persons prose-
cuted their errors at this time, was betweene the Word of God,
and the Spirit of God, and here these Sectaries had many
prety knacks to delude withall, and especially to please the
Femall Sex, they told of rare Revelations of things to come
from the spirit (as they say); it was onely devised to weaken
the Word of the Lord in the mouth of his Ministers, and
withall to put both ignorant and unlettered Men and Women,
in a posture of Preaching to a multitude, that they might be
praised for their able Tongue. Come along with me, sayes one
of them, i’le bring you to a Woman* that Preaches better
Gospell then any of your black-coates that have been at the
Ninneversity, a Woman of another kinde of spirit, who hath
had many Revelations of things to come, and for my part,
saith hee, I had rather hear such a one that speakes from the
meere motion of the spirit, without any study at all, then any
of your learned Scollers, although they may be fuller of
Scripture (I) [ay] and admit they may speake by the helpe
of the spirit, yet the other goes beyond them. Gentle Reader,
thinke not these things fained, because I name not the parties,
or that here is no witnesse to prove them, should I so do:
neither of both is the cause I assure you, but being somewhat
acquainted with my own weakenesse, should the Lord with-
draw the light of his word, and also I verily believe some of
them are truly turned againe to the truth, the which I wish to
all, yet by relating the story all men may see what a spirit of
giddinesse they were given up to, and some of them to strong

1 Meaning Mrs. Hutchinson.
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delusions, even to most horrid and damnable blasphemies,
having itching eares, or rather proud desires to become Teach-
ers of others, when they grosly erred in the first Principles
of Religion themselves. There was a man in one of the far-
thest Townes of the Mattacusets Government, where they
had no Ministers for the present, he being much desirous to
shew himselfe some body in talking to as many as hee could
get to hear him one [on] the Sabbath day, missing some of his
Auditors, he meets with one of them some few dayes after,
they passing over the water together, where were you quoth
he on the Sabbath day that you were not at the meeting?
we had a notable piece of Prophecy. Quoth the man that
was missing, who was it that Preached? The other replying
not: his Wife being in presence, answered; it was my hus-
band. Nay wife, quoth he, thou shoulds not have told him,
teach him to stay at home another time.

By this and divers other such like matters, which might
be here inserted, you may see how these Sectaries love the
preheminence, and for this end seeke to deprive the Ministers
of Christ, inveigling as many as they can in the head, that they
take to much upon them (just like the rebellious Korath,
Dathan, and Abiram)* scoffing at their Scholler-like way of
Preaching, wherein the grosse dissimulation of these erronious
persons hath appeared exceedingly, as for instance first of a
Woman, even the grand Mistris of all the rest, who denied the
Resurrection from the dead, shee and her consorts mightily
rayling against learning, perswading all they could to take
heed of being spoyled by it, and in the meane time, shee her
selfe would dispute (forsooth) and to shew her skill that way,
here is a falacy quoth she in this syllogisme: as also one of
the Gortonists, as shallow a pated Scholler as my selfe, far
from understanding Latine, much lesse any other Language
the Scriptures were writ in, yet when hee would hold out some
of the best of his false Doctrines, as namely, that there were
no other Devills but wicked men, nor no such thing as sin,
Quoth he, that place in the fourth Psalme, where men com-
monly read, stand in awe and sin not, in the originall it is
read stand tn awe and misse not. But to go onm, at this time

1See Numbers xvi.
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there were many strange Revelations told both of Men and
Women, as true some of them said as the Scripture, so that
surely had this Sect gone on awhile, they would have made
a new Bible, and their chief Mistris when she was shipt for
N. England, what will you say, quoth she, and it hath beene
revealed to me that we shall be there in six weekes, and one
of the femall Gortonists said, she was a Prophetesse, and it
was revealed unto her, that shee must prophecy unto the
People in the same words the Prophet Ezekiel did, as also a
lusty big man to defend this tenent held forth to his Pastor
before the whole Congregation, that the spirit of Revelation
came to him as he was drinking a pipe of Tobacco.!

The fourth dividing way to bring in their Heresies, was to
devide betweene Christ and his Ordinances, and here they
plaid their game to purpose, even to casting down of all Ordi-
nances as carnall, and that because they were polluted by
the Ordinance of man, as some of these Sectaries have said
to the Minister of Christ, you have cast off the crosse in Bap-
tisme, but you should do well to cast off Baptisme it selfe;
as also for the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, for to make
use of Bread, or the juce of a silly Grape to represent the
Body and Bloud of Christ, they accounted it as bad as Neg-
romancy in the Ministers of Christ to performe it. But seeing
there will be occasion to bring in a bed-roule ? of these Blas-
phemies in the yeare (43) and (44) take the lesse here; onely
minde that these persons being first bewildred in the deniall
of Infants being Baptized, could neither finde right faith to
be Baptized into, nor yet any person rightly constituted to
Baptize. Remaining Seekers, they came to this, but yet
here must not be omitted the slights these Erronists had to
shoulder out the Officers Christ hath ordained, and set up in

1 This is probably a reminiscence of the saying attributed (1638) to that
scandalous hypocrite, Captain John Underhill, that “he had lain under a spirit
of bondage and a legal way five years, and could get no assurance, till at length,
as he was taking a pipe of. tobacco, the Spirit set home an absolute promise of
free grace with such assurance and joy, as he never since doubted of his good
estate, neither should he, though he should fall into sin” (which bhe was lament-
ably prone to do); or of his argument before the Boston church the next Lord’s
Day, that the Lord might readily “manifest Himself to him as he was taking
the moderate use of the creature called tobacco.” Winthrop, I. 275, 276.

3 Bead-roll, catalogue.
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his Churches; and verily in this point they sided directly
with the Papist and Prelates, although in most of the other
they went directly out of the way on the other hand. Igno-
rance say the Papist is the Mother of devotion, its better say
the Protestant Prelates to have a blind sir John,' one that
cannot tell how to Preach, provided he will conforme to our
Ceremonies, than to have one that will Preach constantly,
and not conforme also: these Erronist, shewing themselves
to be whelps of the same litter, Cry out against a learned
Presbitery, as the onely way to captivate liberty, and herein
the transformed Devill came to shew his Hornes, for why,
his errors would not take where the people were followers of
their seeing guids, and if it be well noted, here is the Master-
piece of all their knavery, the which comes in after this man-
ner, The Lording Prelacy, Popes, Cardinalls, Bishops, Deanes,
etc., were ordinarily brought up at the University to learning,
and have most tyrannically abused it, usurping over the People
of Christ, and exercised most inhumane and barbarous cruelty
upon them; as also the Presbyterian Kirke by these Provin-
ciall Classes, men of learning having robbed the particular
Congregations of their just and lawfull priviledges, which
Christ hath purchased for them, Each Congregation of his
being invested with full power to Administer all the Ordi-
nances he hath ordained, in and toward their owne Members;
and further learned men in some places, feeding the people
for their Tith-sake in a Parishioniall way, desire the uphold-
ing thereof, lest their fat Benefices should grow leane.

Now the Redemption of the people of Christ out of all
these bondages, being full of difficulty to attaine, as is abun-
dantly witnessed in the great hardship Gods people have
undergon in this Wildernesse-worke; as also much more by
that bloudy war so long continued in our Native Country,
and the two adjacent Kingdomes, This makes a very faire
bottome for those to build upon, who would have the sluce of
authority in the Officers of Christs Churches plucked up, that
so their errors might flow in like a floud; And therefore they
impannell a Jury of their own Sectaries to passe upon all
such as put a higher esteem upon their Pastors and Teachers

1 A cant name for a priest, for Sir, besides its other uses, was employed as a
title for a bachelor of arts, and hence for a clergyman.
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(in point of discerning the holy things of God) then upon
other men, who returne in their Verdit as finding them guilty
of the crime above expressed, either as party, or privy abetters
unto them. Upon this the Vote goes for advancing such men
as will let them out line enough, for such as will worke without
wages, and give to every man liberty to exercise a large con-
science, provided it be his own, and as for authority, they
would have none used, as being a thing two opposite to liberty.
My friend, cast off as much of thy owne power as thou canst,
and beware of Lording it over Gods Heritage, but I pray thee
let Christ alone with his, which he hath given to his Pastors
and Teachers in administring the holy things of God, peculiar
to their Office, and tremble all you Presbyterians, who t